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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
IWSC Market Insight: the Chinese wine market 

In 1996, when then Chinese premier Li Peng praised the health benefits of wine during China’s 
National People’s Congress, it sent an unmistakable signal to the country’s officials and politically 
savvy wine merchants: China’s age of wine had come.  
 
There is one thing that is clear about China’s wine market: its boundless promise is matched with 
equally boundless uncertainty. Although projected to become the world’s second-biggest wine 
consumer in 2020, China’s ranking in fact slumped from fifth to sixth, a combined result of economic 
slowdown and pandemic, according to the OIV’s latest report on state of the world viticultural sector 
in 2020.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Beverages 

 
Ciatti Global Wine Market Report 

July 2021  
 
The Northern Hemisphere goes into its summer holidays with the coming crops looking average-
sized or shorter to various extents, while the picture on California’s and the growing areas of Italy 
are foggier. California’s is expected to come in under the average.  
 
The global red wine / white wine dichotomy continues, with international varietal whites in strong 
demand and shorter supply while their more plentiful red counterparts move at a slower pace. The 
relative lethargy seen on the red market as been compounded by this year’s Australian crop of 2.02 
million tonnes (well above he average of 1.74 million tonnes); the tonnage of reds was up 37% 
versus the prior ear and accounted for 57% of the total crop, just when exports to China have 
effectively been halted by China’s imposition of three-figure import tariffs on Australian wines. The 
resulting competitiveness of Australia’s reds has injected hesitancy into Chile’s red wine market.  
 
On the other side of the ledger, New Zealand’s shorter crop this year, in which Sauvignon blanc and 
Pinot Noir tonnages were down 18% and 35% respectively, is likely to – in the words of New Zealand 
Winegrowers – cause “supply and demand tension” on the country’s two signature varietals.  
 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.iwsc.net/news/wine/iwsc-insight-the-chinese-wine-market


Global shipping delays continue and are set to last for the foreseeable. A knock-on effect is a rise in 
the cost of dry goods – cardboard, glass etc – in some countries. COVID-19 restrictions are steadily 
being lifted across Europe and North America and it is hoped this will prove to be an irreversible 
consequence of the vaccine campaign and not, like last year, a summer blip. The supermarket sales 
boom is beginning to fade as the on-trade moves back into full swing, albeit with reduced wine 
menus and – in some instances – capacity issues due to difficulties in recruiting waiting staff. If the 
emergence from the pandemic is indeed permanent, then by the end of Q1 2022 some trends may 
have solidified and the industry will have greater confidence in laying own more commitments for 
the future – building brands, realizing opportunities, and generally getting to grips with a post-
pandemic world.  
Source: Ciatti 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
USA: The shipping container shortage is getting worse 

On the eve of major West Coast specialty-crop harvests, sending products overseas is getting more 
expensive and taking twice as long.  
Click here to read more 
 
 

Unsubscribe | Subscribe 

Privacy Notice 

 

https://www.farmprogress.com/trade/shipping-container-shortage-getting-worse
mailto:engela@sawis.co.za?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE%20-%20SAWIS%20-%20BI%20Daagliks%20-%20BI%20Daily&body=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20this%20report.
mailto:engela@sawis.co.za?subject=SUBSCRIBE%20-%20SAWIS%20-%20BI%20Daagliks%20-%20BI%20Daily&body=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20this%20report.%0D%0A%0D%0AName%20%26%20Surname:%0D%0AEmail%20Address:%0D%0AContact%20Number:%0D%0ACompany%20Name:
http://www.sawis.co.za/winelaw/popia_privacy_policy.php

