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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Japan’s wine imports down 7% in 2020 

Japan’s wine imports in 2020 dropped by 7% in volume in 2020 compared with the previous year, as 
stay-at-home requests during the pandemic reduced wine consumption at restaurants and bars. 
According to Kyodo News, Chile for the sixth time ranked as Japan’s biggest wine supplier and is the 
only country that saw growth during the pandemic year. Chilean wine exports to Japan during the 
year jumped to 49.10 million litres from last year’s 47.21 million litres, up by 4%.  
Click here to read more  
 
Comment: South Africa's packaged wine exports decreased by 14% in volume and 9% in value. Japan 
was one of the few countries where we saw a decline in 2020. 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Diageo calls SA consumers to make responsible drinking choices with relaunch 

of information resource, DRINKiQ 

Diageo South Africa, together with the South African National Council on Alcoholism and Drug 
Dependency Soweto (SANCA Soweto) and local comedian and broadcaster, Felix Hlophe, is 
challenging South African consumers to make more responsible drinking choices by offering a free 
bank of evidence-based information on alcohol consumption, and professional advice.  
 
DRINKiQ.com, an online resource developed by Diageo and initiated globally, was recently re-
launched with a new look and feel to provide updated and comprehensive information on alcohol to 
the South African public.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
The Wine Gourd: Australian bulk wine exports are economically inefficient 

As many of you will know, the Australian wine industry is in big financial trouble at the moment, 
because the Australian federal government has decided to antagonize the national government of 
one of its biggest trade partners, China. The source of the underlying dispute is somewhat beside the 
point, as it has nothing to do with the wine industry, although that industry is being targeted in 
retaliation.  
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It is therefore instructive to look at the sort of price that the Australians currently get for their 
exported wines. In this post, I will look at bulk wine exports. One obvious place to look is what was 
traditionally Australia's biggest wine export market: the United Kingdom. The British have imported 
bulk wine from lots of places, because they did not have much of a wine-producing industry of their 
own, until global warming started to have a detectable effect.  
Click here to read more 
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