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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
China’s top 10 wine importing countries in 2020 

All experienced downturns as expected except one country.  
 
1 Australia  
2 France  
3 Chile  
4 Italy  
5 Spain  
6 Argentina  
7 USA  
8 Germany  
9 NZ  
10 Portugal  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Brexit Batters British Wine Trade 

Shipping wine to the UK is now a "bloody nightmare" and it's only likely to get worse.  
 
Is there a more disingenuous statement than "get Brexit done"?  
Almost five years have passed since the United Kingdom voted to leave the EU, but the hard work is 
just beginning. I hope and pray that the great British public will eventually come to their senses. 
Surely they'll realize that frictionless trade with the world's biggest economic bloc was actually quite 
a good idea.  
 
The alternative is too horrific to even contemplate. After only four months of trading with our 
European neighbors as a "third country", Britain is feeling immense pain. Exports to the EU 
plummeted in February; our fishing industry is collapsing; tensions are boiling over in Northern 
Ireland; manufacturers are moving jobs and prosperity away from the UK. And who can blame them, 
when just-in-time manufacturing has been so completely screwed by a cornucopia of Soviet-grade 
bureaucracy?  
 
The UK/EU trade deal abolished tariffs on goods, but neglected to address financial services, or the 
harsh realities of a violent lurch into a new trading framework.  
Click here to read more 
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Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Can your supply chain deliver what your consumer wants? 

In a far more complex business environment, consumer companies can rethink—and potentially 
redesign—their supply-chain operating models for the resiliency and agility they need.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
US Wine Sales Set to Skyrocket 

Strap yourselves in, US wine industry, because you're on a rocket ship that's about to blast off.  
 
That's the prediction from industry analyst Rob McMillan, and it's notable because McMillan has 
become best known in recent years for his gloomy long-term forecasts for wine. But now, McMillan, 
executive vice president of Silicon Valley Bank's wine division, said he expects wine sales to 
skyrocket over the next 12 to 18 months, with growth rates the industry hasn't seen in decades.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Fifteen Thousand Net Acres of California Wine Grapes Were Pulled Following 

the 2019 Harvest 

The report pegs 2020 grape acreage at 620,000 acres (250 900 ha), with 40,000 acres non-bearing.  
 
It indicates roughy 30,000 acres (12 140 ha) of vines were removed in 2020 and that 15,000 acres 
were planted, for a net decline of 15,000 acres compared to what CASS reported for 2019. Wine 
grape acreage fell 2.4 percent with bearing acreage declining 1.9 percent and non-bearing acreage 
down 12.1 percent. Cabernet and Chardonnay were the most planted grapes.  
 
CASS freely admits that the voluntary survey of approximately 8,900 grape growers is unlikely to 
ever attain 100 percent completeness and that it is difficult to detect growers who are planting 
grapes for the first time.  
Click here to read more 
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