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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Alcohol consumption in Ireland takes a nosedive 

Consumption of alcohol in Ireland is at its lowest level in 30 years, according to Revenue Clearance 
figures.  
 
Beer and cider sales were hit the hardest, down by 15% and 13% owing largely to the fact that 
around 60% of beer sales and 45% of cider sales came from Ireland’s on-trade.  
 
However, the figures show that consumption was down across all categories, with wine 
consumption down by 11.5% and spirits down by 0.3%.  
Click here to read more  
 
Comment: South Africa's packaged volume and value exports over the same period increased by 
8.7% and 22.8% respectively. 
 
Economic Environment 

 
China´s emerging city rankings 2021 

The EIU’s emerging city rankings identify the greatest growth potential in urban China. Hangzhou 
(Zhejiang) tops this year’s rankings, followed by other large cities in eastern coastal China. With 
strong talent and manufacturing bases, these cities will play an important role in China's transition to 
a more technology-driven growth model over the next five years. 
 
[china-emerging-cities-ranking] 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
SALBA welcomes SARS seizure of R15m worth of illicit alcohol 

 
- 152 000 spirits bottles meant for export found in an illegal warehouse  
- Almost half of alcohol sold in the illicit market are spirits  
- Bans and trading restrictions fuel the growth of illicit trade  
 
The South African Liquor Brandowners Association (SALBA) welcomes progress made in its 
collaboration with the SA Revenue Service (SARS) and SA Police Service (SAPS) to fight tax leakages 
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caused by the illegal alcohol trade.  
Click here to read more 
 
Regulatory Environment 

 
EU: De-alcoholised “wines” will soon be called wines, and have appellations 

The EU has long had restrictive regulations regarding de-alcoholising wines. This is about to change. 
Non-alcoholic (de-alcoholised) “wines” will probably soon be allowed to call themselves wine. And 
they will be allowed to keep their AOP (Appellation d'Origine Protégée) or their IGP (Indication 
Geographique Protégée).  
 
The minimum alcohol content for wine has up until now been 8.5% (with some exceptions). 
According to the soon to be rules, AOP and IGP wines can be de-alcoholised to 0.5% and wines 
without geographical origin down to 0%. However, it must be stated on the label that the wine has 
been entirely or partially de-alcoholised. It is not yet clear which techniques may be used, except 
that adding water will not be allowed.  
Click here to read more 
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