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Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
What is the Sweet Spot for Low Alcohol Wines? 

The good news is that the US wine industry is finally listening to consumer requests for lower 
alcohol/lower calorie wines. The bad news is there is not agreement on what this category really 
means in terms of alcohol level. To complicate matters, the large growth in the flavored wine 
category – meaning wines that have added components, such as fruit and/or herbs – makes it more 
challenging to define “Low Alcohol Wine.” In order to make sense of this new and exciting “Better 
for You Wine Category,” it is useful to examine some definitions and consult a few experts.  
Click here to read more  
 
Comment: See Wine Law Newsletter no 2 of 2020 dd 7 February 2020 for South African legislation - 
Click here to read more 
 
 
US: Do Un-Evolved Alcohol Laws Justify Lawbreaking? 

The three-tier system emerged as a regulatory scheme in the wake of the repeal of Prohibition. Not 
many folks know how and why it formed. Here’s the story, with a punchline at the end.  
 
There is a substantial desire within the American alcohol industry for structural change and reform. 
The community, group or organization that can harness that desire could bring substantial and truly 
positive change to the American alcohol marketplace…if only the corruption inherent in the three-
tier system and among its most ardent supporters within the middle tier and within government can 
be overcome.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Socio-Cultural Environment 

 
Winetech 2021 Study Groups and Workshops for Senior Cellar Assistants 

The global COVID-19 pandemic has a daily impact on us from all angles, including our health, 
finances, logistics, relationships, and education, which in turn requires us to develop new skills, 
learning from each other and from our failures. The past year has been disruptive and during this 
time it is easy to forget the importance of training and the transfer of knowledge and technology.  
 
The Winetech study groups and workshops for senior cellar assistants are known for the 
development and transfer of knowledge in a practical and holistic manner and to improve cellar 
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assistants’ knowledge of winemaking processes. In 2021 the senior cellar assistant workshops will be 
presented in Wellington, Stellenbosch, Worcester, Vredendal and Upington, from June until August, 
discussing sparkling wines.  
 
Participants will be able to learn more about the history of sparkling wines, sparkling wines of the 
world, the different styles and legal requirements. The production of South African sparkling wines 
will be discussed and will include information about grape varieties, harvest requirements and 
analysis, the making of the base wine, preparation of yeast for the second fermentation, bottling 
and second fermentation, lees aging and dosage. Participants will be able to taste and discuss the 
different sparkling wines afterwards.  
Click here to read more  
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