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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
China’s top 10 wine exporters in H1 2021 

 
According to the latest figures released by China Association for Imports and Exports of Wine and 
Spirits (CAWS), the country’s wine imports totalled US$818.7 million in the first six months of the 
year, a moderate drop of 1.55% year on year.  
 
Its import volume declined slightly by 1.38% to 211.8 million litres, compared with the same period 
last year.  
 
Here are the top 10 wine exporters (volume in million litres) to China in the first half of the year:  
Chile 64.24  
France 55.6  
Spain 30.4  
Italy 16.89  
Argentina 15.8  
Australia 7.22  
RSA 5.88  
USA 3.69  
Germany 2.05  
NZ .955  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Beverages 

 
When less is more 

No and low alcohol products are attracting a lot of attention lately. Attitudes towards non-
consumption of alcohol are becoming much more positive and accepting, as evidenced by the 
numerous ‘dry month’-type initiatives, ‘mindful drinking’ and the #sobercurious movement with its 
accompanying celebrity supporters.  
 
In the scheme of things, the no and low alcohol segment of the drinks market is small. No and low 
alcohol wines accounted for just 9.3 million cases globally in 2020 according to IWSR, which is less 
than half of one per cent of total consumption. However, the growth rate for this category has been 
well above that of the total wine market. Between 2015–20, the average annual growth rate was 25 
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per cent. The growth rate forecast by IWSR for the next five years (2021–25) is 15 per cent per 
annum on average, compared with less than 1 per cent per annum for total wine volume.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
South African Plastics Pact News 

The South African Plastics Pact members have published a first list of problematic or unnecessary 
plastics, titled "Addressing problematic or unnecessary plastics" for phasing out in 2021 and 2022.  
 
The SA Plastics Pact members have set specific, ambitious and time-bound targets (end 2025) to 
address our design, production, use, recovery and recycling of plastic packaging, including primary, 
secondary and tertiary formats. These targets are:  
1. Taking action on problematic or unnecessary plastic packaging through elimination, redesign, 
innovation or alternative (re-use) delivery models;  
2. 100% of plastic packaging to be reusable, recyclable or compostable* by 2025 (*applicable only in 
closed loop and controlled systems with sufficient infrastructure available or fit for purpose 
applications, with no disruption of recycling systems);  
3. 70% of plastic packaging effectively recycled and  
4. 30% average recycled content across all plastic packaging.  
 
The publication lists the first group of plastics which members have pledged to phase out in 2021 
and 2022. These are:  
Oxo-degradable plastics  
PVC bottles, pallet wrap, and labels  
PVC or PET shrink sleeves on PET bottles  
Plastic stickers on fruit and vegetables  
Thin barrier bags for fruit and vegetables  
Thin barrier bags used at tills  
Plastic straws  
Plastic stirrers  
Single-use plastic cutlery, plates and bowls  
Cotton buds with plastic stems  
Plastic lollipop sticks  
Plastic microbeads in cosmetics  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
Chile Gets "Mega" Wine Cooperative 

Chile's southern Itata Valley wine region is set to get a boost in the future as the country's Institute 
of Agricultural Development (INDAP) announced a public-private initiative with forestry company 
Arauco to establish a 500,000-liter winemaking cooperative in the region.  
 
The Itata Valley itself is known for its original old-vine plantings of Moscatel (Muscat of Alexandria), 
País (Mission) and Cinsaut, often worked by smallholders and farmers. It was one of the first areas to 
be planted with grapevines in the country (reportedly not long after the arrival of the Spanish 
Conquistadors) and, according to Arauco, the valley boasts around 9,000 hectares (22,000 acres) of 
vineyard between 5,500 smallholders.  
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According to INDAP's national director, Carlos Recondo, the project would "allow the development 
of small-scale viticulture in the Itata Valley. Let's hope this [project] will be an example for other 
regions in our country and that it will be a means for the Itata Valley to develop with more strength."  
Click here to read more 
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