
 

 
Portugal 
Country Profile 
 
 
 July 2012 

 

 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  

 

BACKGROUND 

Portugal is a country situated in southwestern Europe on the Iberian Peninsula. The country is a 
developed country with a very high Human Development Index, the world's 19th-highest 
quality-of-life, and a strong healthcare system. Portugal is one of the world's most globalised 
and peaceful nations. 

 

 

 

Geography: Portugal is a coastal nation in southwestern Europe, located at the western end of 
the Iberian Peninsula, bordering Spain (on its northern and eastern frontiers: a total of 
1,214 km (754 mi)). Portuguese territory also includes a series of archipelagoes in the Atlantic 
Ocean (the Azores and Madeira), which are strategic islands along western sea approaches to 
the Strait of Gibraltar and the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

Economy and Infrastructure: The Economy of Portugal is a high income mixed economy. Most 
imports come from the European Union countries of Spain, Germany, France, Italy, and the 
United Kingdom. Most exports also go to other European Union member states. The Financial 
Crisis of 2008 is still affecting the Portuguese economy severely, causing a wide range of 
domestic problems specifically related to the levels of public deficit in the economy, as well as 
the excessive debt levels. Nonetheless, the government faces tough choices in its attempts to 
stimulate the economy, while attempting to maintain its public deficit around the EU average. 
In April 2011, Portugal confirmed it will have a financial bail-out from the European Union 
worth €80bn ($115bn, £70bn), following Greece and the Republic of Ireland. It has been 
predicted that the Portuguese economy will not significantly recover until 2012. 

People: Total population is 10,760,305 and median age is 40 years.  

Agriculture: Portugal produces a wide variety of crops and livestock products, including green 
vegetables, rice, corn, barley, olives, oilseeds, nuts, cherries, bilberry, table grapes, edible 
mushrooms, dairy products, poultry and beef. Forestry has also played an important economic 
role among the rural communities and industry. Portugal is one of the world's largest producers 
of wine and cork. 

Environment: current environmental issues soil erosion; air pollution caused by industrial and 
vehicle emissions; water pollution, especially in coastal.  
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The plants and animals of Portugal are virtually identical to those of Spain. The most abundant 
trees are the pine, beech, cork oak, evergreen oak, eucalyptus, and olive. The vegetation 
patterns in Portugal reflect the climate. Wild animals include the wolf, lynx, wildcat, fox, wild 
boar, wild goat, deer, and hare. 

 
THE WINE INDUSTRY 

1. AREA UNDER VINES 

The area under vine has remained constant over the years with 243 000 hectares.  

YEAR HECTARES 

2007 248 000 

2008 246 000 

2009 244 000 

2010* 243 000 

*Provisional 

Source: OIV 

 

2. PRODUCTION 

Wine Production  

Wine production has increased with 15.2%, from 586 million litres to 676 million litres. 

Domestic Wine Production    

YEAR ‘000 hectolitres 

2006 7 543 

2007 6 042 

2008 5 596 

2009 5 868 

2010 6 760 

Source: OIV 

 

3. CONSUMPTION 

Consumption has remained relatively constant over the years with an amount of 444 million 
litres. Consumption per capita has also remained relatively constant at 47.0 litres per capita. 

YEAR ‘000 hectolitres 

2006 4 793 

2007 4 805 

2008 4 800 

2009 4 515 

2010 4 447 
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Per capita consumption 

YEAR 
LITRES 

PER CAPITA 

2005 46.7 

2006 47.7 

2007 46.9 

2008 47.1 

2009 46.9 

2010 47.0 

Source: 2011 Euromonitor International 

 

4. INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Total exports have remained relatively constant over the years with an amount of 255 million 

litres. Imports have shown a slight increase of 2.4% to 164 million litres. 

 

Total exports 

YEAR ‘000 LITRES 

2005 262 700 

2006 290 000 

2007 341 100 

2008 286 600 

2009 230 900 

2010* 255 700 

Source: 2011 Euromonitor International 

 

Total imports 

YEAR ‘000 LITRES 

2005 142 000 

2006 123 500 

2007 125 300 

2008 139 900 

2009 160 600 

2010* 164 500 

Source: 2011 Euromonitor International 


