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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
IWSR Drinks Market Analysis’ Post 

Why are fewer new wine drinkers entering the wine market in the Us and China?  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Who’s driving Asia’s wine growth in 2021? 

Asia's wine market remains resilient last year, but which market is driving its growth?  
 
South Korea has achieved the fastest growth rate in import value among the four key Asian markets. 
The wine market’s remarkable rise has led research company Wine Intelligence to praise it that it is 
“closing in on the US as the most attractive global wine market” after jumping from 8th place to 2nd 
place in 2020.  
 
Japan’s wine market is heavily tilted to drinkers with age above 55 years old due to its population 
structure with one of the longest life expectancies and the lowest birth-rates in the world. This 
group of drinkers tends to be less experimental and more price conscious when picking wines. But 
the emerging group of younger drinkers in Japan are more willing to explore new wine categories 
and pool more money on wine, bringing a glimpse of hope to wine import growth, according to Wine 
Intelligence’s report.  
 
Renowned as Asia’s wine hub, Hong Kong did not disappoint in 2021 with a 41% leap in wine 
imports.  
 
China is deemed as a lucrative and exciting market for wine merchants, given its second largest 
economy and an enormous consumer base of 1.4 billion people, but last year’s wine import value 
came as the lowest since 2015 (-13.1% decline).  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
It’s Time to Rethink South African Pinotage 

Few grapes elicit as strong a love-it-or-hate-it response as Pinotage. With established advocates in 
each camp, from producers and retailers to wine writers, judges and consumers, it’s easy to overlook 
any middle ground and head toward an extreme to plant your own Pinotage-position flag.  
 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6900090116421824513
https://vino-joy.com/2022/02/24/whos-driving-asias-wine-growth-in-2021/


But why did the dialogue around Pinotage get to this point? How did a grape hailed by many as a 
uniquely South African variety, positioned for decades to serve as a distinct calling card for the 
country, become so divisive?  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
It’s Time for an American Wine Marketing Board 

Vinography Wine Blog  
 
Those of us who drink and love wine take it for granted. We don’t give much thought to the fact that 
(stupid three-tier laws notwithstanding) we can get our hands on excellent bottles of wine from a 
thriving domestic wine industry by going online to order some, dropping by our favorite fine wine 
retailer, or stopping by a tasting room in wine country.  
 
But that thriving industry (81% of which is in California) has some pretty big challenges ahead of it.  
 
All Signs Point To… Pain  
Click here to read more 
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