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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
French at-home wine consumption rises after a decade-long decrease 

In response to the pandemic and the partial closure of restaurants, the French have been buying 
more wine to drink at home. “2020 showed a trend reversal with still wines recruiting customers 
who have increased their spend”, states FranceAgriMer. The data shows that the French bought 3.36 
bottles per purchase occasion and went through the checkout around 13 times, equating to an 
average purchase volume of 43.7 bottles per household, up 3.3% on 2019. Despite the increase, the 
level remains below the 5-year average (-5.6%). By way of a comparison, in 2010 households bought 
the equivalent of 55.4 75cl bottles. FranceAgriMer also notes that the increase in wine purchases is 
not as sharp as that for beer or other types of beverage alcohol.  
 
Another negative finding was that wines priced at below €2.99 a bottle attracted more buyers. 
Formats retailing at the lower price points, such as boxed wines and small formats, were also more 
popular. The growth in still wines was mainly driven by discount stores (Leader Price, Lidl, Netto, 
Aldi...), convenience stores, non-specialist online retailers, wine merchants and direct-to-consumer 
outlets. Hypermarkets saw sales decline but continued to be the leading point of sale for still wines 
with a 42.8% market share by volume. Celebrations were few and far between in 2020: sparkling 
wine sales across-the-board were down 4.4% by volume compared to 2019, Champagne dropped 
11.5% and sparkling appellation wines 10.7%.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
UK Alcohol exports plummet 

Alcohol exports from the UK to the EU were in free fall for the first couple of months of this year, hit 
by the perfect storm of Brexit at the beginning of the year alongside Covid lockdowns across Europe 
continuing to shatter the on-trade, newly released data has revealed.  
 
By far the largest of Britain’s alcoholic drinks exports, spirits sent to the EU dropped 32% to £178m 
compared with the same period last year, according to the latest HMRC data covering January and 
February 2021.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
How will the UK´s alcohol ecommerce channel evolve in the mid- to long-term? 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.vitisphere.com/news-93944-French-at-home-wine-consumption-rises-after-a-decade-long-decrease.htm
https://harpers.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/28744/Alcohol_exports_plummet.html


IWSR analyses the drivers and evolution of the UK's alcohol ecommerce channel.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
Producers reveal the scale of frost damage in Champagne 

From Moët to Drappier, we speak to a set of prominent producers across Champagne to find out the 
extent of frost damage to this year’s crop in the region.  
Click here to read more  
 
 
France Opens up to Foreign Grapes 

In an effort to combat the effects of climate change on vineyards in the south of France, authorities 
in the Gard have begun planting numerous foreign grape varieties (including southern Italian, 
Georgian, and Greek species) to gauge their effectiveness in the region.  
 
According to the Gard Chamber of Agriculture, 32 varieties were planted on Friday last week in a 
trial vineyard just south of Nîmes. These include Negroamaro and Fiano (from southern Italy) as well 
as the Greek Assyrtiko and Georgian varieties. The new plantings are part of a long-running program 
of experimentation around innovation and drought-resistance in the region. Eventually, the 
experimental vineyard will host 64 different vines with the object of encouraging local viticulturists 
to visit the site and potentially integrating the varieties into their vineyards. The trial is due to run for 
three years.  
Click here to read more  
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