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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Pro-wine President Macron pleases industry but upsets doctors 

The ‘two-glasses-a-day’ president has often referred positively to wine’s cultural heritage and 
significance - a stance which concerns health professionals.  
 
President Emmanuel Macron openly says he drinks two glasses of wine a day and has said that “a 
meal without wine is a bit sad” - a pro-wine stance which differs significantly from previous 
presidents who were much more cautious about the topic. He has also said that French people 
should not be “hassled” about their wine consumption.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
NZ: Lack of staff, bad weather and Covid-19 creating challenges for wine 

harvest 

Ripe grapes don’t like the rain, and east coast vineyards are doing their best to get their harvests in 
before bacteria and mould takes hold. After a hot summer the grape crops were in great shape, but 
heavy rains in February and March, and labour shortages are causing headaches for some wineries.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
SA wine grape harvest passes halfway mark; promising wines underway 

After a slow start, harvest is well underway as more than half of South Africa’s 2022 wine grape crop 
has already been taken in at cellars. The crop is still estimated to be smaller than in 2021 but larger 
than the five-year average.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets / Blogs 

 
Concha y Toro answers NZ Sauvignon Blanc shortage with new launch 

Concha y Toro has launched a new coastal Sauvignon Blanc under the Casillero del Diablo Reserva 
Especial label. They had already begun eyeing the UK category opportunity for premium Sauvignon 
Blanc after New Zealand harvest shortages had been documented leaving many wine lists lacking.  
Click here to read more  
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Is wine tasting nonsense? 

Wine tasting expertise is neither arbitrary nor useless. It is a matter of having the experience and 
reflective awareness to reduce the role of factors that might distort our impression of a wine. 
Expertise can’t eliminate all subjectivity but it can reduce some personal biases such that with 
extensive background knowledge they give the taster a clearer impression of the wine than they 
would have without the expertise.  
Click here to read more 
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