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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
German´s bulk wine imports hit ten year low during 2020 

Germany remains the world’s top bulk wine importer, despite shipments dropping during 2020, with 
imports down by over 8% compared to the previous year.  
 
During 2020 Germany imported nearly eight million hectolitres of bulk wine, a 0.7m hl reduction 
compared to the previous year, and the lowest volume the country has shipped since 2009 when the 
market hit an all time high of 9.33m hectolitres. The value of shipments also dropped, by 3.6% to 
€488m, according to Bulk Wine Club.  
 
The category was the only sector that saw its price increase in the German market during the 
pandemic, seeing a 5% increase to 62 cents per litre. Of Germanys bulk wine imports, it actually 
exports over 10% of that volume, with 7.7m litres being shipped on elsewhere. This, however is a 
third less than the volume exported on in 2019.  
 
The vast majority of Germany’s bulk wine was sourced from Spain, though volumes were down by 
8.4% in 2020, compared to the previous year. This compares well, though, with other key countries 
of origin such as Italy, whose shipments of bulk wine to Germany were down by 16.5% in volume 
and 7% in value, dropping by 0.5m hl to 2.5m hl, while the value was down by €10m to €131.5m 
with an average price of 53 cents per litre. France meanwhile, saw shipments drop by 11.5% or 
0.78m hl.  
 
South Africa managed to regain some of the market share it had lost in 2019, making it Germany’s 
fourth largest country of origin for bulk wine with volumes up by 4.2% amounting to 0.55m hl. 
However, the value of its shipments to Germany were down by 3% to €35.4m.  
 
Not only did New Zealand’s bulk wine shipments to Germany enjoy one of the biggest surges of any 
country of origin, with exports up by 20%, but at €2.36 per litre it also commands the highest price, 
several times greater than other countries. The second highest price was the US at €1.02 per litre.  
 
While Germany dominates the market in terms of sheer volume of bulk wine imports, the UK tops 
the rankings when it comes to value, last year spending €674m.  
Source: MarketIQ/Vinex 09042021 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 
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Global share of organic vineyards, 2019 

 

 
Organic Vineyards 

 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
NZ: Light ´n´ Lovely - Low yields but high quality in vintage 2021 

Grape yields across the country have taken a hit from poor flowering, but growers and winemakers 
are welcoming beautiful fruit and a kind ripening season.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
Wines of South Africa Insider Sessions 

12TH APRIL 2021 - HOW IS CLIMATE CHANGING WINE?  
Click here to read more  
 
10TH MAY 2021 - WHAT DOES EMPOWERMENT MEAN?  
Click here to read more  
 
7TH JUNE 2021 - WHAT NEXT FOR WINEMAKING?  
Click here to read more 
 
[WOSA Insider Sessions] 
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