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                             INFORMATION  
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR ALL EXPORTERS TO CHINA 
 
As from 1 October 2012 all exporters of food products to China must be registered with the 
Chinese Inspection and Quarantine Bureau. Only consignments from registered companies and 
agents will be allowed into China from said date. Registration must be done online at 
http://ire.eciq.cn/. The site is down for maintenance at the moment, but should be available from 
tomorrow, 29 September 2012.  
 
The attached GAIN report and Wine Australia document supply useful further information in this 
regard.  
 
We believe section 3 in the registration process requires the name and address of your 
importer(s)/consignee(s) in Chinese characters. The best way to accomplish this is to cut and paste 
from electronic documents from your importer(s). 
 
Once you have finished registration you will not be able to immediately add new 
importers/consignees due to a verification process. Thus, add all your importers at the first go.  
 
  
 

 
ANDRÉ MATTHEE 
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Tel:  022 423 8692    Fax:  086 559 0446    Email:  matthee@wo.org.za 
 

Disclaimer: This document has been prepared primarily for the general information of the South African wine industry 
and does not represent any form of legal advice. Accordingly, readers should not rely on the comments contained 
herein, whether express or implied, and should consult the legislation concerned and obtain specific advice on these 
matters from their own legal advisers. Writer or his employer does not accept responsibility for the accuracy or 
completeness of any recommendations, comments, information or advice contained herein, and will not be held liable 
for any loss or damage that may arise as a result of the use of the information. 
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Report Highlights: 

On October 1st, new registration requirements for exporters and importers of food products to China will go 
into effect.  This report is intended to provide supplemental information to the original GAIN report published 
June 29, 2012 announcing this new Measure.   
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General Information  

 

Some Frequently Asked Questions  

 

Initial Registration  

 

Who must register?  

Exporters and importers of food categories listed in Appendix 1 of the Notice 

(http://www.aqsiq.gov.cn/zwgk/jlgg/zjgg/2011_1/201205/t20120523_218426.htm) are subject to the 

filing requirements. Products not listed in the categories, such as food additives, some grains, some oil 

seeds, fruit and live animals are exempt but still must comply with relevant existing rules.  

 

What information is needed for registration?  

The Application Form for Food Exporter/Agent Registration can be found at 

(http://www.aqsiq.gov.cn/zwgk/jlgg/zjgg/2011_1/201205/t20120523_218426.htm) and lists all the 

information needed to complete the registration application. 

  

In Section 3, regarding information of Chinese trading partners, exporters need only provide information 

for Chinese trading partners with whom they currently have outstanding contracts. For those partners 

with whom contracts have completed, the exporter does not need to provide importer information.  

 

In Section 4, “Letter of Commitment”, the word “Contractor” is causing some confusion.  Our 

understanding is that this term refers to the “foreign exporter”, or the “person who is filling the form”.    

 

When Do I Need to Register?  

Only exporters who are have a contract with an importer to export products l to China listed in the 

Registration Application Form, Section 2 –Food Category of Products - need register with AQSIQ 

through the system.  As it may only take a few working days for the application review and approval, an 

exporter does not need to register with the system very early.   

 

Where Shall I Register?  
The Registration Form is found at http://ire.eciq.cn.  Foreign exporters will click the Login link under 

“Filing Management System for Imported Food Exporters or Agents Overseas, ”then click “Initial 

Registration” to begin. The exporter application is bi-lingual (Chinese and English), while the importer 

filing system is only in Chinese.  

 

Who Reviews the Registration Applications?  

CIQs (AQSIQ’s local agencies) are responsible for accepting filing applications by foreign exporters 

and Chinese importers.  

 

How long will it take to get registered? 

After accepting applications and materials, CIQ will complete its review within five working days.   

 

What is the registration serial number for?  

http://www.aqsiq.gov.cn/zwgk/jlgg/zjgg/2011_1/201205/t20120523_218426.htm
http://ire.eciq.cn/


The registration serial number can be used to add new importer information, and most importantly, is 

information the importer can use to facilitate cargo inspection/quarantine by CIQ at the ports.  Labels do 

not need the registration number.  

 

Where can I find the list of registered exporters and importers? 

Our understanding is that AQSIQ will periodically publish a list of registered exporters and importers 

(containing names and country/regions) on its website.    

 

Modifications to Registration  

 

What should I do if I have a new importer in China?  

Each time an exporter with a registration number has a contract to export relevant products to China 

with a new importer, that exporter should add this new information to the system.   

 

Can I delete information of an importer which whom I no longer do business?  

AQSIQ prefers the system retain all importer information for traceability purposes.   

 

If a foreign exporter has a registration serial number, and completes a contract with a Chinese 

importer who already has a registration serial number, does the exporter need to add the importer 

information to its registration information? 

An exporter should add this importer information to its registration before shipping products.  If the 

exporter and importer files do not connect, this may cause clearance delays.  Inspection officials will 

decide on the frequency of sampling for compliance purposes. 

 

Our company exports fresh fruit, shall we register?  

Fresh fruit shippers do not need to register with AQSIQ.  Only products listed in Section 2-Food 

Category of Operation- of the Application Form of Food Exporter/Agent are subject to the registration 

requirements. Exporters of products not listed in the section do not need to register.  
 
For full text of the No.55 Public Notice - Registration Required for Foreign Food Product Exporters, please 
follow the link:  
http://www.aqsiq.gov.cn/zwgk/jlgg/zjgg/2011_1/201205/t20120523_218426.htm 
 
For full test of the GAIN report about the No.55 Public Notice in English, please follow the link: 
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Registration%20Required%20for%20Foreign%20Food
%20Product%20Exporters_Beijing_China%20-%20Peoples%20Republic%20of_6-29-2012.pdf 
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China – Market Access 
SEPTEMBER 2012 
 
 
The Chinese Quarantine Inspection authority (AQSIQ) has implemented Decree 55 under the new Food Safety 
Laws. The measures require that importers and exporters register with the AQSIQ via an online form. The 
measures will come into force on 1 October 2012 but the registration process is open now. Only shipments from 
registered companies and agents will be allowed into China from this date. 
 
In order to ensure that trade is not impeded, Australian exporters who currently export to China and those who 
plan to export to China in future should lodge an online registration as a matter of priority. 
 
The online form is available in English and Mandarin and can be found at this location - http://ire.eciq.cn/ (see 
page two for an example). Click ‘Login’ on the Exporter side and then ‘Initial Registration’. 
 
This is an administrative listing for exporters and their agents. It is not a listing of manufacturers or producers 
(although in many cases the company responsible for manufacturing will also be the exporter). The AQSIQ will 
publish the list of registered importers and exporters on their website.  
 
Some important points: 
 

- The name of the registered exporter will need to match the information on any accompanying export 
documentation. It is therefore critical that export applications submitted to Wine Australia match the 
information submitted on the Chinese registration. 

 
- If you export to multiple consignees, each one must be listed on the registration. 

 
- Consignee names and addresses must be entered in Chinese characters. Exporters are advised to 

contact their Chinese agents for assistance.  
 

- Upon submitting the application you will obtain a registration number and a query number generated by 
the system. The two numbers can be used to check the progress of the application or modify any 
information as necessary. It is important to keep a record of these numbers. 
 

- The registration information must be maintained and any change in an exporter’s circumstances should 
be promptly updated in the system. 
 

- The registration number will be needed by the consignee when submitting their entry inspection form. 
 

*It appears that the form only works in a Windows operating system using Internet Explorer or Google Chrome. 
Users have reported problems with Firefox and Macs. 
 
For further information, contact Steve Guy or Jessica Pater on 08 8228 2000. 



 

Appendix 1 

To find the country click the 
? button. Select ‘Oceania’, 
‘Australia’ and ‘OK’. 

This is 
Contact 
Name 

Add 
multiple 
consignees 


