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Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Consumer spending habits rewrite the new normal in 2021 

As shoppers around the world begin shifting their pandemic perspectives, they’re rewriting what 
normal shopper behavior looks like as vastly changed consumers and encountering a vastly different 
reality than the one that existed before COVID-19.  
 
E-commerce outlets must continue to differentiate offerings to hone the habits that will persist in 
the digital shopping space. Meanwhile, physical outlets must re-assert their relevance and 
reputation among shoppers who’ve been met with out-of-stock items, store closures, and limited 
product assortment, leaving them jaded by their in-store pandemic experiences. Add to the mix that 
most consumers have readjusted their household budgets this year, there are a plethora of new 
considerations to the future of omnichannel retailing.  
 
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
Beer industry wants government to change the way it taxes alcohol in South 

Africa 

The Beer Association of South Africa (BASA) is lobbying the government to change how beer is taxed 
in South Africa. BASA has specifically raised complaints around excise tax, which it says should not be 
applied equally to all alcoholic beverages.  
Click here to read more  
 
 
Future wine land 

Some of the world’s most prestigious winemakers list five top regions for making wine in the future.  
 
Anderson Valley, CA, USA  
Corsica, France  
Patagonia, Argentina  
Santa Rita Hills – Santa Barbara County, CA, USA  
Willamette Valley, OR, USA  
Click here to read more 
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Moët workers go on strike 

Several hundred workers went on strike at Moët & Chandon headquarters in Epernay, France, on 
Wednesay, demanding the so-called "Macron bonus", which LVMH has reportedly declined to pay 
out to staff.  
 
The bonus, named after the French premier who instituted it in the wake of the "gilets jaunes" 
protests in late 2018, is a tax-free annual bonus of €1000 ($1190) paid by corporations to employees 
whose pay is less than three times the minimum wage. Earlier this year, the French government 
announced its renewal but local union representative Alexandre Rigaud of the CGT (General 
Worker's Union) to news agency AFP, LVMH and Moët & Chandon were not coughing up.  
 
"The management of Moët et Chandon and LVMH do not want to pay the Macron bonus this years 
and employees don't understand that, with LVMH's profits, Mr. [Bernard] Arnault's personal worth 
and Moët & Chandon's turnover, the management doesn't want to pay it as part of a fair distribution 
of gains with salaried staff," said Rigaud, who said LVMH workers received the bonus in the two 
previous years.  
 
Bernard Arnault, who heads up the LVMH group, became the world's richest person this year and is 
worth an estimated $186 billion. According to Rigaud 250-300 LVMH staff turned out to strike.  
 
The strikers have given LVMH management until the weekend to begin talks with strikes are due to 
resume again on Monday. According to AFP, a spokesperson for the Champagne house said 
discussions would take place with staff.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Technology 

 
California: Coastal Grape Growers Can Use Less Water During Drought 

Study Finds Using Less Doesn’t Compromise Quality.  
 
California grape growers in coastal areas can use less water during times of drought and cut 
irrigation levels without affecting crop yields or quality, according to a new study out of the 
University of California, Davis.  
 
Quick Summary  
- Study sheds new light on how to mitigate drought effects  
- California coastal grape growers could cut irrigation water by half without affecting yield or quality  
- Replacing 50% of the water lost to evapotranspiration is most beneficial to grapes' profile and yield  
Click here to read more 
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