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Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Ciatti Market Report May 2022 
What about production this year?  
 
Chile’s 2022 crop is expected to be down approximately 10% from last year – but last year’s was 
bumper. Argentina is expected to have a below-average crop – but will have over 600 million litres 
of carryover at vintage switchover. South Africa’s crop looks in line with the ten-year average. 

Australia’s is potentially smaller, as some red grapes were left unpicked. New Zealand should 
report a crop size bouncing back from 2021’s shortness. In the Northern Hemisphere, meanwhile, 
a wet spring in Spain has allayed drought fears and brought confidence of a good-sized crop; April 
frost visited France but is currently expected to have had limited impact on overall crop potential; 
conditions have been good in Italy; ongoing dryness could limit California’s crop potential. In 
short, we’ve not seen anything – yet – to suggest any drastic changes to availability patterns.  

 
This year’s consumption, however, is altogether harder to grasp. In broad terms, consumer 
patterns spent the second half of 2021 trending back towards their pre-COVID normal, with 
pantry-stocking moving into the past and the on-trade concertedly open again in the major 
consumption markets.  
 
By the Northern Hemisphere springtime, high inflation rates meant the “cost of living crisis” had 

replaced COVID-19 as the headline news topic. We are thus in an intermediate stage where an 
unleashing of pent-up consumer demand after two years of lockdowns is meeting rising awareness 
of inflationary pressure, a confluence of forces that is leading to churn. Consequently, there is 
some buyer hesitancy while they wait for the churn to pass and for the settled, long-term trends of 
our postpandemic world – at least into 2023 and 2024 – to crystallise.  
Source:Ciatti 

 

 
Natural / Physical Resources 

 
Australian wine businesses moving ahead to tackle climate change 
Sustainable Winegrowing Australia has released its inaugural Impact Report detailing the wide 
range of sustainable practices being successfully implemented by vineyards and wineries across 
Australia.  

 
The report outlines the program’s first national data set and the significant steps being taken 
towards net zero emissions for the sector, with all members measuring and reporting their scope 1 
and 2 greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
The Sustainable Winegrowing Australia program, governed by the Australian Wine Research 
Institute (AWRI), Australian Grape & Wine (AGW) and Wine Australia, is a community of change-



making grapegrowers and winemakers who want to make a positive difference for people and the 

planet.  
Click here to read more 

 

 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets / Blogs 

 
Tom Wark Blog: Varietal vs. Terroir 
A wine made from Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon will taste more like a wine made from 
Bordeaux with Cabernet Sauvignon than will a wine made from Bordeaux with Merlot, Pinot Noir, 
or Syrah. The reason is that grape varietal is a much better predictor of a wine’s character than is 
the terroir in which the grapes that went into wine were grown.  

 
This is why I continue to believe that the practice of labeling a wine first by varietal, then by 
region, is the most efficient way to communicate the character and taste of the wine in the bottle.  
Click here to read more 
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