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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Nielsen: As consumer optimism rises, so will brand engagement 

Many U.S. consumers began expressing an eagerness to start spending again late last year, and now 
it seems as though brands and advertisers are starting to catch up. The good news for those brands 
is that a growing number of consumers believe 2021 will be the year that they will be able to resume 
their normal activities, and the vast majority of those activities involve spending money.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Economic Environment 

 
Australian wine industry expecting China to lock in tariffs for five years 

Winemakers and grape growers are bracing for China to imminently announce an increase and 
extension to tariffs on Australian wine, paving the way for a potential World Trade Organization 
dispute.  
 
China last year introduced interim tariffs of up to 200 per cent, claiming Australian winemakers sold 
wine below the cost of production and had been subsidised.  
 
Australian Grape and Wine chief executive Tony Battaglene expects Beijing to lock in the tariffs of up 
to almost 220 per cent for the next five years.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
The IWSR: The at-home occasion reignites wine’s appeal 

Driven by Covid-19 lockdowns and closure of the on-premise, the rise of the at-home occasion has 
helped consumers reconnect with wine.  
Click here to read more  
 
 
As e-commerce starts to mature in Asian markets, retailers must rise to new 

challenges 

We have entered a new era of e-commerce in Asian markets. Just as the region has led the retail 
growth engine over the last decade, it now accounts for over 50% of the world’s e-commerce sales. 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/article/2021/as-consumer-optimism-rises-so-will-brand-engagement/
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Today, it is no longer a question of whether people will shop online but rather how frequently they 
buy and how much they will spend.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
California 2020 grape crush 

 

 
California 2020 grape crush  

 
 
Summer droughts in Europe the worst for over 2,000 years 

Recent summer droughts in Europe have been more severe than at any period in the past two 
thousand years, according to researchers at the University of Cambridge, with “human-caused 
climate change” the likely cause.  
 
The study, published in Nature Geoscience, reconstructed summer weather over the past two 
millennia by analsying the rings of both living and dead oak tress in Germany and the Czech 
Republic. While the study was focused on central Europe, its findings add to a growing body of 
evidence concerning the impact of climate change.  
 
While a certain element of water stress during the growing period is regarded as beneficial for vines, 
more extreme drought can adversely impact on yields and have an influence on how grapes develop. 
Some grape varietals grown in drier warmer climatic conditions are naturally better at conserving 
water than others, according to a recent study by the University of California Davis, published in the 
Journal of Experimental Botany.  
 
“Climate change does not mean it will get drier everywhere,” said the Cambridge University study’s 

https://nielseniq.com/global/en/insights/commentary/2021/as-e-commerce-starts-to-mature-in-asian-markets-retailers-must-rise-to-new-challenges/?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=The%20IQ%20Brief%20Newsletter&utm_content=March%2025%20Newsletter


lead author, professor Ulf Büntgen. “Some places may get wetter or colder, but extreme conditions 
will become more frequent, which could be devastating for agriculture, ecosystems and societies as 
a whole.”  
Source: MarketIQ/Vinex 
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