
The wine tourism industry 
directly supports 5 809 

permanent employees for 
their tourism activities.

ECONOMIC VALUE OF WINE TOURISM
IN SOUTH AFRICA 2019

The direct contribution of the wine tourism industry to South Africa’s GDP was R2.4 billion.
The direct, indirect and induced contribution of the wine tourism industry to South Africa’s GDP was 
R7.2 billion in 2019.

GDP CONTRIBUTION

EMPLOYMENT

WINE TOURISM SERVICES & FACILITIES

Accommodation 34%

Restaurant 45%

Cellar Door / Tasting Room 94%

Wedding
Chapel 12%

Wine Tours & Experiences 41%

Conference & Event Venue(s) 43%

This employment is supplemented 
with an additional 4 414 casual 
employees during peak season 

and 2 655 casual employees 
during off season.

5 809

PERMANENT EMPLOYEES DIRECT, INDIRECT &
INDUCED EMPLOYMENT

The wine tourism sector 
supports 36 406 employment 
opportunities in South Africa.

36 406

SEASONAL EMPLOYEES



Micro wine cellars (with a total turnover 
of less than R10 million) are most 
dependent on wine tourism, with 41.3% 
of their total turnover consisting of wine 
tourism activities.

WINE TOURISM SHARE OF TOTAL TURNOVER BY WINERY SIZE

Wine tourism represents 
14.7% of the total turnover 
of wine cellars that crush 
grapes.

WINE TOURISM TURNOVER BREAKDOWN BY ACTIVITY

Wine Tasting

Accommodation

Restaurant

Conference & Events

Food served during wine tasting but not Restaurant

Wedding Venue

Other
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Wine tourism share of total turnoverPercentage of SA Wine Cellars

WINE TOURISM’S SHARE OF TOTAL TURNOVER BY ROUTE
Durbanville   60%
Franschhoek   24%
Stellenbosch   24%
Agulhas    17%
Elgin      14%
Swartland    10%
Paarl      8%
Namaqua 
West Coast   7%
Wellington    5%
Breedekloof   3%
Robertson    2%



LOCALS LIVING
WITHIN 40KM

SOUTH AFRICAN
DOMESTIC VISITORS
LIVING FURTHER AWAY

FOREIGN
VISITORS

OVERNIGHT VISITORSDAY VISITORS

VISITOR PROFILE AND SPEND
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MOST COMMON SPEND ON TOURIST ACTIVITIES PER VISIT BY ORIGIN
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MOST COMMON SPEND ON WINE PER VISIT BY ORIGIN

OVERNIGHT VISITORS

OVERNIGHT VISITORS

DAY VISITORS

DAY VISITORS

ACCOMMODATION (ON-SITE) PERFORMANCE

The survey respondents indicated 
that their average room occupancy 

was 40% per annum.

The most common length of 
stay for overnight visitors was 

2 nights. 

The most common cost of 
accommodation was R1000 

per person per night. 

ORIGIN OF VISITORS
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