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Global Trends - Beverages 

 
IWSR: Increasing demand for nostalgic flavours in drinks 

Nostalgic flavours such as peanut butter, lemonade and chocolate have become increasingly popular 
during the pandemic. IWSR looks at how the trend is manifesting in different beverage categories.  
 
In times of crises, people are known to seek comfort in the familiar. Over the course of the 
coronavirus pandemic, beverage alcohol consumers have turned to products with nostalgic flavours 
as they seek both comfort and indulgence. This trend has manifested in a number of drinks 
categories, leading to an increase in products inspired by dessert and confectionary.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Australia: Wine industry voices taste for alternatives to glass bottles 

Survey - Click here to read more 
 
 
How to Destroy a Brand in Three Easy Steps 

Regardless of the power of any brand and the passion of its followers, there are three key missteps 
that can erode brand value faster than you can say “sinkhole”:  
 
• React poorly in times of crisis  
• Exhibit tone-deaf leadership  
• Choose to enforce rules rather than collaborate with community  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
The EIU: How has the pandemic changed the global economic landscape? 

The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) has been conducting in-depth research on the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic on the economic landscape. You are invited to discover our findings and their 
implications in our upcoming live webinars “How has the pandemic changed the global economic 
landscape?”.  
 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.theiwsr.com/increasing-demand-for-nostalgic-flavours-in-drinks/
https://packwine.com.au/survey/
https://thewisemarketer.com/brand-loyalty/how-to-destroy-a-brand-in-three-easy-steps/


During these events, which will be held on May 27th, our analysts will discuss the economic and 
political outlook in a world of high debt and low growth.  
 
Key questions that will be addressed include:  
• Will Covid-19 zombify OECD firms?  
• Is an industrial policy boom coming?  
• What's next for monetary policy and labour markets?  
• Are public debt stocks sustainable?  
 
Two sessions to accommodate all time zones.  
Session 1: 9am BST | 4pm SGT  
Session 2: 10am ET | 3pm BST  
 
Register for a session - Click here to read more  
 
There will also be a Q&A at the end of the webinar.  
 
 
Technology 

 
Research funding for artificial intelligence in German viticulture 

Ministry of Agriculture funds two collaborative projects with four million euros.  
 
The German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture is funding two major research projects for the 
use of artificial intelligence (AI) in viticulture. In the "Pinot" project (Project for the Development of 
Artificial Intelligence for Oenological Technology) for the development of digital sensor systems, the 
winemakers' perception of aroma and taste is supported by a digital "artificial nose". This is intended 
to digitally record and objectively record wine-related information, especially the taste from the 
grape to the finished wine. This is said to be a great support for producers and traders in quality 
assurance and traceability of wines. The development of mobile handheld devices and laboratory 
systems for "Pinot" is being funded with 2.9 million euros.  
 
The objective and efficient ongoing quality control of grapes is the focus of the "SmartGrape" 
project, which is receiving 1.2 million euros in funding. This compact measuring system based on 
infrared spectroscopy can determine mould growth, among other things. Many thousands of signals 
of quality-determining grape constituents are measured and processed by means of AI. The method 
should be available at low cost for use in the vineyard and cellar and make work easier for 
winegrowers.  
Source: magazine.wein.plus 
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