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Global and SA Trends 

 
Global wine trade faces turbulent times 

Early signs suggest that global wine production (supply) and consumption (demand) may be closer 
together in 2021 than they have been since 2017. However, physically bringing wine and consumers 
together may be harder than ever before, as turbulence in wine markets and shipping routes disrupt 
global wine trade.  
 
Preliminary indications for the 2021 global harvest, based on collated industry estimates and 
reports, are that it will be around 25 billion litres, which would make it 4 per cent lower than the 
2020 harvest[1] and the second lowest in the past 10 years.  
 
While global production is expected to decline in 2021, global consumption is expected to increase 
slightly compared with 2020. Global consumption in 2020, according to the OIV, was the lowest 
recorded consumption since 2002 at 23.4 billion litres[2]. The main driver of the overall decline was 
China, where consumption decreased sharply for the third consecutive year, indicating an enduring 
reduction rather than short-term effects of COVID-19.  
Click here to read more  
 
Note: Also read Global Wine Industry Update in the BI Daily dated 27 August 2021 Click here to read 
more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Are you shipping me?!? 

Shippers jockey for limited vessel space, but some companies are getting priced out of the market 
for international freight transportation.  
 
The blows to the global supply chain never seem to end in 2021, resulting in delays that have sharply 
reduced the system’s effective capacity and put upward pressure on shipping rates that began 
reaching record highs months ago. Purchasing ocean transportation has become so expensive that 
many companies with lower-value commodities can’t afford to import anymore, analysts and 
logisticians say.  
 
How extreme is the situation? One ocean carrier told a company it would cost $32,000 to ship a 
group of standard containers from Shanghai to Los Angeles, Craig Grossgart, senior vice president of 
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ocean at SEKO Logistics, said during a briefing for reporters late last month.  
Click here to read more 
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