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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
US Wine´s Future Still Big and Buttery 

What is the short-term future of the US wine market? Two companies making big deals last week 
showed what they think: buttery Chardonnay and affordable big red wines.  
 
This is of course an oversimplification: the US market is huge and diverse. There's room for both 16 
percent alcohol Zinfandel, and Pinot Gris fermented with apples and beer hops. But these are niches 
for small companies.  
 
Big companies want to sell wine by the truckload, which means they want to make, or acquire, wine 
that sells by the truckload. And Americans are still drinking the wines that hip drinkers declared dead 
years ago.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Webinar – The South African Wine Market 

The liquor category continues to be impacted by channel shifts and category dynamics, all of which 
are playing out against the ever-evolving backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic. Commissioned by 
SAWIS, NielsenIQ will unpack how the liquor landscape has changed as a whole and what this has 
meant for the wine industry specifically empowering brands and retailers to set themselves up to 
win and grow in this environment.  
 
Please diarise:  
Date: 7 December 2021  
Time: 10:30 to 11:30  
 
Join on your computer or mobile app  
Click the link to Open Teams and to join the meeting (Microsoft Teams Meeting)  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
How SA’s Cabernet Collective aims to drive specialisation as key message 

The Cabernet Collective believe that Cabernet is the grape for South Africa to hang its hat on – that 
the message from the industry should be specialisation rather than diversification, and that big 
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brands should carry this message to the outside world to allow South Africa to ride bumps in the 
road more smoothly.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
Media Statement - SA Government should consider the impact of its domestic 

decisions on the southern African region 

South African Liquor Brandowners Association (SALBA) has urged the South African Government to 
align its country’s response to the emergence of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 with the 
responses of other southern African countries equally affected by the unjustified travel ban that has 
been imposed on the region.  
 
• Intra country and cross border smuggling is the fastest growing segment of the estimated R44,5 
billion illegal alcohol trade market  
• Some SADC countries are achieving higher vaccine coverage rates than South Africa  
 
SA wine industry calls for responsible action enforcement and a vigorous vaccination campaign  
Click here to read more 
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