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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
UK: January drinks sales down from pre-pandemic levels 

Hospitality continues to suffer the effects of the pandemic with drinks sales in British pubs, bars and 
restaurants down 11% in the week to 22 January 2022 compared with the same period in 2019, the 
CGA Drinks Recovery Tracker has found.  
 
CGA managing director, UK and Ireland, Jonathan Jones, said: “It’s been a very challenging start to 
2022 in the hospitality sector, further weakening drinking-out businesses that suffered a collapse in 
sales over Christmas.”  
Click here to read more 
 
 
US: The Next Normal—DtC Shipping Reverts to Pre-Pandemic Predictions 

The 2022 Direct to Consumer Wine Shipping Report has been released, and the industry is likely 
breathing a collective sigh of relief. The report, an annual collaboration between Sovos 
ShipCompliant and Wines Vines Analytics, shows the industry slowly returning to its pre-pandemic 
state.  
 
Using the Wines Vines Analytics model, the report analyzes detailed, monthly, direct-to-consumer 
(DtC) shipment data from more than 1,300 anonymous U.S. wineries. This data—totaling more than 
42 million shipments over the course of 2021—is projected to the set of all U.S. wineries, and a 
model of DtC activity is created for study.  
 
The DtC shipping channel increased 13.4 percent in 2021 to a milestone total of $4.2 billion. Topping 
$4 billion for the first time was a direct result of “significant increases in average price per bottle 
shipped as winery discounting waned.” In the end, 2021 saw the largest ever year-over-year increase 
in the average price per bottle shipped (up 11.8 percent to $41.16 per bottle).  
 
While impressive on its surface, this significant increase in the average price per bottle comes on the 
heels of a 9.5 percent decrease in average bottle price in 2020. When the price change is factored in, 
the case volume of DtC shipments increased by a mere 1.4 percent—the smallest year-over-year 
increase ever noted in the 12 years the report has been issued.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Economic Environment 
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Rabobank: The Most Important Economic Trends of 2022 (Podcast) 

Get up-to-date on equity markets, labor, and inflation as Rabobank’s world-class economists Jane 
Foley and Christian Lawrence join the Liquid Assets team to dissect the economic stories you need to 
pay attention to in 2022.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
NZ: Rain and labour clouds in optimistic outlook for 2022 wine vintage 

If you pay attention to this activity each year you may also have noticed the netting in New Zealand 
seems to be going on a little earlier than usual, and you would be right. The fantastic warm weather 
has encouraged the grapes to start veraison earlier this year than long term averages, in some 
vineyards by as much as a week to 10 days early. That, in turn, means the potential for an early 
grape harvest this year in some grape growing sub-regions.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets / Blogs 

 
Successful Succession Planning for Family-Owned Wine Businesses 

The most important thing to understand about wineries, estate planning, and preparing the way for 
a family succession? “It’s all about transparency and communication,” says Lauren A. Galbraith, an 
attorney for the San Francisco firm of Farella Braun + Martel who works with families and businesses 
who need estate planning . “And that goes in both directions for the visions of what’s next—for both 
the owners and the family members.”  
Click here to read more 
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