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Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
19 percent of the Italian vineyard area is cultivated organically 

In Italy, around 107,000 ha of vineyards were certified organic in 2019. This is about 19 percent of 
the total Italian cultivated area and thus the highest share of organic cultivation worldwide. These 
figures were published in a report by the Italian Ministry of Agriculture together with the Istituto di 
Servizi per il Mercato Agricolo Alimentare (ISMEA). Within ten years, this area has grown by 109 
percent. According to the figures, just under 23 percent of the land in northern Italy is farmed 
organically; on Sardinia and Sicily and the other islands, the share is already over 29 percent.  
Source: wein.plus  
 
Comment: According to industry sources South Africa is about 2% (1 860 ha). 
 
 
France expects extremely small wine harvest 

Weather conditions cause up to 30 percent smaller harvest than in 2020.  
 
France's winemakers are facing one of the smallest harvests in its history, according to recently 
released forecasts. The volume is expected to be 24 to 30 percent smaller than in 2020, with 
estimates from the Ministry of Agriculture predicting wine production between 32.6 million and 35.6 
million hectoliters, which was last the case in 1977.  
Click here to read more  
 
French wine production predicted to fall to ‘historic lows’ this year  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
Do biodynamic wines taste better than organic wines? 

We have heard a lot about organic wine in recent years. This is made from grapes that have been 
grown using what is intended to be a more “natural” agricultural procedure, whereby both the 
grape-growing and the wine-making try to use ecologically sustainable processes. This apparently 
produces more artisanal wines, and which might thereby be more palate-pleasing, as well.  
 
Beyond organic wine, there is biodynamic wine. Biodynamics is intended to take the basis of 
organics to another level, apparently with the intention of moving closer to some sort of spiritual 
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(metaphysical?) ideal of do-nothing farming and wine-making. Given their intended superiority, we 
could reasonably ask whether these wines actually taste better than do organic wines; but the 
literature answering this question is much less clear.  
Click here to read more 
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