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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Ukraine conflict prompts EU concerns for wine exports 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has prompted French president Emmanuel Macron, numerous wine and 
agricultural organizations, and senior figures in EU countries to voice concerns over the future of 
exports to the Russian Federation. Speaking at the International Agricultural Salon being held in Paris 
this weekend, the French premier told attendees the war would have consequences for French 
agribusiness and for many countries.  
 
Others feared a backlash from the Kremlin as a result of projected international sanctions on Russia. 
The governing body of the Italian Agricultural Confederation (Confagricoltura) said Italian wine and 
pasta exports could suffer in a tit-for-tat trade war.  
 
Along with Georgia, Italy is one of the top wine exporters to Russia, with wine exports to the country 
worth a reported €332 million (US$375 million). According to reports, main exports include 
Prosecco, Lambrusco and Asti Spumante, as well as range of classic DOP/DOC wines from Tuscany, 
Sicily, Piedmont and the Veneto.  
 
Italy is also a major wine supplier to Ukraine which, in the first nine months of 2021 saw demand 
increase by 20 percent for bottled wine and 78 percent for sparkling wine.  
 
In Spain too (the third largest exporter of wines to Russia), the wine sector is also trying to project 
the effects of a likely trade war.  
Click here to read more  
Ukraine Is A Small But Mighty Market For Wine  
A long history and a diversity of grapes drives the country’s winemaking  
Click here to read more 
 
Russia and Ukraine – the Wider Implications 

While the thoughts of the world are naturally with the people of Ukraine right now, those who know 
the region are also considering the broader implications of Vladimir Putin’s unprovoked decision to 
invade a democratic neighbour on Moldova, Georgia and Crimea.  
Click here to read more  
 
For insight into how Crimea fits into the Russian wine industry, and how wine is produced out of thin 
air, read this exclusive Meininger’s report - Click here to read more 
 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.wine-searcher.com/m/2022/02/russian-invasion-prompts-eu-wine-worries
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lanabortolot/2022/02/27/ukraine-is-a-small-but-mighty-market-for-wine/?sh=676b48c0690d&utm_source=AfternoonBrief&utm_medium=newsletter
https://www.wine-business-international.com/wine/analysis/russia-and-ukraine-wider-implications
https://www.wine-business-international.com/wine/news/produced-thin-air-mystery-russian-wine


Economic Environment 

 
New Zealand signs historic free trade deal with United Kingdom 

New Zealand and the United Kingdom have overnight signed a historic Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
that unlocks unprecedented access to the UK market and accelerates New Zealand’s COVID-19 
recovery.  
 
- UK to eliminate all tariffs on New Zealand exports, with duties removed on 99.5 percent of current 
trade from entry into force.  
- Boost to New Zealand’s GDP estimated between $700 million and $1 billion  
- NZ exporters to save approximately $37 million per year on tariff elimination alone from day one.  
- Significant new duty-free quota access for beef, sheep meat, butter and cheese – with all quotas 
and tariffs removed after 5-15 years.  
Click here to read more 
 
Global Trends - Beverages 

 
Global wine consumption has been declining for a long time 

Given current concerns about possibly declining wine consumption, it is worthwhile to look at long-
term trends, to put the current data into context.  
 
If the wine industry is going to concern itself about recently declining wine consumption, it first 
needs to take into account declining consumption of alcohol, in general, since 2012. Only after that, 
should the long-term decline from the mid 1980s be addressed, since this has not occurred for either 
beer or spirits.  
Click here to read more  

 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
How digital marketers can navigate future uncertainty 

Seismic shifts in post-pandemic consumer behaviour, aggressive new privacy requirements and 
breakneck advancements in technology have left global marketing professionals more than a little 
off-kilter. But by focusing on a few key issues this year, marketers can manage this change-induced 
vertigo and ride out the uncertainty of the next couple of years.  
Click here to read more 
 
SA Revenue Service clamps down on illicit trade in alcohol and tobacco 

The industry enables an estimated 100,000 licensed independent alcohol traders to continue 
trading, earning a livelihood and providing much-needed jobs. The illicit trade in alcohol takes its toll 
by robbing legitimate businesses of their profits and could be costing the government as much as 
R6.4-billion a year in unpaid excise tax.  
Click here to read more 
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