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Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
US Wine Exports Total $1.29 Billion in 2020, down 6.4% in value 

U.S. wine exports, more than 95% from California, reached $1.29 billion in winery revenues and 377 
million liters (41.9 million cases) in 2020, according to Wine Institute using Trade Data Monitor. Total 
exports were up 1.1% in volume and down 6.4% in value versus the prior year. The global pandemic, 
retaliatory tariffs, trade agreements providing tariff free access for competitors and a strong dollar 
were all factors in the 2020 outcomes.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Massive Change Proposed for Champagne 

Champagne is facing one of the biggest changes since the appellation was founded, as the 
controlling body seeks to lower the number of vines per hectare.  
 
Champagne has long prided itself on its artisanal production process, and one of the biggest reasons 
for so much manual labor is the high-density planting system, which limits mechanical interventions. 
The current density is estimated to be around 9000 to 10,000 vines per hectare, though some 
vineyards have been planted with a density up to 12,000 plants per hectare. The minimum vine 
density defined by the Cahier des Charges (which specifies the appellation regulations) is just under 
6700 vines per hectare.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Mildew Threatens French Grape Harvest 

It never rains but it pours – literally and figuratively for France in 2021. After frost, hail and 
tornadoes, now mildew rears its head in the north of the country. Following a deluge in Alsace – the 
likes of which hasn't been seen in more than a century – coupled with summer temperatures, fungal 
infections, and powdery mildew in particular, have exploded in the region.  
 
It hasn't all been rosy and lightweight, however, as Campari and Moet announced the were joining 
forces push ever harder into an online sales platform, while shocking images of flooding in 
Germany's Ahr region were all over the news recently.  
 
While it is important to remember that viticulturists rarely need much of an excuse to prophesize 
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doom, it's hard not to see the latest reports as anything but concerning.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
The Wine Gourd: Several storms in a teacup, perhaps? 

Over the past fortnight, a number of apparently controversial issues have arisen in the wine 
industry. However, it seems to me that in several cases the combatants are talking at cross 
purposes; and the media are not helping the situation. So, I will discuss three of them here.  
 
1. Bordeaux: Let's start with the kerfuffle in Saint Emilion, in which two of the Grand Cru Classé A 
estates (Château Cheval-Blanc and Château Ausone) are withdrawing from the upcoming (2022) 
revised classification process.  
 
2. Croatia versus Prosecco: The Croatians have submitted yet another application for special 
European Union recognition of their dessert wine, called “prošek”. In response, the Italian members 
of the European Parliament have protested to the European Commission.  
 
Croatia unlikely to prevail in trademark claim over world’s most popular wine.  
Click here to read more  
 
3. Shampanskoye vs. Champagne: This is being treated as the biggest scandal of the past fortnight. 
The Russian government has deemed it time to start regulating what can be written in Russian on 
the back label of a bottle of sparkling wine.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Technology 

 
The ‘witchcraft’ practices of Biodynamics 

A bill that was overwhelmingly passed through the Italian Senate is coming under fire from a group 
of 21 scientists, now backed by 31,000 signatories, likening biodynamic practices to witchcraft. The 
bill seeks to put biodynamic farming on the same legal level as organic farming, and would 
henceforth be qualified for government funding. Clearly not if the petitioners have anything to do 
with it.  
 
Let’s just repeat that: regenerate soils and increase biodiversity. Witchcraft? Or something that 
every segment of agriculture, from vines to wheat, needs to start doing or we’re all in real trouble?  
Click here to read more 
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