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Economic Environment 

 
UK Free Trade Agreement 

On 17 December 2021 Australia and the United Kingdom (UK) signed the Australia – United Kingdom 
Free Trade Agreement. It is a landmark agreement, and one of the first to be finalised with the UK 
since Brexit. For wine, the FTA will see the elimination of import tariffs on entry into force. This 
creates a level playing field for Australia’s wine exports with our major competitors from Continental 
Europe. Wine Australia has estimated that the tariff elimination represents a saving of 
approximately AUD $43million per year for the Australian wine sector.  
 
Wine sector specific trade technical issues (eg carbonation, sweetening etc) are not included as part 
of the FTA, however it does provide a platform for future dialogue to continue to work together on 
technical issues. This work will continue through ongoing discussions and negotiation of Australia 
and UKs Wine Agreement and the existing processes established to amend it.  
 
The FTA will need to undergo the usual ratification process within Australia and the UK after which it 
will enter into force. No timeframe is available for the finalisation of the ratification process, 
however it is expected to be completed during the course of 2022.  
Source: Australian Grape and Wine Grower 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
French vineyards due to trial anti-frost lamps 

The module, made from 100% French materials, is attached to the trellis wire above the fruit cane 
and is triggered when the temperature drops below the set point defined by the winegrower.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
IWSR: Led by the US, beverage alcohol ecommerce value expected to grow 

+66% across key markets 2020-2025 

Younger legal-drinking-age consumers drive shift from ‘traditional’ ecommerce channels to more 
‘modern,’ app-led online platforms.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
The OIV stands for the legitimacy of wine as part of a healthy lifestyle 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.vitisphere.com/news-95859-french-vineyards-due-to-trial-anti-frost-lamps.html
https://www.theiwsr.com/led-by-the-us-beverage-alcohol-ecommerce-value-expected-to-grow-66-across-key-markets-2020-2025/


The OIV held a meeting with the WHO today in Geneva to discuss the role of wine in alcohol policies 
and to differentiate it from other industrial beverages or tobacco products in their risk of alcohol 
abuse.  
 
Now, the European Parliament will vote on 14th of February the adoption of the report that could 
recommend to include “health warning labels”. Therefore, wine could be considered as a potential 
carcinogenic beverage along with other alcohol beverages and as we see today with tobacco.  
 
However, the OIV has always encouraged responsible drinking and has published many works on the 
research into the effects of moderate wine consumption on health.  
Click here to read more 
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