
 

 

 

SUMMARY OF THE 2013 HARVEST 

 
Unlike 2012 when a series of adverse summer weather conditions had a significantly negative impact 
on wine production, 2013 has been kinder. Giving rise to more favourable conditions with an improved 
cycle of growth for the vines, slow maturation and bigger and fuller berries as well as restoring a 
traditional harvest time which in the Centre North, was up to10 to 15 days later than that of 2012 and 7 
to 10 days later in the South and the Islands. 
 
Bizarre weather patterns, but not for vines.  Riccardo Cotarella, President of the Association of 
Assoenologi reports, that after a very mild autumn, one of the warmest on record for the past 25 years, 
winter started with a sharp drop in temperatures compared to the seasonal average. Throughout Italy 
January, February and March had higher than average rainfall, making this one of the wettest periods 
recorded for the past 50 years. 
In Friuli in the first five months of 2013 rainfall equalled the annual average, in May, in Trentino 260mm 
of rain were recorded, the first 3 months in Romagna were the wettest in recent decades, and in the 
Marche from January to April/May the amount of rainfall (464mm) exceeded the average values for the 
last forty year by 46%. In total 50% of a year’s rainfall fell in the first three months of 2013. 
Rainfall was also plentiful in spring and early summer, creating invaluable subsoil reserves, but at the 
same time giving rise in several areas, to a number of problems connected to virulent fungal diseases 
(mildew and oidium) which affected potential yields as well as creating setting issues after a 
heterogeneous flowering. 
During the second half of July and for a month it was very hot, in August, there were important thermal 
variations between day and night thus creating ideal conditions for a very promising maturation, far better 
than those of the two previous vintages. Unfortunately, throughout Italy, there were also hail storms, that 
have adversely damaged the vines. 
 
To date - 31st August - less than 10% of grapes have been harvested. Puglia and Sicily were the 
regions that picked early grapes in the first 10 days of August – states Giuseppe Martelli, general director 
of Assoenologi and chairman of the Ministry of Agriculture’s National Wine Committee – Throughout Italy 
the harvest will peak during the last 7 days of September and the first 7 days of October, ending in 
November with the last harvest of bunches of Nebbiolo in Valtellina and Cabernet in South Tyrol, 
Alglianico in Campania and other various indigenous varieties on the slopes of Etna. 
Early analysis suggests lower sugar concentrations than last year, but a more robust total acidity. 
Grape maturation was gradual, over a reasonable period of time, not concentrated as in 2011 and 2012. 
A slow maturation implies a higher quality, it favours concentration of positive elements such as aromatic 
ones in white grapes and polyphenolic compounds in red grapes. 
2013 therefore promises to be a vintage of attractive quality, but most of its potential is still to be 
assessed. It all rests upon September’s meteorological conditions and those in areas such as Campania, 
Valtellina, South Tyrol and Mount Etna in October. If September and October have adequate sunlight 
and rainfall we will have an excellent vintage, if rain prevails on the other hand, quality will definitely be 
affected. 
 
Assoenologi expects 44/45 million hectolitres of wine. In 2013, 60 to 63 million tons of grapes will be 
conveyed to private and co-operative wineries, converted in 44-45 million hectolitres based on a 73% 
conversion. An 8% increase, compared to 2012 when 41.1 million hectolitres (provisional ISTAT data) 
were produced. The heavy winter, spring and early summer rains followed by the in July and August 
have favoured a correct ripening of the grapes throughout Italy. Hailstorms and fungal infestations, in 
some areas, have affected the quantity produced. If September and October conditions remain 
favourable – the Assoenologi Research centre speculates – the above data (comparable to a five-year 
average of Italian production) will be confirmed. If the sun is superseded by continuous and persistent 
rain, production levels may experience profound variations. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Italian wines are popular and remain the most sold globally. Whilst domestic consumption 
continues to decline, according to Mr Catarella of Assoenologi - in 2013 it will be below 40 litres per 
capita compared to 45 in 2007 and 110 in the 70s, Italian wines sales overseas have risen despite the 
current economic difficulties. 2012 ended with a 6.5% increase in value but an 8.8% drop in volume 
compared to 2011. The figures for the first few months of this year have revealed a further increase in 
value to 9.8% compared to 2012 with a slight decrease in volume to 1.9%. This means that less wine 
is exported but with a greater financial return. An interesting trend in international wholesales, show 
that there has increase in the price of Italian wine per litre, by up to 12% in recent months. 
 
The wholesale market for the 2013 harvest. Trading of grapes, musts and wines for the 2013 harvest 
has just begun. Last year, due to shortages, prices have soared, in some cases by 30% for the most 
popular grapes and wines. 
At present – said Giuseppe Martelli, general director of Assoenologi - the wholesale market is stationary 
in various Italian regions, with similar prices to those recorded in the same period of 2012. An increase in 
price for Pinot is expected in Lombardy. In Friuli Venezia Giulia, wholesale prices are up by over 10% for 
many varieties of white grapes (Pinot Grigio, Prosecco and Ribolla yellow). In Emilia Romagna, a 
decrease in price for this year’s wine, compared to 2012, is expected. Prices have increased in Tuscany 
when compared to the same period of 2012. In Abruzzo prices are down for generic red wines, with IGT 
and DOC wines remaining stable. In Puglia prices unchanged for both grapes and wine, in Sicily prices 
are falling. 
 
In the following page, a region by region summary table on the production situation of musts and wines 
as of the 31st August 2013 can be found. Subsequent tables show summaries of recent year’s 
production data. 
 
The Italian Oenology Association (Assoenologi), founded in 1891, is the oldest and largest wine sector 
trade organisation in the world. The organisation assembles and represents 85% of the active wine 
technicians engaged in Italy’s wine sector, 38% of which have management responsibilities in private 
and co-operative wineries, 12% work as freelance professionals, whilst the remaining professionals are 
employed in various positions. Assoenologi aims to protect professional winemakers and oenologists in 
union, ethical, legal and economic aspects, as well as representing the sector on every level and to keep 
up to date with technical and scientific advances. It also guarantees a range of professional services 
across all areas to its members. 

 
 
 
 

 
All the information, data and tables contained in this document cannot be reported, 

 used or sent in any way or form without quoting: Source Assoenologi 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSOENOLOGI WINE PRODUCTION FORECASTS 2013 – 
REGION BY REGION CAMPARED TO THE LAST 5 VINTAGES 

AND 2012  
 

 Average production Hectolitres expected ±%  expected ±% Av. hectolitres  

Region 2008/2012 production 2012 compared to  compared to expected 

 Istat Data
1
 Istat Data

1
 last 5 year average 2012 2013* 

Piemonte 2,677,000 2,366,000 -7% +5% 2,480,000 

Lombardia 1,282,000 1,222,000 = +5% 1,280,000 

Trentino A.A. 1,176,000 1,210,000 +18% +15% 1,390,000 

Veneto 8,219,000 7,740,000 = +5% 8,130,000 

Friuli V.G. 1,205,000 1,281,000 = -5% 1,220,000 

Emilia Romagna 6,524,000 6,273,000 = +5% 6,590,000 

Toscana 2,604,000 2,098,000 -16% +5% 2,200,000 

Marche 848,000 918,000 +13% +5% 960,000 

Lazio Umbria 2,271,000 2,002,000 -8% +5% 2,100,000 

Abruzzo 2,692,000 2,443,000 +9% +20% 2,940,000 

Campania 1,747,000 1,542,000 = +15% 1,770,000 

Puglia 6,230,000 5,338,000 = +15% 6,140,000 

Sicilia 5,605,000 5,169,000 = +10% 5,690,000 

Sardegna 519,000 503,000 +6% +10% 550,000 

Altre** 913,000 969,000 +16% +10% 1,060,000 

Totale 44,512,000 41,074,000 = +8% 44,500,000 

 

Source Associazione Enologi Enotecnici Italiani 
1 Provisional Istat data 
* Rounded speculated average production per region 

** Valle d'Aosta, Liguria, Molise, Basilicata, Calabria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL ITALIAN WINE PRODUCTION  
IN THE LAST 20 YEARS 

 

 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

 62,672,000 59,290,000 56,201,000 58,543,000 50,563,000 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 

 57,140,000 58,073,000 54,088,000 52,293,000 44,604,000 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

 44,086,000 53,135,000 50,566,000 49,633,000 42,514,000 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012* 

 46,245,000 45,800,000 46,737,000 42,705,000 41,074,000* 

 
Data expressed in Hectolitres 
* Provisional data 
Associazione Enologi Enotecnitci Italiani elaboration of ISTAT data 
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ANNUAL ITALIAN WINE PRODUCTION  
BY REGION FROM 2008 TO 2012 

 
 
 

Region 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012* 

Piemonte 2,480,000 2,858,000 2,996,000 2,683,000 2,366,000 

Lombardia 1,250,000 1,277,000 1,349,000 1,313,000 1,222,000 

Trentino A.A. 1,140,000 1,254,000 1,161,000 1,113,000 1,210,000 

Veneto 8,119,000 8,174,000 8,351,000 8,710,000 7,740,000 

Friuli V.G. 1,014,000 1,130,000 1,334,000 1,267,000 1,281,000 

Emilia Romagna 6,340,000 6,952,000 6,601,000 6,455,000 6,273,000 

Toscana 2,800,000 2,772,000 2,857,000 2,495,000 2,098,000 

Marche 871,000 782,000 927,000 741,000 918,000 

Lazio Umbria 2,640,000 2,514,000 2,134,000 2,065,000 2,002,000 

Abruzzo 3,054,000 2,652,000 3,028,000 2,283,000 2,443,000 

Campania 1,768,000 1,830,000 1,869,000 1,726,000 1,542,000 

Puglia 6,949,000 5,920,000 7,169,000 5,777,000 5,338,000 

Sicilia 6,180,000 6,175,000 5,676,000 4,823,000 5,169,000 

Sardegna 582,000 550,000 475,000 486,000 503,000 

Altre** 1,058,000 960,000 810,000 768,000 969,000 

Totale 46,245,000 45,800,000 46,737,000 42,705,000 41,074,000 
 

Associazione Enologi Enotecnitci Italiani elaboration of ISTAT data 
 

Data expressed in hectolitres 
 * Provisional data 
**  Valle d'Aosta, Liguria, Molise, Basilicata, Calabria 

 
 


