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Economic Environment 

 
Sour taste on the palate from Australia’s latest free trade agreement 

Media reports suggest that a $49 million benefit for Australian wine growers from the recently 
signed UK/Australia Free Trade Agreement will be more than wiped out by an upcoming increase in 
UK wine import duties.  
Click here to read more 
 
Global Trends - Beverages 

 
The world bought more champagne than ever last year 

Comité Champagne, a trade association representing more than 16,000 winegrowers and 320 
Champagne houses, said that France exported a record 180 million bottles of bubbly in 2021, an 
increase of 38% over the previous year. Global sales of champagne also hit a record €5.5 billion ($6.2 
billion).  
 
Detailed export data has not yet been released, but in 2020, the United Kingdom and the United 
States were the top foreign markets for champagne.  
Click here to read more 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
Where are Italy’s vineyard areas going? 

In the wine industry, people have become increasingly aware of what can be called The Great Grape 
Migration, resulting from agricultural declines due to climate change (Diversity buffers winegrowing 
regions from climate change losses). Indeed, in the northern hemisphere, Climate change pushes 
winemakers north. There has been much less talk about the southern hemisphere; so, here I will 
look at the north only.  
 
The issue is, of course, that grape varieties each have a set of temperature preferences (both upper 
and lower) for producing high-quality wine-making grapes. If the climate changes, then the best 
varieties in any given area likely also to change.  
Click here to read more 
 
Historical record of Argentina’s wine exports 

The Argentine Foreign Ministry said on Saturday that Argentina’s exports of bottled wine reached an 
all-time high in value last year at $817 million. The previous record was in 2012 with exports worth 
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$786 million. Argentina’s trade surplus was about $15 billion last year, one of its best numbers in a 
decade.  
 
The main countries that buy Argentine wine in bottles are the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Brazil, Canada and the Netherlands, according to a press release from the ministry. Sales also 
increased last year compared to the previous year in Mexico, China, France, Switzerland and 
Paraguay. Argentina mainly produces Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay.  
Click here to read more 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets / Blogs 

 
Outrage over ‘cynical’ ProWein move 

The UK trade has expressed its outrage that ProWein has changed its date to clash with the London 
Wine Fair (LWF) in 2022 – while also expressing deep sympathy for the LWF which is due to return in 
physical form for the first time in two years.  
 
Critics have taken aim at ProWein for its decision, expressing shock, surprise and disappointment for 
LWF organiser Hannah Tovey and her team.  
Click here to read more 
 
Who Will Pick America´s Wine Grapes? 

Crippling worker shortages and rising costs are forcing vintners to reimagine what labor looks like in 
U.S. vineyards.  
Click here to read more 
 
World´s first ´winery airline´ to launch in New Zealand 

There's been much debate about alcohol and flying in the past few years, with some airlines banning 
booze onboard flights altogether. However, a New Zealand wine company is taking things in a 
slightly different direction by launching the "world's first winery airline." Invivo will begin operating a 
route from the North Island of Auckland to Queenstown, in the South Island later this year, with its 
debut flight taking off within the next few months.  
Click here to read more 
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