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Major Wine Producing Countries 
      

 

 Aussie winemakers struggling to make a profit 
 
Australian winemakers are struggling to make a profit, with 85% of growers reported to be unable 

to meet or exceed their production costs this year.  
 
As reported by ABC Online, the news comes from a 2015 vintage report published last Friday by 
the Winemaker’s Federation of Australia.  

 
The situation is particularly dire in the Hunter Valley in New South Wales, where 94% of growers 

are in the red.  
 
“Prices in the warm inland regions are varying season to season off a very low base and we’re not 
seeing a structural uplift in those prices,” the federation’s chief executive Paul Evans said.  
 
“What we need to do is grow demand for wine globally and you’ll see benefits flow through to all 
parts of the supply chain including grape growers,” he added.  

 
Evans stressed the importance of promoting Australian wine in America as a solution to the 
problem via a multi-million dollar marketing campaign. He said the a proposal had been put to the 
Australian government to help fund the project.  
 
The situation is very different in Tasmania, where 99% of growers are making a profit, while 57% 

of growers in the Barossa Valley are in the black.  

 
Across Australia, the 2015 vintage is up in volume by 0.4% on a year ago at 1.67 million tonnes 
but is still below the eight-year average of 1.7 million tonnes.  
 
Grape prices have risen by an average of 5% over the last year with Shiraz remaining the most 
widely planted grape in the country followed by Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon.  

 
Source: The Drinks Business, 21st July, 2015 by Lucy Shaw  

 
  

 

 Napa Sets New Record for Earliest Harvest - 2015 
 
California's harvest season seems to be getting earlier picking for sparkling wines started. Most 

Napa grapes are ahead of schedule.  

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za


 

Early reports are that the crop will be smaller in 2015, after record-size harvests two years in a 
row. It's way too early to talk about quality, but so far most of Northern California has avoided the 
kind of extreme weather events that cause trouble.  

 
Click here to read more 

 

http://www.wine-searcher.com/m/2015/07/napa-sets-new-record-for-earliest-harvest

