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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Texas is the second most populous (after California) and the second largest of the 50 US states (after 

Alaska) in the US. Geographically located in the south central part of the country, Texas shares an 

international border with the Mexican states of Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo León and Tamaulipas to 

the south and borders the US states of New Mexico to the west, Oklahoma to the north, Arkansas to 

the northeast and Louisiana to the east. Texas has an area of 696,200 square kilometers and a 

growing population of over 26.9 million residents (July 2014). 

 

Houston is the largest city in Texas and the fourth largest in the US, while San Antonio is the second 

largest in the state and seventh largest in the US. Dallas–Fort Worth and Greater Houston are the 

fourth and fifth largest US metropolitan areas, respectively. Other major cities include El Paso and 

Austin, the state capital. Texas is nicknamed the Lone Star State to signify Texas as a former 

independent republic and as a reminder of the state's struggle for independence from Mexico. The 

Lone Star can be found on the Texas state flag and on the Texas state seal today. The origin of the 

state name, Texas, is from the word, "Tejas", which means 'friends' in the Caddo language.  

 

The term "six flags over Texas", as can be seen in the Grand Prairie-based large national and 

international amusement park operator Six Flags, came from the several nations that had ruled over 

the territory. Spain was the first European country to claim the area of Texas. France held a short-

lived colony in Texas. Mexico controlled the territory until 1836 when Texas won its independence, 

becoming an independent Republic. In 1845 it joined the US as the 28th state. The state's annexation 

set off a chain of events that caused the Mexican–American War in 1846. A slave state, Texas 

declared its secession from the US in early 1861 and officially joined the Confederate States of 

America on 2 March of the same year. After the consequent Civil War and the restoration of its 

representation in the federal government, Texas entered a long period of economic stagnation. 

 

A Texas industry that thrived after the Civil War was cattle. Due to its long history as a centre of the 

industry, Texas is associated with the image of the cowboy. The state's economic fortunes changed 

in the early 20th century, when oil discoveries initiated an economic boom in the state. With strong 

investments in universities, Texas developed a diversified economy and high tech industry in the 

mid-20th century. As of 2010 it shares the top of the list of the most Fortune 500 companies with 

California at 57. With a growing base of industry, the state leads in many industries, including 

agriculture, petrochemicals, energy, computers and electronics, aerospace and biomedical sciences. 
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Texas has led the nation in export revenue since 2002 and has the second-highest gross state 

product. 

 

In terms of wine, Texas is divided into three main wine growing regions with a vast range of diversity 

and microclimates that allows many different types of grapevines to grow in the state.  

 The North-Central Region spans the northern third of the state from the border of New Mexico 

across the Texas Panhandle and towards Dallas. This includes the Texas High Plains AVA which 

has the highest concentration of grape growers in the state. The eastern third of the state makes 

up the South-Eastern Region which encompasses the area southeast of Austin and San Antonio 

and including Houston. In recent years this area's wine industry has been hit by Pierce's Disease. 

The high humidity around the northern end of this area makes it difficult to grow vinifera grapes, 

while vines in the Muscadine family flourish.  

 Roughly in the centre is the Texas Hill Country AVA where vinifera is grown. At the far southwest 

end of this region, is the state's oldest winery, Val Verde, which has been in operation for over a 

century, making sweet fortified wines.  

 The central-western third of the state is known as the Trans-Pecos Regions which produces 

about 40 percent of the state's grape in the highest altitude vineyards of the area. More than 

two thirds of all the wine produced in Texas comes from this area. The calcareous soil in the 

Texas High Plains is characterised as red sandy loam (tiera roja) over caliche (limestone) with 

moderate low fertility, a terroir similar to that found in Coonawarra in Australia. The vines are 

exposed to long days of sunshine and cool nights due to an elevation of over 1 060m. Cold 

temperatures during the winter give the vines opportunity to shut down and go dormant before 

the growing season. The Ogallala Aquifer provides water resources for irrigation and serves as a 

tempering effect on the high summer temperatures and extreme winter hazards such as freezing 

temperatures and hail. The effects of constant wind over the flat terrain serve as a buffer against 

viticulture diseases such as odium and powdery mildew. 

 

Harvest time in Texas is normally around the end of July, two months earlier than in California and 

three months earlier than most of the wine regions in France. 

 

Viewed in terms of its past, Texas winemaking has a long and rich heritage from which to draw. The 

lands that now comprise the state of Texas are among the oldest wine-producing regions in the US, 

but the newest to establish an industry of winemaking. In fact, wine grapes were planted in Texas 

more than a hundred years before they were planted in California. Most historians agree that the 
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earliest vineyards, thought to grow the mission varietal grape, no longer found in Texas, were 

planted by Franciscan priests as early as the 1650’s along the Rio Grande River near present day El 

Paso. Early European settlers in Texas also planted (for the most part, unsuccessfully) European Vitis 

vinifera grape varietals in an effort to maintain the wine culture they had enjoyed in their 

homelands. German immigrants who settled in New Braunfels and Fredericksburg had success 

producing wines from the native mustang grapes, although those wines would most likely not be 

palatable today. According to the Texas wine industry, as European settlers followed the 

development of mission outposts across the frontier, they brought more grapevine cuttings, further 

developing the industry through the late 1800s. Four hundred years later and grapes are still being 

grown in Texas and bottled into wine, though the wine and grape industry has changed greatly since 

those early days.  

 

Texas modern history with the grape started in the early 1880s. France was hit with a devastating 

grape disease that all but destroyed the wine industry and French economy. A French scientist, 

Pierre Viala, was tasked by French officials with finding a 

cure for the plague of the grape. Meanwhile across the 

Atlantic, horticulturist, botanist, inventor, viticulturist 

and free thinker Thomas Volney Munson was 

experimenting with cross pollination and rootstocks in 

Denison, Texas. Munson had discovered that Texas soils 

and climate were similar to many of the grape growing 

regions of France. He also found that Texas had many of its own grape varieties with particular 

genetic properties, very different than the genetic makeup of the French grapes. This allowed 

Munson to use the Texas varieties, the wild Mustang and other domestic grapes collected mostly in 

and around Ingleside, Texas (near Corpus Christi), to develop phylloxera-resistant stocks. Working 

with Munson, Viala grafted the Texas rootstocks with the French vines, allowing them to recover 

from the devastating grape disease epidemic of the late 19th Century while still growing the ancient 

Vitis vinifera cultivars. The grafting still continues today as researchers have discovered the wild 

Texas varieties have played an important role in providing genetic resistance for grape rootstocks 

used around the world. 

 

Diverse soils and the Texas climate offer opportunities for growing a wide variety of grape types. A 

wide diversity of genetically unique grape species has been identified as native to Texas. The 

legendary T. V. Munson of Denison, Texas was one of the most important grape taxonomists to 

classify the grapes of the world in 1909. Vines are ubiquitous. These native species have played an 
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important role in providing genetic resistance for grape rootstocks used around the world. A large 

contrast exists between native grapes and commercial wine grape production in Texas. Growing 

wine in Texas is very difficult.  

 

It was not however until the 1970s that there was a renewed interest in winemaking in Texas. The 

first two new wineries were established in 1974 - one by Bobby Smith in Springtown and one west of 

Lubbock by a group called the Sandy Land Grape Growers Association, led by Texas Tech professors 

Clint McPherson, Roy Mitchell and Robert Reed (the trio, along with investors, would later form 

Llano Estacado Winery in 1976.) Ed and Susan Auler founded Fall Creek Vineyards in 1975 and in 

1979, William Gipson, Sr. established Pheasant Ridge Winery in Lubbock. In 1981, St. Genevieve 

Winery (now Cordier Estates Inc.) was established in Fort Stockton on land owned by the University 

of Texas. By the mid-1980s, vineyards had been planted all over Texas, with many eventually 

becoming wineries.i  

 

2. DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

2.1 Geography 

 

Area  

 

 696,200 km2 

 

Land boundaries 

 

Geographically located in the south central part of the country, Texas shares an international border 

with  

 The Mexican states of Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo León and Tamaulipas to the south. 

 The US states of New Mexico to the west, Oklahoma to the north, Arkansas to the northeast and 

Louisiana to the east. 

 

Coastline 

 

 Gulf of Mexico 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2060&alphaletter=C&term=Coastline
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Climate  

 

With 10 climatic regions, 14 soil regions and 11 distinct ecological regions, regional classification 

becomes problematic with differences in soils, topography, geology, rainfall and plant and animal 

communities. 

 

One classification system divides Texas into the following: 

 Gulf Coastal Plains 

 Interior Lowlands 

 Great Plains 

 Basin and Range Province 

 

The large size of Texas and its location at the intersection of multiple climate zones gives the state 

highly variable weather. The Panhandle of the state has colder winters than North Texas, while the 

Gulf Coast has mild winters. Texas has wide variations in precipitation patterns. El Paso, on the 

western end of the state, averages 220 mm of annual rainfall, while parts of southeast Texas average 

as much as 1,600 mm per year. Dallas in the North Central region averages a more moderate 

940 mm per year. 

 

Snow falls multiple times each winter in the Panhandle and mountainous areas of West Texas, once 

or twice a year in North Texas and once every few years in Central and East Texas. Snow rarely falls 

south of San Antonio or on the coast except in rare circumstances. Of note is the 2004 Christmas Eve 

snowstorm, when 150 mm of snow fell as far south as Kingsville, where the average high 

temperature in December is around 18°C. 

 

Maximum temperatures in the summer months average from the 26 C in the mountains of West 

Texas and on Galveston Island to around 38°C in the Rio Grande Valley, but most areas of Texas see 

consistent summer high temperatures in the 32°C range. 

 

Night-time summer temperatures range from the upper 14 C in the West Texas mountains to 27°C in 

Galveston. 
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Thunderstorms strike Texas often, especially the eastern and northern portions of the state. Tornado 

Alley covers the northern section of Texas. The state experiences the most tornadoes in the US, an 

average of 139 a year. They occur most frequently in North Texas and the Panhandle. Tornadoes in 

Texas generally occur in the months of April, May and June.  

 

Some of the most destructive hurricanes in U.S. history have impacted Texas. A hurricane in 1875 

killed approximately 400 people in Indianola, followed by another hurricane in 1886 that destroyed 

the town. These events allowed Galveston to take over as the chief port city. The Galveston 

hurricane of 1900 subsequently devastated that city, killing approximately 8,000 people (possibly as 

many as 12,000), making it the deadliest natural disaster in U.S. history. 

 

Terrain 

 

Due to its size and geologic features such as the Balcones Fault, Texas contains diverse landscapes 

that resemble both the American South and Southwest. Although Texas is popularly associated with 

the south-western deserts, less than 10 percent of the land area is desert. Most of the population 

centres are located in areas of former prairies, grasslands, forests and the coastline. Traveling from 

east to west, one can observe terrain that ranges from coastal swamps and pine woods, to rolling 

plains and rugged hills and finally the desert and mountains of the Big Bend. 

 

Texas is the southernmost part of the Great Plains, which ends in the south against the folded Sierra 

Madre Occidental of Mexico. The continental crust forms a stable Mesoproterozoic craton which 

changes across a broad continental margin and transitional crust into true oceanic crust of the Gulf 

of Mexico. The oldest rocks in Texas date from the Mesoproterozoic and are about 1,600 million 

years old. These Precambrian igneous and metamorphic rocks underlie most of the state. 

Sedimentary rocks overlay most of these ancient rocks. The oldest sediments were deposited on the 

flanks of a rifted continental margin or passive margin that developed during Cambrian time. This 

margin existed until Laurasia and Gondwana collided in the Pennsylvanian sub period to form 

Pangea. This is the buried crest of the Appalachian Mountains–Ouachita Mountains zone of 

Pennsylvanian continental collision. This rogenic crest is today buried beneath the Dallas–Waco—

Austin–San Antonio trend. 

 

The late Paleozoic mountains collapsed as rifting in the Jurassic period began to open the Gulf of 

Mexico. Pangea began to break up in the Triassic, but seafloor spreading to form the Gulf of Mexico 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2125&alphaletter=T&term=Terrain
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occurred only in the mid and late Jurassic. The shoreline shifted again to the eastern margin of the 

state and the Gulf of Mexico passive margin began to form. Today 14 to 19 km of sediments is 

buried beneath the Texas continental shelf and a large proportion of remaining US oil reserves is 

located here. At the start of its formation, the incipient Gulf of Mexico basin was restricted and 

seawater often evaporated completely to form thick evaporated deposits of Jurassic age. These salt 

deposits formed salt dome diapirs and are found in East Texas along the Gulf coast. 

 

East Texas outcrops consist of Cretaceous and Paleogene sediments which contain important 

deposits of Eocene lignite. The Mississippian and Pennsylvanian sediments in the north; Permian 

sediments in the west and Cretaceous sediments in the east, along the Gulf coast and out on the 

Texas continental shelf contain oil. Oligocene volcanic rocks are found in far west Texas in the Big 

Bend area. A blanket of Miocene sediments known as the Ogallala formation in the western high 

plains region is an important aquifer. Located far from an active plate tectonic boundary, Texas has 

no volcanoes and few earthquakes.  

 

Elevation extremes 

 

The Gulf Coastal Plains region wraps around the Gulf of Mexico on the southeast section of the 

state. Vegetation in this region consists of thick pine woods. The Interior Lowlands region consists of 

gently rolling to hilly forested land and is part of a larger pine-hardwood forest. The Great Plains 

region in central Texas is located in spans through the state's panhandle and Llano Estacado to the 

state's hill country near Austin. This region is dominated by prairie and steppe. Far West Texas or the 

Trans-Pecos region is the state's Basin and Range Province. The most varied of the regions, this area 

includes Sand Hills, the Stockton Plateau, desert valleys, wooded mountain slopes and desert 

grasslands. 

 

Precipitationii 

 

Table 1: North Central Texas Average yearly precipitation 

Days Place Millimetres 

91 College Station 1018 

81 Dallas 954 

79 Denton 967 

81 Fort Worth 960 

73 Killeen 840 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2020&alphaletter=E&term=Elevation%20extremes
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75 McKinney 1075 

82 Waco 881 

74 Wichita Falls 734 

 

Table 2: South Central Texas Annual averages for rainfall plus snowfall 

Days Place Millimetres 

88 Austin 870 

75 Choke Canyon Lake Dam 670 

60 Falcon Lake Dam 523 

81 Fredericksburg 801 

67 Kingsville 772 

61 Laredo 513 

52 Midland 371 

73 New Braunfels 863 

83 San Antonio 820 

 

Table 3: East Texas Average amount of rain and snow a year 

Days Place Millimetres 

88 Lake Fork 1111 

90 Longview 1221 

102 Lufkin 1243 

106 Sam Rayburn Lake Dam 1518 

109 Texarkana 1320 

115 Toledo Bend Reservoir Dam 1395 

99 Tyler 1184 

 

Table 4: Gulf Coast Average annual precipitation 

Days Place Millimetres 

78 Aransas Wildlife Refuge 1042 

114 Beaumont 1535 

74 Brownsville 697 

77 Corpus Christi 807 

90 Galveston 1093 

104 Houston 1264 

65 McAllen 564 

– South Padre Island 656 

94 Victoria 1047 
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Table 5: West Texas Annual precipitation totals 

Days Place Millimetres 

69 Abilene 630 

72 Amarillo 517 

61 Del Rio 496 

53 El Paso 247 

69 Guadalupe Mountains Park 456 

36 Lajitas, Big Bend Park 276 

66 Lubbock 486 

62 San Angelo 540 

 

Natural resources 

 

Texas has 3,700 named streams and 15 major rivers, with the Rio Grande as the largest. Other major 

rivers include the Pecos, the Brazos, Colorado and Red River, which forms the border with 

Oklahoma. While Texas has few natural lakes, Texans have built over 100 artificial reservoirs. 

 

2.2 People and Society 

 

Table 6: Ethnic groupsiii 

 Texas US 

White alone, percent, 2013      80.3% 77.7% 

Black or African American alone, percent, 2013     12.4% 13.2% 

American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent, 2013     1.0% 1.2% 

Asian alone, percent, 2013      4.3% 5.3% 

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent, 2013      0.1% 0.2% 

Two or More Races, percent, 2013     1.8% 2.4% 

Hispanic or Latino, percent, 2013     38.4% 17.1% 

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent, 2013     44.0% 62.6% 

Living in same house 1 year & over, percent, 2009-2013     82.8% 84.9% 

Foreign born persons, percent, 2009-2013     16.3% 12.9% 

 

German, Irish and English Americans are the three largest European ancestry groups in Texas. There 

are roughly 600,000 French Americans and 472,000 Italian Americans residing in Texas; these two 

ethnic groups make up 2.5 percent and 2.0 percent of the population respectively. There are nearly 

200,000 Czech-Americans living in Texas, the largest number of any state.  

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2111&alphaletter=N&term=Natural%20resources
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African Americans are the largest racial minority in Texas. Their proportion of population has 

declined since the early 20th century, after many left the state in the Great Migration. Blacks of both 

Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin make up 11.5 percent of the population; blacks of non-Hispanic 

origin form 11.3 percent of the populace. African Americans of both Hispanic and non-Hispanic 

origin total roughly 2.7 million individuals. 

 

Native Americans are a smaller minority in the state. Native Americans make up 0.5 percent of 

Texas' population and number over 118,000 individuals. Native Americans of non-Hispanic origin 

make up 0.3 percent of the population and number over 75,000 individuals. Cherokee made up 0.1 

percent of the population and numbered over 19,400 members. In contrast, only 583 identified as 

Chippewa. 

 

Asian Americans are a sizable minority group in Texas. Americans of Asian descent form 3.8 percent 

of the population, with those of non-Hispanic descent making up 3.7 percent of the populace. They 

total more than 808,000 individuals. The Houston and Dallas areas and to a lesser extent, the Austin 

metropolitan area, all contain substantial Vietnamese communities. Americans with origins from the 

Pacific (Hawaiians, Samoans, Tongans, Guamanian) are the smallest minority in Texas. Multiracial 

individuals are also a visible minority in Texas. People identifying as multiracial form 1.9 percent of 

the population and number over 448,000 people. Almost 80,000 Texans claim African and European 

heritage and make up 0.3 percent of the population. People of European and Native American 

heritage number over 108,800 (close to the number of Native Americans) and make up 0.5 percent 

of the population. People of European and Asian heritage number over 57,600 and form just 0.2 

percent of the population. People of African and Native American heritage are even smaller in 

number (15,300) and make up just 0.1 percent of the total population. 

 

Hispanics and Latinos are the second largest group in Texas after non-Hispanic European Americans. 

Over 8.5 million people claim Hispanic or Latino ethnicity. The Hispanics in Texas are more likely than 

in some other states (such as California) to identify as white. In 2010, 49 percent of all births were 

Hispanics; 35 percent were non-Hispanic whites; 11.5 percent were non-Hispanic blacks and 4.3 

percent were Asians/Pacific Islanders. Based on Census Bureau data released on February 2011, for 

the first time in recent history, Texas' white population is below 50 percent (45 percent) and 

Hispanics grew to 38 percent. Between 2000 and 2010, the total population growth by 20.6 percent, 

but Hispanics growth by 65 percent, whereas non-Hispanic whites only grew by 4.2 percent. 
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Languages 

 

The most common accent and/or dialect spoken by natives throughout Texas is sometimes referred 

to as Texan English, which itself is a sub-variety of a broader category of American English known as 

Southern American English. In some areas of the state—particularly in the large cities–Western 

American English and General American English have been on the increase. Chicano English—due to 

a growing Hispanic population—is widespread in South Texas, while African American Vernacular 

English is especially notable in historically minority areas of urban Texas. 

 

Table 7: Top 10 Non-English languages spoken in Texas 

Language % of population (as of 2010) 

Spanish 29.21% 

Vietnamese 0.75% 

Chinese (including Mandarin and Cantonese) 0.56% 

German 0.33% 

Tagalog 0.29% 

French 0.25% 

Korean and Urdu (tied) 0.24% 

Hindi 0.23% 

Arabic 0.21% 

Niger-Congo languages of West Africa (Ibo, Kru and Yoruba) 0.15% 

 

Religions 

 

The largest denominations by number of adherents in 2010 were the following: 

 Roman Catholic Church (4,673,500) 

 Southern Baptist Convention (3,721,318) 

 United Methodist Church with (1,035,168) 

 Islam (421,972) 

 

Known as the buckle of the Bible Belt, East Texas is socially conservative. The Dallas–Fort Worth 

metropole is home to three major evangelical seminaries and a host of monasteries. Lakewood 

Church in Houston boasts the largest attendance in the nation averaging more than 43,000 weekly.  

Adherents of many other religions reside predominantly in the urban centers of Texas. In 1990, the 

Islamic population was approximately 140,000 with more recent figures putting the current 

population of Muslims between 350,000 and 400,000. The Jewish population is around 128,000.  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2098&alphaletter=L&term=Languages
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2122&alphaletter=R&term=Religions
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Approximately 146,000 adherents of religions such as Hinduism and Sikhism live in Texas. It is the 

fifth-largest Muslim-populated state in the country.  

 

Population 

 

Growing population of over 26.9 million residents (July 2014)  

 

Age structureiv 

 

Table 8: Age structure 

 Texas US 

Persons under 5 years, percent, 2013     7.3% 6.3% 

Persons under 18 years, percent, 2013     26.6% 23.3% 

Persons 65 years and over, percent, 2013     11.2% 14.1% 

Female persons, percent, 2013     50.3% 50.8% 

 

Median age 

 

 33.6 years 

 

Population growth ratev 

 

Table 9: Population growth rate 

 Texas US 

Population, 2014 estimate     26,956,958 318,857,056 

Population, 2013 estimate     26,505,637 316,497,531 

Population, 2010 (April 1) estimates base     25,146,104 308,758,105 

Population, percent change - April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2014     7.2% 3.3% 

Population, percent change - April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2013     5.4% 2.5% 

Population, 2010     25,145,561 308,745,538 

 

Birth ratevi 

 

There were 385,746 live births to Texas residents in 2010, a decrease of 3.9 percent (15,853 fewer 

births) from 2009 and an increase of 5.7 percent (20,654 more births) from 2001. The general 

fertility rate for Texas, which is the number of live births to Texas residents per 1,000 women ages 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2119&alphaletter=P&term=Population
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2010&alphaletter=A&term=Age%20structure
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2177&alphaletter=M&term=Median%20age
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2002&alphaletter=P&term=Population%20growth%20rate
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2054&alphaletter=B&term=Birth%20rate
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15 through 44, was 72.4 in 2010. In 2001, it was 76.4. Like crude birth rates, race/ethnicity-specific 

general fertility rates have been highest among Hispanics and lowest among whites.  

  

Death rate 

 

 Per 100,000: 753.33 (US: 732.79) 

 

Life expectancy at birth 

 

Texans born in 2010 had a life expectancy at birth of 78.1 years. A Hispanic child born in 2010 had a 

life expectancy at birth of 79.3 years, while a White new-born had a life expectancy of 78.2 years. 

Black life expectancy remained below the average, at 74.7 years. 

 

Table 10: School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education)vii 

 Texas US 

Persons per household, 2009-2013     2.82 2.63 

Per capita money income in past 12 months (2013 dollars), 2009-2013     US$26,019 US$28,155 

Median household income, 2009-2013     US$51,900 US$53,046 

Persons below poverty level, percent, 2009-2013     17.6% 15.4% 

Texas Population, 2020 (Projections) 

 

Urbanisationviii 

 

Table 11: Urbanisation 

Total Urban population % urbanised 

25 145 561 21 298 039 84.7 

 

Texas is among the states with the largest rural populations in the US along with North Carolina and 

Pennsylvania.ix The Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area is the largest in Texas. While Houston is the 

largest city in Texas and the fourth largest city in the US, the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area is 

larger than that of Houston. 

 

Net migration rate 

Texas accounted for 15.7 percent of the nation's total population growth from 2000 to 2010. In all, 

the population increased by 4.3 million, or 20.6 percent from 2000 to 2010, more than twice the U.S. 

rate of 9.7 percent. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2066&alphaletter=D&term=Death%20rate
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2102&alphaletter=L&term=Life%20expectancy%20at%20birth
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2212&alphaletter=U&term=Urbanization
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Nearly half of Texas' growth from 2000 to 2009 came from people moving to Texas came from other 

states and countries. California, New York and Illinois, meanwhile, experienced significant net 

decreases in domestic migration. 

 

Table 12: Components of Population Change for the Five Largest States, 2000-2009 

 Total 

Population 

Change 

Natural 

Increase 

Total 

Net 

Migration 

International 

Net 

Migration 

Domestic 

Net 

Migration 

Texas 3,930,484 2,124,124 1,781,785 933,083 848,702 

California 3,090,016 2,878,482 306,925 1,816,633 -1,509,708 

New York 564,642 905,882 -846,993 839,590 -1,686,583 

Florida 2,555,130 479,586 2,034,234 851,260 1,182,974 

Illinois 490,751 721,212 -228,888 403,978 -632,866 

US 25,581,948 15,875,579 8,944,170 8,944,170 - 

Source: US Census Bureau 

 

2.3 Infrastructure 

 

Telephones - main lines in use 

 

The number of US phone lines peaked at 186 million in 2000. Since then, more than 100 million 

copper lines have already been disconnected, according to trade group US Telecom. The lines have 

been supplanted by cell phones and Internet-based phone service offered by way of cable television 

and fibre optic wiring. Just 1 in 4 US households had a copper phone line at the end of 2014, 

according to estimates from industry trade group US Telecom. AT&T would like to turn off its 

network of copper land lines by the end of the decade. 

 

Telephones - mobile cellularx  

 

Rates of mobile phone usage remain high and consistent across demographic and socioeconomic 

groups. The prevalence of mobile phones demonstrates the extent to which they have become 

engrained in modern culture. Mobile phone usage is approximately 91 percent for persons ages 18 

to 44. Mobile phone ownership is highest among non-Hispanic whites and Hispanics at 88 and 89 

percent, respectively, relative to 80 percent for non-Hispanic blacks. However, adoption of 

smartphones is higher among minorities, as 73 percent of Hispanic mobile phone users and 63 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2150&alphaletter=T&term=Telephones%20-%20main%20lines%20in%20use
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2151&alphaletter=T&term=Telephones%20-%20mobile%20cellular
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percent of non-Hispanic black mobile phone users own a smartphone, relative to 58 percent of non-

Hispanic whitesxi. 

 

Internet users  

 

 17,176,661 Internet users as of June 2010, 68.6 percent of the population. 

Thirty-one percent of Texas adults do not have broadband (high-speed internet) at homexii. Four 

percent of Texas households lack broadband availability. Both numbers are similar to the US 

average. In rural areas across the country, broadband adoption continues to lag behind urban 

areas, in part because it is less available but also because not everyone is convinced it will enrich 

their lives.  

 

Airports 

 

 Total airports and airstrips (about 1,800) 

 Texas has 730 airports, second most of any state in the nation 

 Largest in Texas by size and passengers served, Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport (DFW) is 

the second largest by area in the US 

 Texas's second-largest air facility is Houston's George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH) 

 The next five largest airports in the state all serve over 3 million passengers annually; they 

include: Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, William P. Hobby Airport San Antonio 

International Airport, Dallas Love Field and El Paso International Airport 

 The smallest airport in the state to be designated an international airport is Del Rio International 

Airport 

 

Railways 

 

 Total railroad: More than 16,000 km 

 Amtrak provides Texas with limited intercity passenger rail service 

 

Roadways 

 

 Total road and street length:  482,803km 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2153&alphaletter=I&term=Internet%20users
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2053&alphaletter=A&term=Airports
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2121&alphaletter=R&term=Railways
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2085&alphaletter=R&term=Roadways
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Waterways 

 

 49,829 bridges 

 680 km of intra-coastal waterways along the entire length of its coast  

 

Ports and terminals 

 

 28 ports 

 Ports employ nearly one-million people and handle an average of 317 million metric tons 

 The Port of Houston is the busiest port in the US in foreign tonnage 

 The Houston Ship Channel spans 160 m wide by 14 m deep by 180 km long 

 

2.4 Environment 

 

Current issues 

 

Texas emits the most greenhouse gases in the US. The state emits nearly 1,680 billion kg of carbon 

dioxide annually. As an independent nation, Texas would rank as the world's seventh-largest 

producer of greenhouse gases Causes of the state's vast greenhouse gas emissions include the 

state's large number of coal power plants and the state's refining and manufacturing industries.  

 

3. GOVERNMENT 

 

Government type 

 

 Federal government 

 

Texas has a plural executive branch system limiting the power of the Governor. Except for the 

Secretary of State, voters elect executive officers independently; thus candidates are directly 

answerable to the public, not the Governor. The executive branch positions consist of the Governor, 

Lieutenant Governor, Comptroller of Public Accounts, Land Commissioner, Attorney General, 

Agriculture Commissioner, the three-member Texas Railroad Commission, the State Board of 

Education and the Secretary of State. 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2093&alphaletter=W&term=Waterways
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2120&alphaletter=P&term=Ports%20and%20terminals
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2128&alphaletter=G&term=Government%20type
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The bicameral Texas Legislature consists of the House of Representatives, with 150 members and a 

Senate, with 31 members. The Speaker of the House leads the House and the Lieutenant Governor, 

the Senate. The Legislature meets in regular session biennially for just over 100 days, but the 

Governor can call for special sessions as often as desired. The Legislature cannot call itself into 

session).  

 

The judiciary of Texas is one of the most complex in the US, with many layers and overlapping 

jurisdictions. Texas has two courts of last resort: the Texas Supreme Court, for civil cases and the 

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals. Except for some municipal benches, partisan elections select judges 

at all levels of the judiciary; the Governor fills vacancies by appointment. Texas is notable for its use 

of capital punishment. 

 

The Texas Ranger Division of the Texas Department of Public Safety is a law enforcement agency 

with state-wide jurisdiction. Texas has 254 counties, the most nationwide. Each county runs on 

Commissioners' Court system consisting of four elected commissioners (one from each of four 

precincts in the county, roughly divided according to population) and a county judge elected at large 

from the entire county.  

 

Although Texas permits cities and counties to enter "interlocal agreements" to share services, the 

state does not allow consolidated city-county governments, nor does it have metropolitan 

governments. Counties are not granted home rule status; their powers are strictly defined by state 

law. The state does not have townships; areas within a county are either incorporated or 

unincorporated. Incorporated areas are part of a municipality. The county provides limited services 

to unincorporated areas and to some smaller incorporated areas. Municipalities are classified either 

"general law" cities or "home rule". A municipality may elect home rule status once it exceeds 5,000 

population with voter approval. 

 

Capital 

 

 Austin 

 

Disputes - international 

 

 None: the border with Mexico often hits the news headlines due to illegal entry 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2057&alphaletter=C&term=Capital
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2070&alphaletter=D&term=Disputes%20-%20international
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Refugees and internally displaced persons 

 

In a year span that ended in September 2014, Texas became the new home for about 7,200 refugees 

from more than two dozen countries, the majority from Iraq and Myanmar. Houston led the state 

with nearly 2,000 resettlements, followed by Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin and San Antonio. Texas’ 

smaller cities have been accommodating the rest, including Amarillo, Abilene and Midland. In 2010 

alone, Amarillo received 730 refugees, about the same as San Antonio and Austin. 

 

Figure 1: Refugees (country of origin): 2014xiii 

 

 

Illicit drugs 

 

 Marijuana is the most commonly cited drug among primary drug treatment admissions in 

Texasxiv,xv. 

 The amount of cannabis seized along the Texas portion of the Southwest Border steadily 

increased over the period 2006 to 2010, while cocaine has dropped continuously from its highest 

levels in 2006. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2194&alphaletter=R&term=Refugees%20and%20internally%20displaced%20persons
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2086&alphaletter=I&term=Illicit%20drugs
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 Methamphetamine seizures on the border remain at very low levels.xvi 

 

Corruption 

 

Table 13: Rank among 50 states: 27th (D+) 

Public Access to Information F Political Financing D- 

Executive Accountability F Legislative Accountability D+ 

Judicial Accountability C State Budget Processes C 

State Civil Service Management F Procurement B- 

Internal Auditing A Lobbying Disclosure C- 

State Pension Fund Management B- Ethics Enforcement Agencies C+ 

State Insurance Commissions F Redistricting F 

 

4. ECONOMIC SITUATION 

 

The economy of Texas is one of the largest economies in the US. As of 2013, Texas is home to six of 

the top 50 companies on the Fortune 500 list and 51 overall, (third most after New York and 

California). As a sovereign country (in 2012), Texas would be the 14th largest economy in the world 

by GDP (ahead of South Korea and the Netherlands). Texas compared to other countries GDP is in 

the same range as Canada, Russia, the Netherlands, or South Korea, among others as of 2013. In 

2010, Site Selection Magazine ranked Texas as the most business-friendly state in the nation, in part 

because of the state's US$3billion Texas Enterprise Fund. In 2010, there were 346,000 millionaires in 

Texas, constituting the second-largest population of millionaires in the nation. 

 

Gross State Product (GSP)  

 

 In 2013, Texas current-dollar GDP was US$1,532.6 billion and ranked 2nd in the US.  

 In 2003, Texas GDP was US$843.7 billion and ranked 3rd in the US.  

 

GSP - real growth rate 

 

 In 2013, Texas real GDP grew 3.7 percent; the 2012-2013 national change was 1.8 percent.  

 The 2003-2013 compound annual growth rate for Texas real GDP was 3.4 percent; the 

compound annual growth rate for the nation was 1.5 percent.  
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GSP - per capita (PPP) 

 

In 2013, Texas had a per capita personal income (PCPI) of US$43,862. This PCPI ranked 25th in the US 

and was 98 percent of the national average, US$44,765.xvii 

 

Industries 

 

 In 2013, the largest industry in Texas was finance, insurance, real estate, rental and leasing. This 

industry accounted for 13.5 percent of Texas GDP and had 3.4 percent real growth. Texas's 

affluence stimulates a strong commercial sector consisting of retail, wholesale, banking and 

insurance and construction industries. Nationally, the Dallas–Fort Worth area, home to the 

second shopping mall in the US, has the most shopping malls per capita of any American 

metropolitan area. 

 The second largest industry was mining, which accounted for 13.5 percent of Texas GDP and had 

3.9 percent real growth.  

 The largest contributor to real GDP growth in Texas was nondurable goods manufacturing. This 

industry accounted for 1.19 percentage points of the total growth in real GDP.  

 The second largest contributor was mining. This industry accounted for 0.52 percentage point of 

the total growth in real GDP. The industry contributions, or sum thereof, may be larger than 100 

percent (and the percentage points larger than the percent change) because owing and declining 

industries offset one another. 

 Texas has the most farms and the highest acreage in the US. Cattle is the state's most valuable 

agricultural product and the state leads nationally in production of sheep and goat products. 

 Texas leads the nation in production of cotton. 

 Texas has a large commercial fishing industry.  

 With mineral resources, Texas leads in creating cement, crushed stone, lime, salt, sand and 

gravel. 
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Figure 2: Top Five State Industries as a percent of Total GDP, 2013 

 

 

 

Labor force - by occupation (Dec 2014) 

 

Table 14: Labour indicators 

Civilian Labor Force  13,056.9 

Employment  (12,450.1 

Unemployment  606.9 

Unemployment Rate  4.6 

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 

Total Nonfarm  11,783.3 

12-month % change 4.0 

Mining and Logging  328.6 

12-month % change 11.5 

Construction  666.7 

12-month % change 7.7 

Manufacturing  890.2 

12-month % change 1.3 

Trade, Transportation and Utilities  2,365.8 

12-month % change 3.8 

Information  210.4 

12-month % change 3.7 

Financial Activities  717.7 

12-month % change 5.1 

13% 

9% 

14% 

10% 
10% 

44% 

Mining

Non Durable Good Manufacturing

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate,
Rental, Leasing

Professional and Business Services

Government

All Others
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Professional & Business Services  1,563.7 

12-month % change 5.8 

Education & Health Services  1,567.4 

12-month % change 4.4 

Leisure & Hospitality  1,205.1 

12-month % change 3.5 

Other Services  405.1 

12-month % change 1.3 

Government  1,862.6 

12-month % change 2.1 

Number of jobs, in thousands, seasonally adjusted 

Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics 

 

Unemployment rate 

 

 The Texas unemployment rate was 4.6 percent for December 2014, down from 6.0 percent in 

December 2013. 

 The Texas unemployment rate has been at or below the national rate for 96 consecutive 

months. 

 The US added 252,000 non-farm jobs in December 2014. The unemployment rate was 5.6 

percent. Between December 2013 and December 2014, US total nonfarm employment increased 

2.1 percent. 

 Texas total nonfarm employment increased by 41,100 jobs during December 2014. Between 

December 2013 and December 2014, Texas total nonfarm employment increased by 457,900 

jobs or 3.9 percent. 

 

Distribution of family income - Gini index 

 

 0.469 (2010) (43rd out of 50 states): US average: 0.469 

 

Exports 

 

 In 2012 Texas grossed more than US$264.7 billion a year in exports—more than exports of 

California (US$161.9 billion) and New York (US$81.4 billion) combined.  

 

Exports – commodities 
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Top commodities and top export destinations  

 

Table 15: Total US Exports (Origin of Movement) via Texas based on 2013 Dollar Value 
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Total Texas Exports and % Share of 

U.S. Total 
251,104 264,667 279,491 16.9 17.1 17.7 5.6 

Total, Top 10 Commodities and % 

Share of State Total 
85,825 114,920 128,217 34.2 43.4 45.9 11.6 

271019 
PETROL OIL BITUM MINERAL 

(NT CRUD) ETC NT BIO 
29,372 34,321 36,466 11.7 13.0 13.0 6.2 

271012 
LT OILS, PREPS GT=70% 

PETROLEUM/BITUM NT BIOD 
0 19,739 21,633 0.0 7.5 7.7 9.6 

847330 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR 

ADP MACHINES & UNITS 
4,806 6,731 9,717 1.9 2.5 3.5 44.4 

880000 
CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT, ENGINES 

and PARTS 
4,369 4,958 4,981 1.7 1.9 1.8 0.5 

854231 

PROCESSORS AND 

CONTROLLERS, ELECTRONIC 

INTEG 

4,351 4,644 4,973 1.7 1.8 1.8 7.1 

851762 

MACH FOR 

RECP/CONVR/TRANS/REGN 

OF VOICE/IMAGE 

5,029 5,085 4,875 2.0 1.9 1.7 -4.1 

271112 PROPANE, LIQUEFIED 2,459 2,456 4,589 1.0 0.9 1.6 86.9 

843143 
PARTS FOR BORING OR 

SINKING MACHINERY, NESOI 
5,501 4,881 4,249 2.2 1.8 1.5 -13.0 

290919 
ACYCLIC ETHERS (EXCL 

DIETHYL ETHER) NESOI 
2,682 2,905 2,929 1.1 1.1 1.0 0.8 

870899 
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES, NESO 
3,516 3,807 2,848 1.4 1.4 1.0 -25.2 
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Table 16: Total US Exports (Origin of Movement) via Texas: 2013 Dollar Value 
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Total Texas Exports and % 

Share of US Total 
251,104 264,667 279,491 16.9 17.1 17.7 5.6 

Top 10 Countries and % Share 

of State  
210,332 226,085 239,500 83.8 85.4 85.7 5.9 

Mexico 87,186 94,438 100,923 34.7 35.7 36.1 6.9 

Canada 22,124 23,859 26,082 8.8 9.0 9.3 9.3 

Brazil 10,064 10,035 10,863 4.0 3.8 3.9 8.2 

China 10,954 10,303 10,846 4.4 3.9 3.9 5.3 

Netherlands 8,819 9,597 9,547 3.5 3.6 3.4 -0.5 

Korea, South 7,435 7,761 7,923 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.1 

Colombia 5,103 5,631 7,099 2.0 2.1 2.5 26.1 

Singapore 6,523 6,383 5,748 2.6 2.4 2.1 -9.9 

Venezuela 3,663 6,925 5,369 1.5 2.6 1.9 -22.5 

Japan 4,427 4,674 5,109 1.8 1.8 1.8 9.3 

 

 

Exports – partners 

 

Texas has been the top exporting state since 2002, due not only to its own business activities but 

also to its position as a major national hub for sea, land and air transportation. In 2013, Texas 

exported record-breaking US$279.7 billion Made-in-America goods to the world, supporting 1.1 

million jobs. Texas is the largest exporter of cotton in the US. In 2012, Texas exported US$1.6 billion 

worth of cotton, 25 percent of all US cotton exports. Trade is a key driver of Texas’ economy and 

President Obama’s two highest trade priorities, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the 

Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (T-TIP), gives Texas and the US enhanced access to 

three out of Texas’ largest five export markets (Mexico, Canada and the European Union). T-TIP 

includes Texas’s top three sources of foreign investment: the United Kingdom, France and the 

Netherlands (as of 2011, the latest year available).  
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Export markets 

 

 The state’s largest market was Mexico. Texas posted merchandise exports of US$100.9 billion to 

Mexico in 2013, representing 36.1 percent of the state’s total merchandise exports. 

 Mexico was followed by Canada (US$26.1 billion), Brazil (US$10.9 billion), China (US$10.8 billion) 

and the Netherlands (US$9.5 billion).  

 Texas’ exports to our 20 existing trade agreement partners cover 60 percent of Texas’ overall 

exports (US$168.8 billion). 

 The state's largest manufacturing export category is petroleum and coal products, which 

accounted for $60.6 billion of Texas' total merchandise exports in 2013. 

 Other top manufacturing exports are electronic products (US$48.2 billion), chemicals (US$47.9 

billion), machinery (US$30.0 billion) and transportation equipment (US$24.4 billion). 

 Texas is the country’s 6th largest agricultural exporting state, shipping US$6.5 billion in 

agricultural exports in 2012 (latest data available according to the US Dept. of Agriculture). Texas 

was the largest state exporter of cotton (US$1.6 billion), beef and veal (US$855 million), hides 

and skins (US$431 million) and the 6th largest exporter of poultry (US$323 million). 

 

Imports 

 

Table 17: Total US Imports via Texas based on 2013 dollar value 
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Total Texas Imports and % Share of U.S. Total 318,791 330,300 311,874 14.4 14.5 13.7 -5.6 

Total, Top 10 Commodities and % Share of State 

Total 
194,654 203,060 182,584 61.1 61.5 58.5 -10.1 

270900 
CRUDE OIL FROM PETROLEUM AND 

BITUMINOUS MINER 
113,768 106,950 88,226 35.7 32.4 28.3 -17.5 

851712 
PHONES FOR CELLULAR NTWKS OR FOR 

OTH WIRELESS 
14,904 13,806 16,695 4.7 4.2 5.4 20.9 

271019 
PETROL OIL BITUM MINERAL (NT CRUD) 

ETC NT BIO 
14,423 14,924 16,389 4.5 4.5 5.3 9.8 

847150 DIGITAL PROCESSING UNITS, N.E.S.O.I. 9,488 10,260 10,313 3.0 3.1 3.3 0.5 

851762 
MACH FOR RECP/CONVR/TRANS/REGN 

OF VOICE/IMAGE 
6,757 7,448 7,895 2.1 2.3 2.5 6.0 

854231 PROCESSORS AND CONTROLLERS, 4,962 6,139 5,514 1.6 1.9 1.8 -10.2 
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ELECTRONIC INTEG 

870323 
PASS VEH SPK-IG INT COM RCPR P ENG 

>1500 NOV 
4,151 5,148 3,323 1.3 1.6 1.1 -35.5 

854430 
INSULATED WIRING SETS FOR VEHICLES 

SHIPS AIRC 
3,053 3,312 3,168 1.0 1.0 1.0 -4.4 

852872 
RECEPTION APPARATUS FOR 

TELEVISION, COLOR, NE 
2,969 3,070 2,857 0.9 0.9 0.9 -6.9 

847330 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES FOR ADP 

MACHINES & UNITS 
2,446 2,376 2,671 0.8 0.7 0.9 12.4 

 

Table 18: Total US Imports via Texas based on 2013 dollar value 
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Total Texas Imports and % 

Share of US Total 
318,791 330,300 311,874 14.4 14.5 13.7 -5.6 

Total, Top 10 Countries 

and % Share of State Total 
277,964 297,480 284,296 87.2 90.1 91.2 -4.4 

Mexico 92,594 99,868 94,662 29.0 30.2 30.4 -5.2 

China 36,358 40,697 42,835 11.4 12.3 13.7 5.3 

Saudi Arabia 15,742 20,101 22,560 4.9 6.1 7.2 12.2 

Venezuela 18,470 19,143 16,210 5.8 5.8 5.2 -15.3 

Canada 14,852 16,041 14,659 4.7 4.9 4.7 -8.6 

Korea, South 8,482 7,243 9,322 2.7 2.2 3.0 28.7 

Russia 9,824 8,339 8,742 3.1 2.5 2.8 4.8 

Germany 5,829 6,907 8,075 1.8 2.1 2.6 16.9 

Colombia 8,236 8,449 7,453 2.6 2.6 2.4 -11.8 

Japan 6,729 7,376 6,766 2.1 2.2 2.2 -8.3 

 

Imports – partners 

 

 Mexico 

 China 
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 Saudi Arabia 

 Venezuela 

 Canada 

 

Commercial bank prime lending rate 

 

 3.25 percent (Feb 2015) 

 

Inflation rate (consumer prices) 

 

 1.5 percent (2014 average) 

 

5. AGRICULTURE 

 

Texas has the most farms of all US both in terms of number and acreage. Texas leads the nation in 

number of cattle, usually exceeding 16 million head. The 1,200 km² La Escalera Ranch, located 20 

miles (32km) south of Fort Stockton, Texas, is one of the largest cattle ranches in the South-western 

US. The state leads nationally in production of sheep and goat products. Texas is a leading cotton 

producer, its second-most-valuable farm product. Texas is a leader in cereal crop production. Three 

counties in the state (Colorado, Wharton and Matagorda) take advantage of water from the Lower 

Colorado River Authority to grow rice and are responsible for about 5 percent of annual U.S. rice 

production. Texas is also a large producer of watermelons, grapefruits and cantaloupes. 

 

Land usexviii
   

 

Table 19: Farms 

 Number of farms Land in Farms (acres) Average farm size (acres) 

2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 

Texas 249,000 248,500 130,200 130,100 523  

US 2.109.810 2.103,210 914,600 914,240 433 435 

 

  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2097&alphaletter=L&term=Land%20use


 

28 | P a g e  
 

Total renewable water resources 

 

Texas throughout the 21st century has been suffering drought. This has cost the state billions of 

dollars in livestock and crops. Existing water supplies (categorised as surface water, groundwater 

and re-use water) are projected to decrease about 10 percent, from about 6,8 million hectares in 

2010 to about 6,19 million ha in 2060. 

 

Groundwater supplies are projected to decrease 30 percent, from about 3.5 million ha in 2010 to 

about 2.3 million ha in 2060. Surface water supplies are projected to increase by about 6 percent, 

from about 3.4 million ha in 2010 to about 1.5 million ha in 2060. 

 

Texas does not have enough existing water supplies at present to meet the demand for water during 

times of drought. In the event of severe drought conditions, the state would face an immediate need 

for additional water supplies of 1.46 million ha per year with 86 percent of that need in irrigation 

and about 9 percent associated directly with municipal water uses. Total needs are projected to 

increase by 130 percent between 2010 and 2060 to 3.4 million ha year. xix 

 

Freshwater withdrawal (domestic/industrial/agricultural) 

 

Although the population is projected to increase 82 percent over 50 years, water demand in Texas is 

projected to increase by only 22 percent, from about 7.3 million ha per year in 2010 to a demand of 

about 8.9 million ha per year in 2060. Demand for municipal water (including rural county-other) is 

expected to increase from 2 million ha in 2010 to 3.4 million ha in 2060. However, demand for 

agricultural irrigation water is expected to decrease, from 4 million ha per year in 2010 to about 3.4 

million ha per year in 2060. 

 

6. WINE INDUSTRY 

 

6.1 Areas under vines 

 

Vineyards can be found in almost every region of the state. Texas has approximately 1,700 ha of 

producing vineyards and boasts eight American Viticultural Areas (wine grape-growing regions that 

have been identified by the US Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau). Texas is the nation’s 

fifth largest grape and wine producer with over 170 wineries and counting.  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2201&alphaletter=T&term=Total%20renewable%20water%20resources
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2202&alphaletter=F&term=Freshwater%20withdrawal%20(domestic/industrial/agricultural)
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For a wine to mention an AVA on the label, 85 percent of the volume of wine must come from 

grapes grown in that designated region, but to bear the GoTexan logo on the bottle, 75 percent of 

the grapes used to make the wine must have been grown in Texas, but not necessarily in the same 

viticultural area (AVA). 

 

The Texas wine, wine grape and related industries produced more than US$1.83 billion of economic 

value to the State of Texas by the end of 2011, the last year for which numbers are available. 

Industry officials say 2014 should prove to be the best economic year yet as a result of expanded 

vineyards and new labels all across the state. In all, the wine and wine grape industry generates 

about 11,000 jobs in Texas, provides a US$400 million wage rate and a total production of about 1.5 

million cases of wine. The industry is growing. In addition, wine-related tourism produced an 

estimated US$437.8 million in revenue to the state from an estimated 1.5 million tourists. Yet 

another benefit is an estimated local and state tax collected each year, amounting to nearly US$92 

million at last count.xx The industry contributes more than US$1.35 billion annually to the state’s 

economy and has an annual payroll of almost US$300 million in direct wages.xxi 

 

6.2 Production 

 

A critical issue facing the Texas wine industry is a shortage of grapes. As the number of wineries in 

the state has grown, the acreage devoted to growing grapes has not kept pace with the demand. Ed 

Auler of Fall Creek Vineyards firmly believes that the Texas Department of Agriculture must continue 

to aggressively encourage Texas farmers to add grapes to their farms and to support existing grape 

growers in the expansion of their acreage.  

 

Texas has gone from 110 wineries in 2005 to over 170 wineries in 2007, yet still utilises the same 

1,700 ha of grapes. This shortage makes it difficult and expensive to make quality Texas wines at a 

price point comparable to other wines in the marketplace and to have a consistent brand to market 

from year to year. By contrast, according to a recent article in the Los Angeles Times, in 1999—just 

10 short years ago—Washington State had 160 wineries, but 24,000 acres of grapes. 

 

Many of the newer Texas wineries have no vineyard and it takes three to four years to bring a 

vineyard into commercial production. There are not enough existing grapes in Texas to supplement 

their needs, as most of the existing grape growers already have on-going contracts with established 
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wineries. Texas wines are no longer only from Texas. This may be fine for the bulk merchandise 

market, but the consumer who loves wines and researches them wants the real thing. 

 

The real thing has a lot to do with the terroir. Most Texas wineries take pride in sourcing grapes from 

Texas vineyards. Grapes grown in Texas soil have a special taste that comes only from a sense of 

place. If the wine is made from grapes from another state, there is no Texas terroir in the bottle and 

these wines must be labelled “For Sale in Texas Only” indicating that some portion, or all, of the 

grapes came from out of state.  

 

Table 20: Self-reported production of Texas wineries, 1979 – 2003 

 

*Adjusted for juice and bulk wine sales between Texas wineries. 

Source: Texas Wine Marketing Research Institute 

 

Eight federally approved viticultural areas currently exist in Texas. A minimum of 85 percent of a 

wine labelled from an area must be made from grapes grown within the area’s boundaries. These 

areas generally represent unique climates and soils that make wine from that area distinct from 

other growing regions. Wines having a varietal designation on the label must also designate the 

appellation of origin (country, state, county or viticultural area) where the grapes were grown. At 

least 75 percent of the grapes used to make the wine must be of the designated variety. 
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The need for more grape production is desperately needed in Texas to keep up with the demand. 

Texas wineries have been forced to look to other grape-producing areas to find enough raw grapes 

to produce the volumes of wine required. In recent years California vineyards have provided most of 

the extra grapes needed by Texas wineries to meet production schedules. Yet, with a historic 

drought in progress and the resulting critical state of the California grape industry, Texas wine 

officials are scrambling to discover additional sources of grapes from other states and regions. The 

ultimate answer to the problems is to increase grape acres across Texas. While the number of acres 

dedicated to viticulture in the state are increasing, demand still outpaces supply and state officials 

say more vineyards are needed—sooner than later. 

 

While producing grapes in Texas pales compared to high-production and widely grown commercial 

crops like cotton, corn, wheat and sorghum, which dominate the state's agricultural landscape, 

viticulture does represent a growing niche market that many first-time farmers have discovered in 

recent years. Producers of Texas grapes and wines, many of them new farming families, are taking 

advantage of an expanding market for Texas wine products. Growing grapes not only satisfies the 

need to get a hands-on farming experience by planting, growing and harvesting the fruits of the vine, 

but also providing the farmer with a chance to process grapes and turn them into a regional wine 

that can be distributed to wholesalers and retailers. 

 

A third possible revenue strategy for family-size vineyards is to take advantage of current farm-to-

consumer trends and cash in on agri-tourism opportunities by offering vineyard tours, seasonal 

wine-related events and annual wine festivals. Some creative producers are offering wine tastings, 

harvest events and live music as ways to celebrate one of the state's fastest growing specialty crops. 

 

There are six basic types of grapes grown in Texas:  

1. Vitis vinifera 

2. French X American hybrids 

3. American varieties 

4. Muscadines 

5. Rootstocks 

6. Native species 
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The Texas wine industry is 99 percent Vitis vinifera. These are the classic wine grapes of Europe 

which are also grown in California and all other major wine regions of the world. Before the new 

Texas wine industry, most vineyards were small and for home or local use. They consisted of the cold 

hardy, disease and insect resistant American varieties. This included hundreds of varieties; however, 

the prominent varieties were the Munson varieties; Beacon, Carman, Champanel and Ellen Scott, 

Cynthiana from Arkansas and the Vitis Bourquiniana varieties, LeNoir, Hebemont and Favorite. 

 

In the early 1970's the American varieties were replaced by French X American hybrid varieties such 

as S 9110, SV 12-375, Vidal 256 and Chambourcin. By the late 1970's with leadership from Kim 

McPherson and others only Vitis vinifera were being planted and by 1985 the Texas industry was 

exclusively Vitis vinifera varieties, except for Port from Le Noir. Since 1996 with leadership by Jerry 

Watson and the Cat Spring Grape Meetings a number of vineyards have been planted in east and 

south Texas using Le Noir, Blanc du Bois and Cynthiana, which are Pierce's Disease tolerant varieties. 

Over 20 additional Pierce's Disease tolerant varieties are being tested in a new vineyard on the Texas 

A&M University campus which was planted in 2001. 

 

In the acid soils of east Texas, Muscadines can be grown to perfection; however, there are only very 

small plantings and only Piney Woods Winery is making muscadine wine. Rootstocks are hybrids of 

native American species, most of which were hybridized in southern France during the phylloxera 

epidemic. Rootstocks are used when a special root or soil problem can be corrected by their use. The 

most common needs in Texas are iron chlorosis which is corrected by using Fercal or 41B, 

nematodes which are corrected with SO4 or Dog Ridge or Freedom. Cotton root rot problems can be 

reduced by using Dog Ridge. One rootstock, 110R can address more than one problem and is the 

leading choice for Texas today. There are 21 native grape species according to Michael O. Moore in 

Flora of North America and 15 grow wild in Texas along fence rows, in forests and on trees. 

Therefore 70 percent of the grape species of the world are native to Texas. The most dominant 

being Vitis mustangensis (Vitis candicans) wild mustang which grows in all of central, east and south 

Texas from the Red River south to the Rio Grande rivers. In the acid soils of east Texas the wild 

muscadines Vitis rotundifolia are very common. Vitis monticola and Vitis cinerea var. helleri (Vitis 

berlandieri) are common in the high pH soils of the Hill Country. Vitis cinerea is common along the 

alluvial flood plains of the Brazos and Colorado rivers. Native species are different from cultivated 

varieties in that the vines are either male or female; with most of the vines being male with no 

fruit.xxii  
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Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay have the highest number of plantings in the state, followed by 

Merlot, Syrah and Muscat Canelli as leading variety in acreage planted. Texas is also home to 

Zinfandel, Tempranillo, Sangiovese and Viognier plantings. The Texas Department of Agriculture lists 

twenty-one wine varieties grown in Texas. From 2005 to 2010, large increases in plantings have been 

seen for varietals like Syrah and Muscat Canelli, while others like Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay 

have declined. 

 

6.3 Wine industry structure 

 

The Texas wine industry is defined by three major stakeholders: 

1. Wineries that produce grapes. 

2. Wineries that do not produce grapes. 

3. Grape producers who do not produce wine. 

 

The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) currently requires that “Texas made wine” states it is 

produced in Texas and must contain 75 percent juice produced in Texas. However, because of 

production limitations, inefficiencies in the supply chain between stakeholders and the evolving 

structure of the industry, this goal is impossible to meet without improving the value chain from 

grape producers to winemakers.xxiii  

 

6.3.1 Wineries 

 

 There are more than 200 wineries in Texas, producing around 4,100 tons of wine, making it the 

fourth-largest wine producing state in the nation. That puts Texas behind California, New York and 

Washington respectively. The University of Texas System is the largest wine producer in the state 

with over 400 ha planted near Fort Stockton in West Texas. First established as an experimental 

vineyard in 1987, the university leases the land to a group of Bordeaux wine makers who produce 

two labels i.e. Ste. Genevieve and Escondido Valley. The second largest winery is Llano Estacado 

Winery.xxiv 
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Description of the American Viticultural Areas in Texas (see map) 

 

 Texas High Plains: An approximate 31,000 square km area comprised of all or part of 24 counties 

in the lower central and western Texas Panhandle region. Established March 2, 1993. 

 Texas Hill Country: An approximate 39,000 square km area includes all or part of 22 counties in 

the Hill Country. This is the largest AVA in the US and includes the “Bell Mountain” and 

“Fredericksburg in the Texas Hill Country” AVAs. Established November 29, 1991. 

 Bell Mountain: An approximate 13 square km area on the southern and southwestern slopes of 

Bell Mountain, which is about 31-35 km NE of Fredericksburg in Gillespie County. Established 

October 10, 1986. 

 Fredericksburg in the Texas Hill Country: An approximate 285 square km area around the city of 

Fredericksburg and to the east in Gillespie County. Established December 22, 1988. 

 Escondido Valley: An approximate 130 square km area between Bakersfield and Fort Stockton 

along Interstate 10 in Pecos County. Established May 15, 1992. 

 Texas Davis Mountains: The entire area contains approximately 699,000 acres located in the 

Trans-Pecos region of West Texas. Established May 11, 1998. 

 

Although the Mesilla Valley viticulture area does cross into the far western tip of Texas, it only 

covers a very small area in Texas with the majority of the area located in New Mexico. Therefore, it is 

not included in this map. 
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Figure 3: Wine growing areas 

 

 

6.3.2 Laws and regulations 

 

A person must be at least be 21 years of age to drink an alcoholic beverage in Texas. An operator of 

a motor vehicle is considered automatically under the influence of alcohol if a chemical screening 

shows a blood-alcohol content (BAC) of 0.08 percent or greater. If under the age of 21, a driver in 

Texas is not able to test positive for any BAC under penalty of DUI charges. 

 

Several counties are completely "dry" counties, where no sales of alcoholic beverages are legal 

anywhere in the county: 

Armstrong 

Bailey 

Borden 

Collingsworth 

Crosby 

Delta 

Fisher 

Franklin 

Hemphill 

Kent 

Martin 

Ochiltree 

Panola 

Parmer 

Roberts 

Sterling 

Throckmorton 

Yoakum 
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Many counties are completely "wet" counties, where all alcoholic beverage sales are legal 

everywhere in the county: 

Aransas 
Austin 
Bexar 
Brazos 
Brewster 
Brooks 
Cameron 
Childress 
Colorado 
Comal 

Cottle 
Culberson 
Dimmit 
Duval 
Ector 
El Paso 
Fayette 
Fort Bend 
Goliad 
Gonzales 

Guadalupe 
Hidalgo 
Hudspeth 
Jim Hogg 
Kendall 
Kenedy 
Kinney 
Kleberg 
La Salle 
Midland 

Mitchell 
Nolan 
Nueces Presidio 
San Saba 
Scurry 
Sherman 
Starr 
Sutton 
Val Verde 
Victoria 

Washington 
Webb 
Wharton 
Wilbarger 
Zapata 
Zavala 

 

 

 

All other counties are a combination of wet and dry areas. All previously opened containers of 

alcoholic beverages must be stored and transported in a vehicle’s trunk or other storage to which 

the driver and or any passengers do not have access. 

 

To qualify for a retail license or permit, a person must be 21 years or older, of good moral character, 

a law abiding citizen and legally reside in the US. A license or permit may not be used by or 

transferred to another person. The new owner must apply for their own license or permit. The 

license or permit cannot be transferred to the new owner. The approximate time to obtain a permit 

is 45 to 60 days.  

 

It is illegal to take any alcoholic beverage into a restaurant/bar that has a private club permit or a 

mixed beverage permit (distilled spirits in addition to beer/wine). It is legal to take alcoholic 

beverages into or out of a restaurant/bar that has a beer/wine permit (no distilled spirits), or an 

establishment that does not have a permit to sell alcohol. However, the business may have their 

own rules against it.  

 

Legal hours of sale/service of alcoholic beverages 

 

On-premise license or permit (e.g. bar or restaurant) 

 Monday-Friday: 7am-midnight 

 Saturday: 7am-1am (Sunday morning) 

 Sunday: Noon to midnight. (10am-noon only in conjunction with the service of food) 

 If the establishment is in a city or county legal for late hours and they have a late hours permit, 

they can sell alcohol for on-premise consumption until 2am any night of the week. 
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Off-premise beer/wine license or permit (e.g. convenience store or grocery store) 

 Monday-Friday: 7am-midnight 

 Saturday: 7am-1am (Sunday morning) 

 Sunday: noon to midnight 

 A wine only package store that holds a beer license may not sell wine containing more than 17 

percent alcohol by volume on a Sunday or after 10pm on any day. 

 A wine only package store that does NOT hold a beer license must have the same hours of sale 

as a package store. 

 

Package store / liquor store 

 Monday-Saturday: 10am-9pm 

 Closed on Sunday, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year's Day. 

 If Christmas Day or New Year's Day falls on a Sunday, closed the following Monday. 

 

Sports venue 

 “Sports venue” means a public entertainment facility property, as defined by Section 108.73 that 

is primarily designed and used for live sporting events. In addition to any other period during 

which the sale of alcohol is authorized, a licensed or permitted premises located in a sports 

venue may sell alcoholic beverages between 10 a.m. and noon on Sunday. 

 

Festival, fair, or concert 

In addition to any other period during which the sale of alcohol is authorized, a licensed or permitted 

premises located at a festival, fair, or concert may sell alcoholic beverages between 10 a.m. and 

noon on Sunday. 

 

Winery 

 Monday-Saturday: 8am-midnight 

 Sunday: 10am to midnight 

 

How to import wine 

 

The holder of a Wholesaler's Permit, Wine Bottler’s Permit, or Winery Permit (with some 

restrictions), can purchase wine from the holder of a Non-resident Seller's Permit outside of Texas 
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and then sell the wine to retailers and wholesalers inside Texas. A winery outside of Texas or the 

Primary American Source of Supply will need to hold a Non-resident Seller's Permit. This permit is 

required of all entities that export alcoholic beverages containing alcohol in excess of 4 percent by 

weight into the State of Texas. The holder of a Non-resident Seller's permit must ship their products 

by a common carrier that holds a Carrier's Permit and may only sell to the following permit holders 

in Texas: Wine Bottler, Winery, Wholesaler, Local Class B Wholesaler and General Class B 

Wholesaler. 

 

The number of states that permit winery direct-to-consumer shipping has risen from 27 in 2005 to 

40 as of January 2015, when Massachusetts' winery direct-shipping law came into effect (both out-

of-district winery and retailer shipping are permitted in the District of Columbia as well). In that 

same time, the number of states permitting out-of-state retailer direct-to-consumer shipping has 

fallen, from 18 states in 2005 to just 14 at present. 

 

Figure 4: Shipping laws for wineries in the US 

 

Source: Wine Spectator
xxv
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6.3.3 The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA)  

 

The TDA is a state agency within the state of Texas, which is responsible for matters pertaining to 

agriculture, rural community affairs and related matters. 

 

6.3.4 Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission 

 

Agents are commissioned peace officers. Agents enforce the provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage 

Code that regulates every phase of the business of manufacturing, importing, exporting, 

transporting, storing, selling, advertising, labeling, distributing, state taxation of alcoholic beverages 

and the possession of alcoholic beverages for the purpose of sale or otherwise. As commissioned 

peace officers they enforce all state laws.  

 

6.4 Consumers 

 

A study into purchasing and consumption patterns of Texas wine consumers in 2014 revealed  that 

wine consumers’ preferred wine style is red (51 percent), followed by white (30 percent) and blush 

(18 percent). Preference for dry wines was only a small percentage (1.3 percent) higher than sweet 

wines. As there tends to be a societal undercurrent that consumers are expected to like dry wine 

over sweet wines, it is hard to state with accuracy that there is truly a dominate preference for dry 

wines by Texas consumers. Consumers reported low product knowledge and a medium level of 

product involvement with wine. For a majority of these consumers, wine is their preferred alcoholic 

beverage with beer and spirits coming in a distant second and third, respectively. This preference for 

wine follows a national trend as reported by The Gallup Organisation, where wine is preferred by 39 

percent of adults, while beer was preferred 36 percent and spirits 21 percent. 

 

California is still the strongest regional preference for Texas consumers (48.2 percent) which is 

significantly lower than the national average of 69 percent. Texas comes in second as the preferred 

wine region (15.5 percent) with Australia, Italy and France trailing in this category. This reflects 

Texans continued support for Texas products. Furthermore, 80 percent of all survey respondents 

stated they have tasted Texas wines. 

 

Despite the finding that Texas wine is perceived to be lower in quality than California indicates that 

perceptions of Texas wines still need to be enhanced. Compared to a 1999 study, there was an 
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increase of 250 percent in wine consumer’s reported purchases of Texas wines. 85% of Texas wine is 

sold and consumed within the state, so it is increasingly important for the Texas wine industry to 

increase exposure outside the state to create a “Texas” brand awareness, whether through specific 

regions or individual winery brands. With regards to origin, respondents prefer wines produced in 

California (48.2 percent), compared to Texas which was a distant second at 15.5 percent. Australia 

was preferred by 8.2 percent of the respondents and Italy by 6.0 percent xxvi  

 

In an effort to supply Texas’ huge demand for popular American varietals (Cab, Merlot, Chardonnay, 

etc.), they have tried to grow the same in Texas. In this regard, most have failed because Texas is not 

California. In its beginning, the Texas wine industry emulated the wines that had been successful in 

France—the Bordeaux varietals, cabernet sauvignon and chardonnay being the most widely planted. 

Texas winemakers proved they could grow the noble European varietals and make wines that could 

compete in the global marketplace, as well as in global competition. Now many Texas wineries have 

moved the focus to varietals other than European, like the Mediterranean varietals, which seem to 

be doing very well. Texas winemakers are finally figuring out what grapes grow best in their climate 

and soil and are building their lists around those. 

 

One of the biggest obstacles facing the Texas wine industry, though, is a lack of recognition caused 

by a tangle of Catch-22s. A million people each year tour Texas wineries, generating about US$300 

million in sales. Yet both are ranked higher in production than Texas. National wine magazines like 

Wine Spectator and Wine Enthusiast rarely give Texas wines a mention. Since statistics show that 

only 8 percent of the wines consumed by Texans per year are Texas wines, but 95 percent of Texas 

wines are consumed within the state, there is no incentive for the Texas wine industry to advertise 

in national publications, nor any reason for those publications to tout Texas wines. Although Texas 

giants H-E-B (the largest retailer of Texas wine), Central Market and Spec’s Liquor retail Texas wines, 

that very fact discourages boutique wine markets and restaurants from supporting the industry.  

 

To foster visibility, the Texas industry has developed the “Wine Trail” concept—a progressive tasting 

and moveable feast, where visitors follow a cluster of events from winery to winery as well as the 

creation of at least 14 regional wine festivals. Both efforts have brought prodigious numbers of 

consumers into personal contact with the wineries and provide invaluable exposure. The Texas 

Department of Agriculture has recently developed a “Go Texan” partnership with restaurants within 

the state, encouraging member restaurants to serve Texas agricultural products, including Texas 
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wines. The impetus is growing, with several high-profile Houston, Dallas/Ft. Worth and Austin 

eateries now serving a decent number of Texas wines. 

 

Increasing restaurant wine list placement brings up the issue of distribution. Many smaller wineries 

simply cannot afford to discount their wines to wholesalers. They make a limited amount of wine 

and need to maximise their selling price on each bottle. Of the wineries that have used wholesalers, 

many have been disappointed by the service they’ve received—often their wines are lost in the giant 

portfolios of the distributors. These problems are countered by makers hand-delivering their wines 

to restaurants and merchants and by selling as much as they can in their wineries’ tasting rooms 

 

Another recurring hindrance in the development of the wine industry is the inescapable fact that 

there are some bad wines being produced in Texas. Many of the early vineyards planted back in 

1975 now have vines that are over 35 years old, qualifying them as noble vines capable of producing 

mature, good wines. Regardless, far too often the quality of Texas wines comes into question. 

 

7. CONCLUSION 

 

Texas has a reputation as being a less than leading wine state. The reasons are two-fold. The 

varietals and their appreciation are a relatively recent development and it is only since around 2005 

that the varietals it had started being rated among the more well-know and popular varietals. 

Cabernet is easy to market. Tempranillo is not and winemakers have had to source from California 

for many of the "traditional" American varietal grapes.  

 

The second reason is partly legal and partly logistical. Laws in Texas are notoriously strict on selling 

alcohol, but even more so on importation and exportation. It is challenging to send wine out of the 

state and yields are low as it is. In addition, Texas more often than not drinks the entirety of its own 

wine every year, leaving little to export. Thus, not enough of the good stuff gets out and the memory 

of past lesser quality lives on to further fuel the cycle.  

 

Texas wine could be good. Winemakers just have to be ready and willing to overcome a nearly hill of 

problems, not the least of which includes a deep identity crisis. That being said, once those are 

overcome, the wine produced can indeed not just be good, but great.xxvii 
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In terms of the future, the industry grew from a US$997 million economic impact on the Texas 

economy in 2005 to a US$1.35 billion economic impact in 2007, the product of general growth in 

consumption of wine by U.S. consumers, the increasing interest in agri-tourism in Texas, the strong 

support of the Texas Department of Agriculture and the aging of the Baby Boom generation.” 

 

In the 2000s Texas addressed many of the major structural issues that were barriers to the 

development of the Texas wine industry (shipping, wet/dry county issues, technical support) and 

now is working on increasing wine-grape production. The industry agrees that it should learn to 

minimize the effects of climate, conquer Pierce’s disease, grow hardier vines through better root-

stock selection and practice proper pruning techniques to deal with diseases.  

 

Texas wineries need to be creative, to create wines that are unique to Texas, not copies of wines 

from somewhere else, to make the best wine and let it stand on its own. To expand beyond the state 

borders, the industry must continue to participate in national and international wine competitions, 

gaining credibility one medal at a time.xxviii 
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