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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Trends in US wine consumption over the past decade 

By The Wine Gourd  
 
Recently, we have been bombarded with reports about the behavior of American drinkers during the 
current pandemic, many of them apparently at variance with each other. The basic issue is that 
people vary in their behavior, so that some people might increase their drinking, for example, while 
others decrease it, and yet others stay the same. So, some people are drinking more, lots of people 
are buying alcohol online (and not in shops), and restaurants are wondering what to do with their 
wine collections (given that they have few food customers).  
Click here to read more  
 
Note: The attach slide depicts the South African trends.  
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Economic Environment 

 
UK-New Zealand trade deal 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://winegourd.blogspot.com/2021/08/trends-in-us-wine-consumption-over-past.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheWineGourd+%28The+Wine+Gourd%29


Following the UK's exit from the European Union (EU), the Government is on a mission to secure 
lucrative trade deals away from Europe as part of its 'Global Britain' agenda. The UK is also hoping to 
join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) as part of 
plans to expand British trading with other nations. The UK has already secured trade agreements 
with seven CPTPP members, but negotiations with New Zealand are ongoing.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
California Wine Grape Crop Looks Light 

State forecasts 3.6 million tons - Water an issue for some vineyards.  
 
It’s early in the game but as harvest kicks into gear with grapes for white wines coming in, some 
varieties are picking out light, particularly along the North Coast and even more so in certain specific 
vineyards.  
 
With a lighter crop of whites, growers have been able to move through fields fairly quickly, and with 
inventory relatively balanced, scheduling and deliveries have been smooth so far.  
 
Earlier this month, the National Agricultural Statistics Service released its Pacific Region Crop 
Production Forecast, estimating California is on track to harvest approximately 3.6 million tons of 
wine grapes in 2021. A more typical California harvest would yield close to 4 million tons of wine 
grapes.  
 
The crop totalled 3.4 million tons in 2020, the smallest in nine seasons, but 200,000 to 300,000 tons 
weren't harvested because of concerns about smoke exposure. This year’s harvest is looking similar 
in size to last year’s.  
Click here to read more 
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