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Economic Environment 

 
EIU: World Country Forecast Report 

The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) forecasts that global GDP will rebound by 5.4% in 2021, 
returning to its pre-pandemic level by the end of the year. However, the pace of recovery will vary 
greatly across regions.  
 
The World Country Forecast report provides insights into how economic and political developments 
will shape the business environment in 82 countries over the next five years.  
 
What’s included?  
• Comprehensive five-year economic, political and policy outlook  
• Long-term forecasts out to 2050 for key economic indicators  
• Comparable ranking of business environment attractiveness  
• Analysis of medium-term market opportunities  
• Data summary of historical and forecast economic indicators  
Click here to read more 
 
 
UK-New Zealand trade deal close but will only have a ‘minuscule’ impact in 

British shops, experts say 

Negotiations have intensified, i understands, in the hope agreement could be reached as early as 
this week, although Trade Secretary Liz Truss is holding out for a better deal and is prepared for 
negotiations to “drag on” if necessary.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Wine Intelligence: Does social media impact wine choice? 

Although wine influencers on social media platforms such as TikTok and Instagram are becoming 
increasingly prevalent, regular wine drinkers in markets including the US, China and the UK continue 
to rely more heavily on friends and family as trusted sources for wine information.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 
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Italy wine exports to China surpass pre-pandemic levels 

Italy wine exports to China surpass pre-pandemic levels Italian wine exports recovered enough to 
surpass pre-pandemic levels during the first half of this year, according to a preliminary report 
released Thursday by the consultancy Nomisma.  
 
Exports to China led the way compared to last year, growing by 36.8 percent, Nomisma said. Exports 
to Russia, which rose by 29.4 percent, also saw strong gains, followed by exports to Germany which 
increased by 9.3 percent.  
 
The major export markets that did not keep pace with the overall trend included the United States, 
where exports rose by a modest 1 percent, Canada, where they increased by just 2.5 percent, and 
Britain, where Italian wine exports fell by 0.4 percent compared to last year.  
Click here to read more  

 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
Time for Wine to Go Topless 

Are wine capsules a crucial element of the theatre of opening a bottle or a crime against humanity?  
 
The emotions surrounding this seemingly insignificant accessory are immoderate themselves. On the 
one hand, you have topless advocates who say it’s pointless and terrible for the environment to add 
a dodgy tin hat on a bottle, and on the other, you have traditionalists who believe that the capsule 
provides them with an easy way to distinguish themselves on the shelf, and that furthermore, 
bottles without them look "weird".  
Click here to read more 
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