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1. INTRODUCTION 

New York State is in the North-eastern and Mid-Atlantic regions of the United States (US). It is the 
27th largest, the third-most populous, and the seventh-most densely populated of the 50 US States. 
The English took over of the area that had been called New Netherland in 1664, and renamed it New 
York to honour the Duke of York (city in England). New York is bordered by New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania to the south and by Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Vermont to the east. The state 
has a maritime border with Rhode Island east of Long Island, as well as an international border with 
the Canadian provinces of Quebec to the north and Ontario to the west and north. The state of New 
York is often referred to as New York State to distinguish it from New York City, its largest city. 

New York City, with a Census-estimated population of over 8.4 million in 2013, is the most populous 
city in the US and the nucleus of the premier gateway for legal immigration to the US—the New York 
City Metropolitan Area, one of the most populous urban agglomerations in the world. New York City 
is also known for being the location of Ellis Island, the largest historical gateway for immigration in 
the history of the US. New York City exerts a significant impact upon global commerce, finance, 
media, art, fashion, research, technology, education, and entertainment. The home of the UN 
Headquarters, New York City is an important centre for international diplomacy and has been 
described as the cultural and financial capital of the world. New York City alone makes up over 40% 
of the population of New York State, while two-thirds of the state's population resides within the 
New York City Metropolitan Area, and Long Island is home to nearly 40% of New York State's 
population.  

2. DEMOGRAPHICS 

2.1 Geography 

Area  

141,300 km² 

Land boundaries  

New York is located in the North-eastern and Mid-Atlantic regions of the US. New York is bordered 
by New Jersey and Pennsylvania to the south and by Connecticut, Massachusetts and Vermont to 
the east. The state has an international border with the Canadian provinces of Quebec to the north 
and Ontario to the west and north.  
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Coastline 

New York State has a maritime border with Rhode Island east of Long Island, as well as an 
international border with the Canadian provinces of Quebec to the north and Ontario to the west 
and north. 

Climate  

New York State is located between the Atlantic coast and the US border with Canada. Because of this 
zone's cool, frost-prone climate, most New York vineyards are located near the coast, next to rivers, 
or huddled around the state's various lakes. Because of their vast thermal mass, large bodies of 
water such as these reduce the severity of winter frosts – a service without which vines would not 
be able to survive here.  Weather in New York is heavily influenced by two continental air masses: a 
warm, humid one from the southwest and a cold, dry one from the northwest. The winters are long 
and cold in the Plateau Divisions of the state. In the majority of winter seasons, a temperature of − 
25°C or lower can be expected in the northern highlands (Northern Plateau) and −15°C or colder in 
the south-western and east-central highlands (Southern Plateau). The summer climate is cool in the 
Adirondacks, Catskills and higher elevations of the Southern Plateau. The New York City/Long Island 
area and lower portions of the Hudson Valley have rather warm summers by comparison, with some 
periods of high, uncomfortable humidity. The remainder of New York State enjoys pleasantly warm 
summers, marred by only occasional, brief intervals of sultry conditions. Summer daytime 
temperatures usually range from 25°C to 30°C, over much of the state.  

Water is abundant in New York and has numerous small lakes and is crisscrossed by numerous 
rivers. In the context of quality wine, the most important water bodies here are the lakes which 
dominate the state's north-western region. 

New York is a cool climate state in terms of grape growing, so the wine styles resemble those of 
northern Europe more than California. The ability to consistently grow premium wine grapes is due 
to major bodies of water: Lake Erie, the Finger Lakes, the Hudson River, and the Atlantic Ocean, Long 
Island Sound and Great Peconic Bay surrounding Long Island. These bodies of water, in different 
ways, all act as natural temperature control, creating microclimates that ensure consistent quality 
from year to year. New York’s two largest and fastest growing wine regions, the Finger Lakes and 
Long Island, are as different as Burgundy and Bordeaux. The spectacular Finger Lakes region, which 
physically resembles wine country along the Rhine, produces Riesling wines rivalling the world’s 
best, as well as good sparkling wines and Cabernet Franc. The maritime climate of eastern Long 
Island provides ideal conditions for Merlot and other classic red varieties, as well as rich 
Chardonnays. The Lake Erie and Hudson River regions produce a wide range of wines from 
traditional European, French-American, and Native American grape varieties. 

Like all farming operations, the business of grape-growing and wine-making can be severely affected 
by the weather. In March 2014, the US Department of Agriculture issued a federal disaster 
declaration for many upstate counties, making some wineries eligible to receive loans and other aid 
to cope with damage caused by the unusually frigid and prolonged winter. 

Terrain 

The Great Appalachian Valley dominates eastern New York and contains the Lake Champlain 
Valley as its northern half and the Hudson Valley as its southern half within the state. The rugged 
Adirondack Mountains, with vast tracts of wilderness, lie west of the Lake Champlain Valley. Most of 
the southern part of the state is on the Allegheny Plateau, which rises from the southeast to 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2060&alphaletter=C&term=Coastline
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2125&alphaletter=T&term=Terrain
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the Catskill Mountains. The western section of the state is drained by the Allegheny River and rivers 
of the Susquehanna and Delaware systems.  

Elevation extremes 

Alt.: Highest, 130 m; lowest, sea level 

Avg. daily temp.: Jan., 0°C; July, 25°C 

Precipitation 

Annual average: 76 cm to 127 cm 

Natural resources 

New York has more forest than it has had in the past 150 years. New York's forests serve as an 
important economic and recreational resource. Nearly 1.2 million hectares are classified as Forest 
Preserve. 

New York State is richly endowed with freshwater lakes, ponds and reservoirs, as well as portions of 
two of the five Great Lakes and thousands of miles of rivers and streams. These inland water bodies 
serve as the drinking water supplies; provide flood control to protect life and property, and support 
recreation, tourism, agriculture, fishing, power generation, and manufacturing. These water bodies 
also provide habitat for aquatic plant and animal life. 

New York's Marine District has several estuaries which are managed cooperatively by state, local, 
and federal government agencies, the scientific community, and direct input from private citizens. 

New York State is rich in minerals which are mined for industrial and construction uses. Sand and 
gravel mines are found throughout the state; about 90% of the state's 2,100 active mines extract 
sand and gravel. Metal ores and gem minerals, such as garnet, are mined chiefly in mountainous 
regions. Salt is extracted from rich deposits in Central New York. Mining is a US$1.5 billion industry 
in New York State; New York is among the top third in the nation in value of minerals produced. The 
Division of Mineral Resources carries out the important responsibilities of protecting the 
environment when minerals are extracted, and of seeing to it that the land is restored when mining 
is complete. Today, sites in New York State that were once mined are used as farms, wetlands, 
wildlife habitats, residential developments and public recreation areas. Mined land reclamation is an 
environmental success story in New York. 

2.2 People and Society 

Population: 19,651,127 (2013 estimate) 

Ethnic groups 

Table 1: Ethnic groups represented in New York State 

By race White Black AIAN* Asian NHPI* 

2000 (total population) 75.62% 18.39% 0.95% 6.27% 0.17% 

2000 (Hispanic only) 12.30% 2.65% 0.31% 0.14% 0.07% 

2005 (total population) 74.98% 18.26% 0.99% 7.18% 0.19% 

2005 (Hispanic only) 13.31% 2.66% 0.32% 0.15% 0.07% 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2020&alphaletter=E&term=Elevation%20extremes
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2111&alphaletter=N&term=Natural%20resources
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Growth 2000–05 (total population) 0.62% 0.74% 5.06% 16.18% 15.92% 

Growth 2000–05 (non-Hispanic only) -1.17% 0.57% 5.47% 16.35% 16.88% 

Growth 2000–05 (Hispanic only) 9.81% 1.72% 4.23% 8.64% 14.40% 

* AIAN is American Indian or Alaskan Native 
* NHPI is Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 

Languages 

The most common American English accents spoken, besides General American English, are the New 
York City area dialect (including New York Latino English and North Jersey English,) Hudson Valley 
English (including the Western New England accent around Albany,) and Inland Northern American 
English from the Buffalo and upstate New York area. 

As of 2010, 70.72% (12,788,233) of New York residents age 5 and older spoke English at home as a 
primary language, while 14.44% (2,611,903) spoke Spanish, 2.61% (472,955) Chinese (which includes 
Cantonese and Mandarin), 1.20% (216,468) Russian, 1.18% (213,785) Italian, 0.79% (142,169) French 
Creole, 0.75% (135,789) French, 0.67% (121,917) Yiddish, 0.63% (114,574) Korean, and Polish was 
spoken as a main language by 0.53% (95,413) of the population over the age of five. In total, 29.28% 
(5,295,016) of New York's population age 5 and older spoke a mother language other than English 
(see table 2). 

Table 2: Top 10 Non-English Languages Spoken in New York  

Language Percentage of population (as of 2010) 

Spanish 14.44% 

Chinese (including Cantonese and Mandarin) 2.61% 

Russian 1.20% 

Italian 1.18% 

French Creole 0.79% 

French 0.75% 

Yiddish 0.67% 

Korean 0.63% 

Polish 0.53% 

Bengali 0.43% 

Religions 

A 2007 survey found that the religious affiliations of the people of New York were as follows: 

 Christian – 74%  
o Roman Catholic – 39% 
o Various Protestant denominations – 32% 
o Other Christian denominations – 3% 

 Jewish – 6% 
 Muslim/Islamic – 1% 
 Buddhist – 1% 
 Other Religions – 1% 
 Non-Religious – 17% 

Population 

New York City, with a Census-estimated population of over 8.4 million in 2013, is the most populous 
city in the US and the nucleus of the premier gateway for legal immigration to the US. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2098&alphaletter=L&term=Languages
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2122&alphaletter=R&term=Religions
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2119&alphaletter=P&term=Population
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Age structure 

Table 3: New York State Life Table by Gender – 2012: total population 

Age 1 q 2 L 3 D 4 L 5 T 6 E 7 

< 1 0.00498 100,000 498 99,651 8,110,511 81.1 

1-4  0 .00078 99,502 78 397,852 8,010,860 80.5 

5-9 0.00047 99,424 46 497,005 7,613,008 76.6 

10-14 0.00064 99,378 64 496,730 7,116,003 71.6 

15-19 0.00158 99,314 157 496,178 6,619,273 66.6 

20-24 0.00320 99,157 318 494,990 6,123,095 61.8 

25-29 0.00339 98,839 335 493,358 5,628,105 56.9 

30-34 0.00408 98,504 402 491,515 5,134,747 52.1 

35-39 0.00529 98,102 519 489,213 4,643,232 47.3 

40-44 0.00750 97,583 732 486,085 4,154,019 42.6 

45-49 0.01284 96,851 1,243 481,148 3,667,934 37.9 

50-54 0.01948 95,608 1,863 473,383 3,186,786 33.3 

55-59 0.02966 93,745 2,780 461,775 2,713,403 28.9 

60-64 0.04281 90,965 3,894 445,090 2,251,628 24.8 

65-69 0.06201 87,071 5,400 421,855 1,806,538 20.7 

70-74 0.09639 81,671 7,872 388,675 1,384,683 17.0 

75-79 0.15071 73,799 11,122 341,190 996,008 13.5 

80-84 0.23738 62,677 14,878 276,190 654,818 10.4 

85+ 1.00000 47,799 47,799 378,628 378,628 7.9 

1 Age - Age interval of life stated in years 
2 q - probability of dying during the stated years 
3 l - number of survivors at the beginning of the age interval 
4 d - number of persons dying during the age interval 
5 L - person years lived during the age interval 
6 T - person years beyond the exact age at the beginning of the age interval 
7 E - expectation of life at the age at the beginning of the age interval 

Median age 

The state’s median age was 38.1 years in 2012. Of the 19.6 million people living in New York 
State, 4.3 million were under 18 years of age. There were about 414,000 New York State residents 
who are 85 years old or older, about two thirds of them are women. 

Population growth rate 

The US Census Bureau estimates that the population of New York was 19,651,127 on July 1, 2013, a 
1.4% increase since the 2010 US Census. In spite of the open land in the state, New York's population 
is very urban, with 92% of residents living in an urban area, predominantly in the New York City 
metropolitan area. 

Birth rate 

Birth rates in New York State declined from a prerecession recent high of 253,451 in 2007 to 242,914 
in 2010, the most recent numbers available. The number of births per thousand is 12.6 

Death rate 

All deaths (2012):147,390 

Life expectancy at birth 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2010&alphaletter=A&term=Age%20structure
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2177&alphaletter=M&term=Median%20age
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2002&alphaletter=P&term=Population%20growth%20rate
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2054&alphaletter=B&term=Birth%20rate
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2066&alphaletter=D&term=Death%20rate
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2102&alphaletter=L&term=Life%20expectancy%20at%20birth
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See table above. 

Literacy 

 9% of adults have “below basic” literacy skills  

 2 million adults never completed high school (Census 2000) 

 Over 2.7 million adults need basic literacy, math, and employment skills 

School life expectancy (primary to tertiary education) 

Parents in New York are governed by the state's education laws. These laws cover such things as the 
ages during which a child is required to attend instruction, how much instruction is required, and 
what subjects must be taught. The graduation rate for students in New York City public high schools 
held relatively steady in 2013 despite more rigorous requirements. The class of 2012 was the first 
group of students who entered high school without the option to graduate with what the state calls 
a local diploma. Instead, they were required to earn a Regents diploma by passing five required state 
exams with a score of at least 65. The graduation rate did fall slightly, to 64.7% from 65.5% in 2011, 
but not as much as had been anticipated. The 2012 rate is a 39% increase since 2005. The dropout 
rate has also fallen significantly over the same period, to 11.4% from 22%. 

Urbanisation 

Two-thirds of New York State's population resides within the New York City Metropolitan Area. 
More people live in New York City than in the next two most populous U.S. cities (Los 
Angeles and Chicago) combined, which, according to the US Census Bureau, is estimated to total 
6,572,655. Long Island alone accounted for a Census-estimated 7,740,208 residents in 2013, 
representing 39.4% of New York State's population.  Additional major urban centers include Albany, 
Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse. The state has 62 counties; the most populated one is Kings County 
(Brooklyn).  

2.3 Infrastructure 

New York has one of the most extensive and one of the oldest transportation infrastructures in the 
country. Engineering difficulties because of the terrain of the state and the unique issues of the city 
brought on by urban crowding have had to be overcome perennially. Portions of the transportation 
system are intermodal, allowing travellers to easily switch from one mode of transportation to 
another. One of the most notable examples is AirTrain JFK which allows rail passengers to travel 
directly to terminals at John F. Kennedy International Airport. 

In addition to New York City's famous mass transit subway, four suburban commuter railroad 
systems enter and leave the city: the Long Island Rail Road, Metro-North Railroad, Port Authority 
Trans-Hudson, and five of New Jersey Transit's rail lines. Many other cities have urban and regional 
public transportation.  

Telephones - main lines in use 

AT&T Inc. and Verizon Communications Inc. have had to contend with the fact that fewer and fewer 
Americans want to have landlines. Each of the companies has to deal with support of these huge 
legacy businesses, which require the maintenance of endless miles of infrastructure and tens of 
thousands of employees who support them. The problem is worst in rural states, where as many as 
50% of households are wireless only, having abandoned their home phones, probably permanently. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2103&alphaletter=L&term=Literacy
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2205&alphaletter=S&term=School%20life%20expectancy%20(primary%20to%20tertiary%20education)
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2212&alphaletter=U&term=Urbanization
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2150&alphaletter=T&term=Telephones%20-%20main%20lines%20in%20use
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A 2013 national study showed great variation in the prevalence of adults living in wireless-only 
households across states. Estimates for 2011 ranged from a high of 44.6% in Idaho to a low of 15.3% 
in Rhode Island. New York State came in at 19.7%. A total of 41% of American households had only 
mobile phones during the second half of 2013, an increase of 1.6 percentage points compared with 
the first half of 2013 and increase of 2.8 percentage points over the second half of 2012. Children 
under the age of 18 were more likely to live in a wireless-only household than adults, the study 
found. While 47.1%of children lived in households without landline service in the second half of 
2013, 39.1%of adults lived in wireless-only homes. 

The wireless-only lifestyle is especially predominant among the poor and the young. According to 
the CDC, nearly two-thirds (65.6%) of adults ages 25-29 lived in households with only wireless 
phones, as did three-in-five (59.9%) 30- to 34-year-olds and a majority (54.3%) of adults ages 18-24. 
A majority of adults living in poverty (54.7%) lived in a wireless-only household, versus 47.5% of the 
“near-poor” and 35.3% of non-poor adults; wireless-only households also predominate among 
Hispanics, renters and adults living with roommates. 

Internet users  

Table 4: Degrees of Internet connectivity, by state, as measured by 2011 Current Population 
Survey data 

State No 
connection 
anywhere 
(%) 

No home connection, 
but connect 
elsewhere (%) 

Connect 
at home 
only (%) 

Connect at home 
and elsewhere: 1 
device (%) 

Connect at home and 
elsewhere: multiple 
devices (%) 

New York 30.9 4.2 29.6 10.3 24.9 

Airports 

593 

Railways 

Today, railroad lines and the New York State Thruway follow the same general route. 

Roadways 

The New York State Department of Transportation is often criticised for how they maintain the roads 
of the state in certain areas and for the fact that the tolls collected along the roadway have long 
passed their original purpose.  

Waterways 

Population expansion of the state generally followed the path of the early waterways, first 
the Hudson River and then the Erie Canal. 

Ports and terminals 

The Port of New York and New Jersey is the port district of the New York-Newark metropolitan area, 
encompassing the region within approximately a 40 km radius of the Statue of Liberty National 
Monument. It includes the system of navigable waterways in the estuary along 1,050 km of 
shoreline in the vicinity of New York City and north-eastern New Jersey, as well as the region's 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2153&alphaletter=I&term=Internet%20users
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2053&alphaletter=A&term=Airports
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2121&alphaletter=R&term=Railways
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2085&alphaletter=R&term=Roadways
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2093&alphaletter=W&term=Waterways
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2120&alphaletter=P&term=Ports%20and%20terminals
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airports and supporting rail and roadway distribution networks. Considered one of the 
largest natural harbours in the world, the port is by tonnage the third largest in the US and the 
busiest on the East Coast.  

The port is the nation's top gateway for international flights and its busiest centre for overall 
passenger and air freight flights. There are two foreign-trade zones (FTZ) within the port: FTZ 1, the 
first in the nation, established in 1937, on the New York side of the port; and FTZ 49, on the New 
Jersey side. 

There are four container terminals in the port, whose combined volume makes it the largest on 
the East Coast, the third busiest in the US, and 20th worldwide. Terminals are leased to different port 
operators, such as A.P. Moller-Maersk Group, American Stevedoring, NYCT, and Global Marine 
Terminal.  

In June 2010, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey agreed to purchase 
from Bayonne 0.52 km2 of land at the Military Ocean Terminal at Bayonne, indicating that additional 
container port facilities would be created. The agency is expected to develop a terminal capable of 
handling the larger container ships to be in service once the new, wider Panama Canal opens in 
2014, some of which will not pass under the Bayonne Bridge at the Kill van Kull.  

While most consumer goods are transported in containers, other commodities such as petroleum 
and scrap metal are handled at facilities for marine transfer operations, bulk cargo, and break bulk 
cargo throughout the port, many along its straits and canals. At some locations, water pollution has 
led to inclusion on the list of Superfund sites in the US. 

The Port Inland Distribution Network involves new or expanded transportation systems for 
redistribution by barge and rail for the shipped goods and containers that are delivered at area ports 
in an effort to curtail the use of trucks and their burden on the environment, traffic, and highway 
systems. 

America's Marine Highway is a similar US Dept. of Transportation initiative to capitalise on US 
waterways for the transport of goods. In 2010, a private sector service provider began short sea 
shipping of aggregate products with a barge service between Tremley Point, Linden on the Arthur 
Kill and the Port of Salem to address a critical, yet weak link in freight transport with ports in 
the Delaware Valley.  

2.4 Environment 

Current issues 

New York State faces a wide range of sustainability challenges that differ from region to region. In 
urban areas like Buffalo and New York City, mass transit and green buildings are key to reducing 
energy use and fighting climate change. In suburban areas, smart growth is vital to controlling sprawl 
while in rural districts; farmland preservation and open space protection are top sustainability 
priorities. 
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3. GOVERNMENT 

Government type 

The Government of New York is the governmental structure of the State of New York as established 
by the New York State Constitution.  It is composed of three branches: Executive, legislative and 
judicial. The New York State Legislature is bicameral and consists of the New York State Senate and 
the New York State Assembly. The Assembly consists of 150 members; the Senate varies in its 
number of members, but currently has 63. The Legislature is empowered to make laws, subject to 
the Governor's power to veto a bill. However, the veto may be overridden by the Legislature if there 
is a two-thirds majority in favour of overriding in each House. The permanent laws of a general 
nature are codified in the Consolidated Laws of New York. 

The Governor is the State's chief executive and is assisted by the Lieutenant Governor. Both are 
elected on the same ticket. Additional elected officers include the Secretary of State, the Attorney 
General, and the Comptroller. There are also several state government departments. 

The highest court of appeal in the New York State Unified Court System is the Court of 
Appeals whereas the primary felony trial courts are the Supreme Court and the county courts 
(outside of New York City). The Supreme Court also acts as the intermediate appellate court for 
many cases, and the local courts handle a variety of other matters including small claims, traffic 
ticket cases and local zoning matters, and are the starting point for all criminal cases. The New York 
City Courts make up the largest local court system. 

The state is divided into counties, cities, towns, and villages, which are all municipal corporations 
with their own government, as well as various corporate entities that serve single purposes that are 
also local governments, such as school, fire districts, and New York state public-benefit corporations, 
frequently known as authorities or development corporations. It also has 10 Indian reservations. 
Each municipal corporation is granted varying home rule powers as provided by the New York 
Constitution. 

New York has the nation's third equal highest number of congressional districts, equal with Florida 
and behind California's 53 and Texas's 36. 

Capital 

Albany 

Disputes - international 

None 

Refugees and internally displaced persons 

A total of 3,965 refugees resettled in New York State in 2013. Upstate New York resettled 3,710 
refugees (94% of all refugees resettled in 2013). New York City resettled 255 refugees (6%). New 
York is also in among leaders as state of residence for refugee namely 15%.i 

Refugees (country of origin) 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2128&alphaletter=G&term=Government%20type
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2057&alphaletter=C&term=Capital
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2070&alphaletter=D&term=Disputes%20-%20international
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2194&alphaletter=R&term=Refugees%20and%20internally%20displaced%20persons
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The top seven countries from which refugees have resettled in 2013 come from four regions (see 
figure 1). One region (Asia) is represented by Burma and Bhutan, which accounts for 59% of arrivals. 
African countries (Sudan and Somalia) represent 20%, and the Mideast (Iraq and Afghanistan) 
represents another 19%. Cuba represents the South American region with 2%. 

Figure 1: Origin of refugees 

 

Illicit drugs 

Heroin, followed by marijuana then cocaine, is the most commonly cited drug among primary drug 
treatment admissions in the New York State. 

Corruption 

State Integrity (an integrity measurement company), gave New York State an overall D-grade and 
placed 37th out of 50 states. 

Table 5: Corruption index 

Public Access to Information D+ Political Financing D- 

Executive Accountability D Legislative Accountability D+ 

Judicial Accountability D State Budget Processes F 

State Civil Service Management D- Procurement D 

Internal Auditing B+ Lobbying Disclosure B- 

State Pension Fund Management F Ethics Enforcement Agencies F 

State Insurance Commissions D- Redistricting F 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2086&alphaletter=I&term=Illicit%20drugs
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_public_access_to_information
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_political_financing
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_executive_accountability
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_legislative_accountability
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_judicial_accountability
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_state_budget_processes
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_state_civil_service_management
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_procurement
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_internal_auditing
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_lobbying_disclosure
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_state_pension_fund_management
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_ethics_enforcement_agencies
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_state_insurance_commissions
http://www.stateintegrity.org/newyork_survey_redistricting
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4. ECONOMIC SITUATION 

Gross State Product (GSP)  

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the monetary measure of all final goods and services produced 
within a given country. Calculating the GDP is to sum a country’s total expenditures, primarily 
through consumption, investment, government purchases, and net exports. Similarly, the Gross 
State Product (GSP) is the same equation within a given State. The GDP is simple to track, 
quantifiable, and easy to convey as a measure of economic activity, though the GSP is less concrete 
because the movement of goods, services, and workers across state lines are not perfectly tracked. 

Table 6:  Real GDP 2010-2013 

  Millions of chained (2009) US$ Percent change 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2010 2011 2012 2013 2013 
Rank * 

New York  1182857 1197378 1217512 1226619 2.7 1.2 1.7 0.7 46 

GSP - real growth rate 

Total real GSP grew by 1.7% in 2012. Economic growth in New York is projected to mirror national 
economic growth in 2013 i.e. 1.9%. 

GSP - per capita (PPP) 

Growth in personal income in 2013 is projected to continue to grow at both the national and state 
levels as a result of the continued growth in the economy, growing by 2.5% and 2.6%, respectively. 

Industries 

Finance, communications, international trade, publishing, fashion, communications, farming (fruit 
and dairy), tourism  

Labour force - by occupation 

Between August and September 2014, New York State’s private sector job count increased by 4,500, 
or 0.1%, to 7,614,500. Over the same period, the state’s total nonfarm job count (private plus public 
sectors) increased by 4,200, or less than 0.1%, to 9,052,200.  The state-wide industry sectors that 
added the most jobs in August-September 2014 included: leisure and hospitality (+16,600); 
professional and business services (+6,200); construction (+2,000); and manufacturing (+500).  The 
largest employment losses in August-September 2014 occurred in educational and health services (-
5,100); trade, transportation and utilities (-3,100); and information (-1,800).  

From September 2013 to September 2014, the number of private sector jobs in New York State 
increased by 120,500, or 1.6%. Nationally, the private sector job count increased over the year by 
2.3%.  Over the past year to September 2014, private sector jobs increased most rapidly in these 
metro areas: New York City (+2.8%), Nassau-Suffolk (+1.8%), Kingston (+1.3%), and Albany-
Schenectady-Troy (+1.1%).  

The metro areas that lost private sector jobs over the past year were Syracuse (-0.5%), Glens Falls (-
0.4%), Utica-Rome (-0.3%), and Binghamton (-0.2%).  For the 12-month period ending September 
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2014, private sector jobs in the 10-county Downstate region increased by 2.3%, driven by gains in 
New York City (+2.8%).  In the 52-county Upstate region, private sector jobs grew by 0.3% over the 
past year. Job growth in the Upstate region occurred in both its metro areas (+0.4%) and in counties 
outside of metro areas (+0.3%). See the following table for additional details.  

Unemployment rate 

6.5%: In percent, seasonally adjusted 

Distribution of family income - Gini index 

In 2010, the median household income by state ranged from US$35,693 in Mississippi to US$66,334 
in Maryland. California, with the highest median home price in the nation and home prices that far 
outpaced incomes, only ranked ninth with a median household income of US$61,021. While 
California's median income was not near enough to afford the average California home or even a 
starter home, West Virginia, which had one of the nation's lowest median household incomes, also 
had the nation's lowest median home price.  By Census Bureau Region, of the 15 states with the 
highest median household income, only Minnesota is located in the Mid-West, while five are in the 
Northeast (New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and New York) three are in the 
South (Delaware, Maryland and Virginia), and the other six (Alaska, Hawaii, California, Washington, 
Colorado and Utah) are in the West. 

The southern states had, on average, the lowest median household income, with nine of the 
country's fifteen poorest states located in the South. However, most of the poverty in the South is 
located in rural areas. Metropolitan areas such as Atlanta, Nashville, Charlotte, Raleigh, Richmond, 
Birmingham, Dallas, Houston, and Miami are areas within the southern states that have above 
average income levels. Overall, median household income tended to be the highest in the nation's 
most urbanized north-eastern, upper Midwestern and west coast states, while rural areas, mostly in 
the southern and mountain states (like New Mexico, Montana and Idaho), had the lowest median 
household income.  

Table 7: Median Household Income by State 

Rank State 2009 2008 2007 2004–
2006 

Cost of Living 
Index 

2009 Data adjusted for COL 
base period 

15 New 
York 

US$54,659 
US$56,033 

US$53,514 
US$48,201 

128.29 US$42,606 

Exports 

Exports – commodities 

Table 8: Total US Exports (Origin of Movement) via New York: Top 10 6-digit HS Commodities 

Based on 2013 Dollar Value  
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  Total New York Exports and 
% Share of U.S. Total 

69,685 84,999 81,341 86,523 5.5 5.7 5.3 5.5 6.4 

  Total, Top 25 Commodities 31,018 42,659 40,941 47,509 44.5 50.2 50.3 54.9 16.0 
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and % Share of State Total 

1 710239 DIAMONDS, 
NONINDUSTRIAL, WORKED 

9,117 12,306 11,228 12,552 13.1 14.5 13.8 14.5 11.8 

2 710812 GOLD, NONMONETARY, 
UNWROUGHT NESOI 

2,751 5,350 6,584 10,626 3.9 6.3 8.1 12.3 61.4 

3 711319 JEWELRY AND PARTS 
THEREOF, OF OTH PRECIOUS 
ME 

3,554 4,217 5,099 6,229 5.1 5.0 6.3 7.2 22.2 

4 970110 PAINTINGS, DRAWING AND 
PASTELS BY HAND 

3,960 4,316 4,541 4,590 5.7 5.1 5.6 5.3 1.1 

5 870323 PASS VEH SPK-IG INT COM 
RCPR P ENG >1500 NOV 

966 1,363 1,312 1,385 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.6 5.5 

6 880000 CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT, ENGINES, 
AND PARTS 

1,836 1,963 1,615 1,286 2.6 2.3 2.0 1.5 -20.4 

7 870324 PASS VEH SPK-IG INT COM 
RCPR P ENG > 3000 CC 

340 544 681 943 0.5 0.6 0.8 1.1 38.4 

8 851712 PHONES FOR CELLULAR 
NTWKS OR FOR OTH 
WIRELESS 

323 393 359 906 0.5 0.5 0.4 1.0 152.5 

9 710391 RUBIES, SAPPHIRES AND 
EMERALDS, OTHERWISE 
WOR 

450 565 714 869 0.6 0.7 0.9 1.0 21.7 

10 970300 ORIGINAL SCULPTURES AND 
STATUARY, IN ANY MATE 

831 871 804 846 1.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 5.3 

www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/ny.html 

Exports – partners 

Table 9: Total US Exports (Origin of Movement) via New York: Top 10 Countries Based on 2013 

Dollar Value 
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 Total New York Exports and % Share of 
U.S. Total 

69,685 84,999 81,341 86,523 5.5 5.7 5.3 5.5 6.4 

 Total, Top 25 Countries and % Share of 
State Total 

61,363 75,945 73,174 78,020 88.1 89.3 90.0 90.2 6.6 

1 Canada 14,688 16,290 15,395 16,855 21.1 19.2 18.9 19.5 9.5 

2 Switzerland 4,232 5,007 6,498 10,260 6.1 5.9 8.0 11.9 57.9 

3 Hong Kong 4,487 8,109 8,897 9,310 6.4 9.5 10.9 10.8 4.6 

4 Israel 4,181 5,133 4,469 5,229 6.0 6.0 5.5 6.0 17.0 

5 China 3,367 4,459 4,286 5,034 4.8 5.2 5.3 5.8 17.4 

6 United Kingdom 4,738 6,514 6,548 5,005 6.8 7.7 8.1 5.8 -23.6 

7 Belgium 2,430 2,896 2,665 2,908 3.5 3.4 3.3 3.4 9.1 

8 Mexico 2,213 2,611 2,607 2,202 3.2 3.1 3.2 2.5 -15.5 

9 Japan 2,178 2,519 2,254 2,089 3.1 3.0 2.8 2.4 -7.3 

10 India 2,044 2,748 2,482 2,026 2.9 3.2 3.1 2.3 -18.4 

www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/ny.html#ctry 

The UK took the biggest share of South Africa’s wine exports in 2012 with 22% and Germany was 

second with 19% (WOSA, SAWIS). While shipments of South African bottled wine to the UK and the 

US fell in the five years to 2011, they increased six fold to 4.28-million bottles in China and almost 

tripled to 3.44-million in Nigeria. With exports rising, South Africa is still battling for shelf space. Its 

share of wines imported into the US was 1.2% in 2012, down from about 8% in the 1990s, according 

http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/ny.html#ctry
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to the San Francisco-based Wine Institute. In August 2013, Walmart, the world’s largest retailer, 

started selling South African wines in the US after spending $1.8bn in 2011 buying 51% of Massmart. 

Imports 

Imports – commodities 

Table 10: Total US Imports via New York: Top 10 6-digit HS Commodities Based on 2013 Dollar 

Value 
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  Total New York Imports 
and % Share of U.S. Total 

113,722 127,252 124,434 129,807 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.7 4.3 

  Total, Top 25 
Commodities and % 
Share of State Total 

43,618 50,517 45,674 49,843 38.4 39.7 36.7 38.4 9.1 

1 710239 DIAMONDS, 
NONINDUSTRIAL, 
WORKED 

15,853 19,403 17,509 20,811 13.9 15.2 14.1 16.0 18.9 

2 970110 PAINTINGS, DRAWING 
AND PASTELS BY HAND 

3,396 3,655 4,180 4,928 3.0 2.9 3.4 3.8 17.9 

3 271121 NATURAL GAS, GASEOUS 3,462 2,567 1,932 2,498 3.0 2.0 1.6 1.9 29.3 

4 711319 JEWELRY AND PARTS 
THEREOF, OF OTH 
PRECIOUS ME 

2,233 2,427 2,226 2,457 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.9 10.4 

5 710812 GOLD, NONMONETARY, 
UNWROUGHT NESOI 

3,770 2,620 1,796 2,445 3.3 2.1 1.4 1.9 36.1 

6 710691 SILVER, UNWROUGHT 
NESOI 

1,407 2,615 1,483 1,148 1.2 2.1 1.2 0.9 -
22.6 

7 740311 REFINED COPPER 
CATHODES AND 
SECTIONS OF CATHO 

679 1,132 1,186 1,103 0.6 0.9 1.0 0.9 -6.9 

8 611020 SWEATERS, PULLOVERS 
ETC, KNIT ETC, COTTON 

1,063 1,051 1,057 1,033 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 -2.3 

9 300290 HUMAN BLOOD; ANIMAL 
BLOOD PREP, TOXINS, 
CULTR 

1,012 2,465 2,171 946 0.9 1.9 1.7 0.7 -
56.4 

10 220421 WINE, FR GRAPE NESOI & 
GR MUST W ALC, NOV 2 L 

721 771 811 929 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 14.5 

 
 
US Imports by State of Final Destination (State Import Series) 
Values in millions of dollars 
Percent Change is from 2012 – 2013 
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/imports/ny.html#ctry 

Imports – partners 

Table 11: Total US Imports via New York: Top 10 Countries Based on 2013 Dollar Value 
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--- Total New York Imports and % 
Share of US Total 

113,722 127,252 124,434 129,807 5.9 5.8 5.5 5.7 4.3 

--- Total, Top 25 Countries and % Share 
of State Total 

100,864 111,276 109,861 116,249 88.7 87.4 88.3 89.6 5.8 

1 China 20,557 21,595 22,617 22,755 18.1 17.0 18.2 17.5 0.6 

2 Canada 20,949 20,334 18,956 19,405 18.4 16.0 15.2 14.9 2.4 

3 India 7,632 9,299 8,330 10,457 6.7 7.3 6.7 8.1 25.5 

4 Israel 7,436 8,792 7,867 8,629 6.5 6.9 6.3 6.6 9.7 

5 France 4,127 4,480 4,899 6,373 3.6 3.5 3.9 4.9 30.1 

6 Italy 3,954 4,459 4,893 5,320 3.5 3.5 3.9 4.1 8.7 

7 Switzerland 3,035 4,284 4,436 5,091 2.7 3.4 3.6 3.9 14.8 

8 United Kingdom 3,321 3,628 4,555 4,723 2.9 2.9 3.7 3.6 3.7 

9 Belgium 3,757 4,369 4,236 4,714 3.3 3.4 3.4 3.6 11.3 

10 Germany 2,855 3,432 3,813 3,957 2.5 2.7 3.1 3.0 3.8 

 
US Imports by State of Final Destination (State Import Series) 
Values in millions of dollars 
Percent Change is from 2012 – 2013 
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/state/data/imports/ny.html#ctry 

Commercial bank prime lending rate 

3.25%: The US Prime Rate is a commonly used, short-term interest rate in the banking system of the 

US. All types of American lending institutions (traditional banks, credit unions, thrifts, etc) use the US 

Prime Rate as an index or foundation rate for pricing various short- and medium-term loan products. 

The Prime Rate is consistent because banks want to offer businesses and consumers loan products 

that are both profitable and competitive. A consistent US Prime Rate also makes it easier and more 

efficient for individuals and businesses to compare similar loan products offered by competing banks 

(fedprimerate.com). 

Inflation rate (consumer prices) 

 1% (2013 est.) 

 1.5% (2012 est.) 

5. AGRICULTURE 

Land use 

Agriculture is important to New York State. The value of agricultural production was over US$5.70 
billion in 2012. About 23% of the state’s land area is used by the 36,000 farms to produce a diverse 
array of food products.  

Table 12: New York’s leading agricultural products 

Products  2012 Value of Production  (Million US$)  

Milk  2,560  

Corn for Grain  688  

Hay  386  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2097&alphaletter=L&term=Land%20use
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Products  2012 Value of Production  (Million US$)  

Cattle and Calves  295  

Apples  250  

Floriculture  169  

Cabbage  106  

Sweet Corn (Fresh)  68  

Potatoes  64  

Tomatoes  47  

Onions  46  

Squash  41  

Snap Beans(Fresh)  33  

Table 13: New York farms (Number, Acres1, and Value Selected Years) 

Year  No. of  
Farms  

Acres per 
farm  

All land in farms  Total Value Land/Buildings  

(000)  Acres  Mil. Acres  Million US$  

2008  36.6  194  7.10  16,685  

2009  36.6  194  7.10  17,040  

2010  36.3  193  7.00  16,800  

2011  36.0  194  7.00  17,150  

2012  36.0  194  7.00  18,550  

New York’s 2011 Vineyard Survey indicates 
the State’s grape acreage decreased since 
2006, according to King Whetstone, Director 
of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, New York Field Office. The state 
acreage at the end of 2011 totalled 31.8 
thousand acres, down 6% from the 2006 
survey total of 33.7 thousand, and down 4% 
from 2001. In 2011, the Chautauqua-Erie 
region accounted for 18.7 thousand acres, 
59% of the State’s grape acreage compared 
to 60% in 2006. The Finger Lakes region 
accounted for 9.39 thousand acres, 30% of 
the total, compared to 27% in 2006. Acreage 

continued to increase in Schuyler County and Yates County, resulting in an increase in total acreage 
for the Finger Lakes Region.  The number of vineyards totalled 894 in 2011 compared to 1,005 in 
2006, a decrease of 11%. Concord, the dominant variety grown in the State, totalled 18.9 thousand 
acres. Concord acreage accounted for 59% of the total acres compared to 60 % in 2006. Other 
varieties listed in order of total acreage are: Niagara, Catawba, White Riesling, Chardonnay and 
Merlot.  

Irrigated land 

Table 14: Total irrigated Farms by Size of Farm (2008)  

Farms Land in Farms (acres) Acres irrigates 

596 144,640 20,158 

www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2007/Online_Highlights/Farm_and_Ranch_Irrigation_Survey/ 

                                                           
1
 One hectare equals about 2.5 acres 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2146&alphaletter=I&term=Irrigated%20land
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Total renewable water resources 

In New York State, water withdrawals are not comprehensively regulated; however, there are two 

regions in which regulations are in place:   

 In Long Island counties, permits are required for all withdrawals greater than 170L per minute. 

 The Great Lakes Water Withdrawal Registration Program requires that water withdrawal greater 

than 379 000 litres per day averaged over a 30-day period or 1.136 million litres during any 30-

day period from the Great Lakes Basin be registered. 

The bulk of current renewable generation in New York comes from hydroelectricity, with small but 

growing amounts from wind and biomass. The state is home to the largest hydroelectric power plant 

in the eastern United States, the 2,353-megawatt Robert Moses Niagara plant, and produces more 

hydroelectric power than any other state east of the Rocky Mountains.  

New York's Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) requires that 30% of electricity sold in the state 

come from renewable sources by 2015. New York initiated its RPS in 2004, when 19.3% of electricity 

consumed came from renewable sources. The state counts that power toward the RPS, but all other 

electricity to satisfy the RPS must be generated by renewable capacity that started operation after 

2003. The state expects voluntary customer purchases of renewable energy to fulfil 1% of the RPS. In 

addition to the 30% RPS, New York is mandating a 15% reduction from forecast electricity 

consumption through increased energy efficiency, also by 2015. Together the requirements are 

called the "45 x 15" initiative.  

Most new renewable electricity is being obtained competitively from utility-scale projects by the 

New York State Energy Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA), and most new power is from 

wind. The state's first wind farm began operating in 2000, and more than two dozen wind farms are 

operating or in development around the state. The state has an estimated potential for 8,000 

megawatts of wind energy, particularly around Lakes Erie and Ontario, on peaks in the Adirondacks 

and Catskills, and along the Long Island shoreline. Other new renewable electricity is being obtained 

from biomass, biogas, and hydroelectric resources. 

New York regulators require that about 5% of new RPS generation come from "customer-sited" 

facilities, such as solar photovoltaic (PV) and solar thermal systems, fuel cells, anaerobic digester 

systems, and wind of less than two megawatts' capacity. The state offers consumers incentives for 

these "behind-the-meter" installations. 

Solar PV installations nearly tripled in 2011, placing New York among the top 10 states nationwide. 

Although most solar installations are small, the 32-megawatt Long Island Solar Farm was the largest 

PV generator in the eastern United States in 2011. 

In 2011, New York was the 8th largest energy consumer among the 50 states, but, due in part to its 

widely used mass transportation systems, it had the second lowest energy consumption per capita 

after Rhode Island. The Marcellus shale, which underlies south-western New York and extends 

southward through Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Ohio, is estimated to hold at least 141 trillion 

cubic feet in technically recoverable natural gas. The Robert Moses Niagara hydroelectric power 

plant is the fourth largest hydroelectric power plant in the United States and, in 2013, New York 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2201&alphaletter=T&term=Total%20renewable%20water%20resources
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produced more hydroelectric power than any other state east of the Rocky Mountains. New York's 

Renewable Portfolio Standard requires that 30% of electricity come from renewable energy 

resources by 2015; in 2013, 23% of the state's electricity generation came from renewable energy 

resources. In 2013, New York had the fourth highest average electricity prices in the US. More than 

half of New York households (53%) use individual window or wall air conditioning units, while only 

20% have a central air conditioning system, according to EIA's Residential Energy Consumption 

Survey.   

Figure 2: New York State energy consumption 

 

www.eia.gov/state 

Freshwater withdrawal (domestic/industrial/agricultural) 

New York State Soil & Water Conservation Committee operates within the Dept. of Agriculture & 

Markets to establish policy and guide the state’s 58 Soil & Water Conservation Districts. More than 

1,300 agricultural best management practice systems were implemented in 2013 to protect water 

quality and reduce pollution. For more detail on agriculture and other water sustainability projects 

please see www.nys-soilandwater.org/aem/forms/2013AnnualReport.pdf 

6. WINE INDUSTRY 

New York may not be particularly famous for its wines, but the state is home to a significant number 
of vineyards and wineries. It ranks third among the US wine-producing states in terms of volume 
produced, surpassed only by Washington and of course California.   

Although most of New York wine is consumed locally, the state’s population maintains a keen 
interest in wines from elsewhere in the world. 

The first New York vineyards were planted in the 17th century by Dutch and Huguenot settlers along 
the Hudson River. After a few centuries of trial and error, in the 1950s and 60s it became clear that 
Riesling was the variety of choice here, particularly in upstate locations. There are now more than 
200 New York wineries producing around 1.3 million h/l of wine each vintage. There were 14 New 
York wineries in nine counties in 1976. By 2013, there were 416 wineries or associated satellite 
branches in 53 of the state's 62 counties.  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?fieldkey=2202&alphaletter=F&term=Freshwater%20withdrawal%20(domestic/industrial/agricultural)
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Most top New York wines are made from Riesling and sweet ice wine mainly from the Finger Lakes 
vineyards. Other leading varieties include Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Merlot and hybrid varieties such 
as Vidal and the all-American Concord. East of the Great Lakes is another of the key New York wine 
regions, Long Island. Surrounded by the shallow waters of the Atlantic coast, Long Island enjoys a 
significantly milder climate than the rest of the state. It sits at the northern edge of the Gulf Stream 
(the warm ocean current which flows up the US east coast), whose warmth lengthens the growing 
season and enables the growth of red-wine grapes – notably the Cabernets and particularly Merlot. 

The reputation that Finger Lakes wines are building among critics nationally and internationally 
continues to grow. Some Finger Lakes winemakers are selling their products in Europe. The Finger 
Lakes is home to more than 100 wineries. A new study prepared for the wine and grape foundation 
estimates the annual economic impact of the state's wine industry to be US$4.8 billion per year. 
That includes payroll, taxes, investment and tourism.  Highlights cited by the study include nearly 
25,000 full-time equivalent jobs, US$1.14 billion in wages paid, 5.29 million tourist visits, US$401.5 in 
wine-related tourism expenditures, and US$408 million in New York State and local taxes paid. 
Previous studies by Stonebridge found the impact of the state's wine industry to be US$3.14 billion 
in 2005 and US$3.76 billion in 2008.  

Maps produced for the New York Wine & Grape Foundation show the spread of wineries across the 
state since 1976. The maps start with 1976 because that is the year the state approved the New York 
Farm Winery Act. That law offered incentives and reduced regulations to make it financially feasible 
for small boutique wineries to use New York grapes, produce wine and sell it in their own tasting 
rooms. Before then, wine in New York was primarily the business of a few large companies like 
Taylor, Great Western and Canandaigua Wine Co. (now Constellation Brands). Since then, many of 
these boutique farm wineries have grown quite large, and others have set up in perhaps unexpected 
places. In Onondaga County, for example, the Lakeland Winery operates in Geddes and the 
Greenwood Winery and Bistro opened in 2013 in DeWitt. Owera Vineyards opened in 2013 in 
Cazenovia. 

Figure 3: New York wine industry 

 

Source: Marshall / New York Wine & Grape Foundation  
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New York's contribution to world wine culture also extends into the halls of Cornell University in 
Ithaca. The university's Viticulture and Oenology department has carried out a great deal of 
viticultural work over the years, including the creation of Chardonel, Traminette and Cayuga. 

6.1 Areas under vines 

Table 15: New York Acreage and Rank by Cultivar in 2011 NASS Vineyard Survey 

Class Variety Rank (Acres) Sum (Acres) 

n Concord 1 20217 

n Niagara 2 3468 

n Catawba 3 1271 

v Chardonnay 4 945 

v Merlot 5 891 

v White Riesling 6 680 

h Aurora 7 603 

n Elvira 8 586 

v Cabernet Franc 9 470 

h Seyval Blanc 10 367 

h Cayuga White 11 355 

v Pinot Noir 12 320 

v Cabernet Sauvignon 13 302 

n Delaware 14 251 

h Baco Noir 15 193 

v Gewurztraminer 16 134 

h Marechal Foch 17 126 

h Ventura 18 120 

h Vignoles 19 111 

h Vidal  Blanc 20 97 

v Sauvignon Blanc 21 89 

h De Chaunac 22 77 

n Moores Diamond 23 69 

h Geneva Red 24 61 

n Fredonia 25 59 

h Corot Noir 26 57 

h Rougeon 27 57 

v Pinot Gris 28 51 

n Ives 29 50 

Note:  n= native; h=hybrid; 
v=vinifera 

New York’s wine quality 
has improved vastly in 
recent years due to two 
factors: collegial 
competitors and sound 
science. New York’s 
winemakers work together 
in order to raise the quality 



 

25 | P a g e  
 

of the product. The sound science comes from Cornell University, and specifically the Vinification 
and Brewing Laboratory in Geneva directed by Dr. Thomas Henick-Kling, a renowned enologist with 
experience in Germany, Australia, New Zealand, and Oregon.  

6.2 Production 

Following the repeal of Prohibition, the federal government allowed each state to regulate the 
production and sale of alcohol in their own state. For the majority of states this led to the 
development of a three-tier distribution system between the producer, wholesaler and consumer.  

Like all farming operations, the business of grape-growing and wine-making can be severely affected 
by the weather. In March 2014, the US Department of Agriculture issued a federal disaster 
declaration for many Upstate counties, making some wineries eligible to receive loans and other aid 
to cope with damage caused by the unusually frigid and prolonged winter. On the other hand, the 
2013 season was one of the best and most bountiful in recent memory for the Finger Lakes. 

The total tonnage of wine produced is 150 000 (2011) is depicted in table 16. 

Table 16: Production of still wine in New York State in 2012  

State Production (L) Production (%) 

New York   
 

 98.420.706  
 

  3.5% 
 

The range of wines made in New York includes Riesling, Seyval Blanc, Chardonnay, Pinot noir, 
sparkling wines, and Cabernet Sauvignon. The Vitis vinifera varieties account for less than 10% of the 
wine produced in New York. Important American hybrid grapes grown in New York include Catawba, 
Delaware, Niagara, Elvira, Ives and Isabella. French hybrid grapes grown in New York include Aurore, 
Baco noir, De Chaunac, Seyval Blanc, Cayuga, Vidal and Vignoles. Vignoles is particularly used in late 
harvest wines and ice wines. Of the Vitis vinifera varieties, Riesling is noted for the most consistent 
and best quality wines, while wine made from Chardonnay grown in the Finger Lakes AVA is noted to 
take on characteristics of leaner styled Burgundy white wine. 

The state has four major wine-growing regions, including Lake Erie AVA on the western end of the 
state, the Finger Lakes AVA in the west-central area, the Hudson River Region AVA in eastern New 
York, and the eastern end of the Long Island AVA. In 1976, when the Farm Winery Act was passed, 
the Finger Lakes and Long Island regions had 19 wineries. By 1985, there were 63 wineries, and now 
the regions hold approximately 212 wineries. The wine regions' soils originated from the last glacial 
advance which left gravel and shale type soils with heavy clay deposits in the Finger Lakes region and 
sandy soil in the Long Island region. The climate differs amongst the regions based on the Atlantic 
Gulf Stream and the numerous bodies of water and mountainous regions around the state. The 
annual precipitation ranges from 76 cm to 127 cm. The growing season in the Lake Erie and Finger 
Lakes regions ranges from 180 to 200 days per year.  On Long Island, the season is extended to 220 
days and the humidity is higher while the autumn precipitation is somewhat higher as well. 

The Adirondack Coast Wine Trail is New York's newest wine region. Established in 2013 the region's 
wineries successfully argued the regions unique terroir, with unique glacial soils, the weather 
systems which flow off the Adirondack Mountain range and flow down over Lake Champlain, and the 
effect of one of the world’s oldest reefs in the Lake itself, make this area deserving of its own 
designated wine trail. The region was consistently overlooked as a potential grape growing region 
until one of the budding wineries, Elf’s Farm Winery & Cider Mill, came out of nowhere to win 
"Specialty Winery of the Year" at New York's largest wine competition. Receiving rave reviews even 
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though no one in attendance was familiar with this region, the press in attendance gave this startup 
wine region the legitimacy it was seeking. 

The major table grape variety is Concord, a blue-skinned grape with a unique aroma that is also used 
for most grape juice. Other Native American varieties marketed as table grapes include Catawba, 
Delaware and Niagara. There are also several specialized table grape varieties such as Caco, 
Canadice, Fredonia, Glenora, Himrod, Marquis, Ontario, Rosabelle, VanBuren, Vanessa, and Einset. 

6.3 Wine industry structure 

6.3.1 Wineries 

There are 416 wineries in New York State. As of 2013, the state boasted wineries in 53 of its 62 
counties (this number includes both traditional wineries and satellite stores or branch offices). In 
2012 alone, New York State boasted that its wine industry had a state-wide economic impact of 
US$4.8 billion.  Its nearest East Coast competitor, the state of Virginia, maintains that its wine 
industry had an economic impact of just under US$750 million in 2010.  

Figure 4: Wineries by county 

 

The New York Farm Winery Act offered incentives and reduced regulations to make it financially 
feasible for small boutique wineries to use New York grapes, produce wine and sell it in their own 
tasting rooms. Since then, many of these boutique farm wineries have grown quite large, and others 
have set up in perhaps unexpected places. A new study prepared for the wine and grape foundation 
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estimates the annual economic impact of the state's wine industry to be US$4.8 billion per year. 
That includes payroll, taxes, investment and tourism.   

6.3.2 Laws and regulations 

Perhaps the most significant development in New York’s legal landscape with respect to fostering 
the growth of the state’s wine industry is the amendments to the farm winery license. The farm 
winery license, which allows a licensee to manufacture wine and sell their wine to wholesalers or 
retailers, has a significantly reduced annual license fee (US$175 as opposed to US$1,075) and 
requires a lower surety bond (US$1,000 as opposed to US$10,000) than that for a full New York 
State winery license. While farm winery licenses are limited to businesses that produce 150,000 
finished litres of wine per year or less, the simplified requirements and costs of the farm winery 
license serves as a great initiator for smaller wineries in New York State.   

Further, in June 2011 the Fine Wine Bill was promulgated, which significantly reduced the regulatory 
requirements for the state’s farm wineries. Since becoming law, the farm winery license now allows 
a licensed farm winery to open branches within the state without needing to apply for additional 
licenses (and such branches enjoy the same privileges, such as the ability to conduct tastings, as the 
licensed farm winery), among several other advantages and relaxed requirements. The aim of this 
new legislation was to foster and cultivate the growth of New York’s industry, especially among 
smaller producers. Effectively, the revised farm winery law places tools in the hands of smaller, local 
wineries and gives them the power to grow, expand, and promote their wines throughout the state 
with reduced entrance hurdles. To another extent, there have been a number of legislative 
measures enacted in the last year or so that continue to encourage the growth and development of 
the state’s wine industry. Of particular and relevant interest are the following: 

1. The sale of wine at roadside stands (the roadside farm markets bill); and 
2. The rebranding and designation of the state’s wine trails. 

The farm markets act authorizes a roadside stand to sell wine from up to two licensed farm, special, 
or micro wineries within a twenty-mile radius of the stand. This new measure increases the 
availability and awareness of locally-sourced wine, generates what the bill’s authors anticipated 
would be increased revenue for both the stand owner and the wineries, as well as contributes to the 
excise tax collection on behalf of the state.  The roadside farm market license is currently available 
from NYSLA and costs US$100 per year as of 1 April 2014.  

The rebranding and designation of New York State’s wine trails is supported by four bills, now 
law. One of the new laws expands the Shawangunk East Wine trail. The other new laws include 
expansion and renaming of The Niagara Escarpment Wine (now to be called the Niagara Wine Trail 
Ridge), The Niagara Wine Trail (to be renamed Niagara Wine Trail Lake), and The Chautauqua Wine 
Trail (to be renamed Lake Erie Wine Country Trail) and establishes the Adirondack Coast Wine 
Trail. Further dedication to New York State wineries is also demonstrated through Taste NY, which is 
a program designed to promote awareness and availability of New York-made food and beverage 
products (including wines) among local residents and visitors to the state through retail venues and 
events. 

From a more academic perspective, Cornell University has shown great initiative in the State with 
the introduction of its teaching winery on its Ithaca campus. While the teaching winery aims to 
instruct students of the university using small-scale winemaking equipment and winemaking 
processes typical of small lot sizes, the true gem of Cornell’s commitment to the wine industry stems 
from its four-year viticulture-enology major that exposes students to both the theories and practices 
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of grape growing and winemaking.  Cornell’s teaching winery facility remains the only university 
teaching winery in the Eastern US. 

While the above highlights some of the major legislative measures taken to support New York’s 
growing wine industry, the state is not without its faults (from a legislative perspective). For 
example, New York has a proposed “at-rest law” which would require alcohol beverages delivered to 
New York retailers to be “housed” or to “rest” at the premises or warehouse within the state, owned 
by a licensed New York State wholesaler, for at least twenty-four hours before delivery to a retail 
licensee. While the State cites concerns regarding authenticity or legality of products and proper 
payment of taxes as reasons why such an amendment should be enacted, there is much opposition 
both intra and interstate. This is a significant proposal to amend New York’s legislation, one that (as 
many argue) has a serious potential to negatively impact many aspects of New York’s alcohol 
beverage industry.  Although this proposed law does not directly regulate the state’s winegrowers, 
the inevitable flow of wine products through the three-tier distribution model will impact growers 
and producers to the extent that the types of wines offered at retail to consumers could be more 
limited should the bill become law. 

While the state’s wine industry is clearly booming from a growth perspective, many of its legislative 
initiatives must still be altered to recognize and respect that New York’s wine industry is a major 
contributing factor to the state’s economy. Further to the point, laws and regulations that foster the 
growth and expansion of a New York wine industry will only assist state producers gain additional 
international recognition, as well as remain one of the top domestic producers of grape wine. It 
seems indisputable that Governor Cuomo’s regime supports the advancement and prosperity of 
New York’s wine industry—this is evident through recent bills passed into law under his 
governorship—however, the development of counterproductive laws and bills, such as the “at rest” 
law, could be a restraining factor in the state’s successes.  

In 2013, the American Wine Consumer Coalition graded states on the basis of how friendly each was 
to consumers with respect to wine accessibility. While California unsurprisingly received an A+, New 
York ranked number 28 in friendliness and received a grade of a D+. The reasoning is New York’s 
prohibition of grocery store wine sales and refusal to allow retailers to directly ship to consumers.  

6.3.3 New York Wine Industry Association (NYWIA) 

The New York Wine Industry Association (NYWIA) is a not-for-profit organisation formed in February 
2009 by a group of passionate grape growers, winery owners and allied suppliers in New York State. 
It is the only association of New York State wine and grape professionals aimed at informing, 
promoting, representing and defending the diverse interests of New York's wine industry. NYWIA 
expresses the concerns of the industry with a unified and powerful voice. 

NYWIA's mission is to "promote the stability and advancement of the wine industry in New York 
State through advocacy and public education." Across the state, 1,631 family vineyards and 320 
wineries generate US$800 million in local and state taxes, for a total economic impact of US$4.8 
billion each year. Therefore, the ability to thrive and grow not only impacts the industry directly, but 
also impacts hundreds of thousands of people and numerous small businesses. NYWIA also works 
towards increasing public awareness about the industry. NYWIA is proud of our state's rich 
winemaking history, and intends to be a dedicated and fervent promoter of tomorrow's wine 
industry in the great State of New York.  
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6.3.4 New York Wine and Grape Foundation 

The New York Wine & Grape Foundation has been designated as the Co-operator for the Market 
Access Program (MAP) or similar earlier programs since 1992.  MAP is administered by the Foreign 
Agricultural Service of the US Department of Agriculture. The Program is funded, along with several 
other programs administered by USDA by the US Congress as part of the Farm Bill.  Typically an 
invitation to participate is sent out annually to all New York wineries. Then periodically through the 
year as events are coming up, announcements may be sent out to wineries that signed up for a 
particular market or it may be sent out as a reminder to all wineries again. 

For several years, the New York Wine & Grape Foundation has conducted a small export program 
with funding support from the US Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS). 
Susan Spence coordinates and executes the program (with help from other staff members and 
industry members), which includes both “generic” (New York) and “branded” (individual winery) 
components.  In an “average” year, about 25 New York wineries from the different regions choose to 
participate in the program to one degree or another, although for the past couple of years product 
from 50+ wineries have been utilised at one time or another in the program. In the past the program 
focused primarily on Canada (especially the provinces of Quebec and Ontario) and the United 
Kingdom, but programs were carried ou there was assistance with winery efforts in Belgium, France, 
Germany, Japan, Hong Kong, and Sweden. In 2014 it is focusing on these markets again, with the 
possibility of a shift in focus in Canada to western provinces and the addition of China.  

6.4 Markets 

 Belgium:  Three New York wineries have joined with a small family owned company in 
Luxembourg. They have made sales in Belgium and also shipped product and/or samples to the 
UK, Denmark and Finland. They may be willing to assist other small wineries with getting wines 
into Europe or at least consolidating shipments of product  

 Canada – Generally considered a good “start=up” market for US producers due to commonality 
of language and proximity. Working with the provincial liquor control boards can have some 
challenges, but Alberta has privatized and there are independent shops in other western 
provinces which are looking for new products to intrigue their customers. A recent 
familiarization tour has some buyers considering a buy‐in of New York products in Alberta and 
BC. Some New York wines are already available in Manitoba and Alberta.  

 China – Some small wineries have tried working in the Shanghai area and there is interest in this 
market’s potential.  

 France – They main reason France is included in the program is so to have influential media 
participate as judges in the New York Wine & Food Classic. A special event for leading media in 
Alsace is planned to show wines in conjunction with some of the best from this region. This 
would coincide with other events to ensure attendance by world leaders in wine media. 
ProWein is now supplanted VinExpo as the show for Europe.  

 Germany – ProWein is the single most important wine show in Europe. More Scandinavian 
countries and other European countries are represented than in Germany’s show.  

 Hong Kong – “One country, two systems” is how the Chinese government explains the current 
situation there and consequently the US government has kept Hong Kong as a separate market 
from the rest of China. Compared to China, Hong Kong is willing to pay more for wine, is 
comfortable dealing with smaller production levels, and is more knowledgeable about wine in 
general. And Hong Kong has decided they want to be the Asian hub for wine so they dropped 
their tariffs to zero a few years ago. There is also very good support from the US Embassy in 
Hong Kong. With a much higher understanding of English in the trade, it is also easier to 
communicate and there are not as many changes required in labels.  
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 Japan – A few wineries have representation in Japan and there is support with special 
promotional pieces and a presence at a trade show in Tokyo.  

 Sweden – A few New York wineries have representation in Sweden and there is a small program 
to assist. The monopoly system is not necessarily easy to work with, but there are some 
companies which can sell direct to on premise establishments.  

 United Kingdom – Several wineries have representation in the UK and have wines in top on 
premise establishments and some wine stores as well. The UK is a great market for wine 
appreciates cool climate flavour profiles and has some awareness of New York as a wine 
producing region but would like to see more wines available in the market. 

7 CONSUMERS 

In terms of alcohol consumption, New York State consumes annually 80 litres per capita (see figures 
5 - 8 for detail on wine, beer and spirits consumption). New York State ranks third in grape 
production by volume after California and Washington. Eighty-three percent of New York's grape 
area is Vitis labrusca varieties (mostly Concord). The rest is split almost equally between Vitis vinifera 
and French hybrids. 

Although much of New York wine is consumed locally, the state's inhabitants maintain a keen 
interest in wines from elsewhere in the world. The shelves of the best New York wine stores are well 
stocked. There are roughly 726 New York Wine Retailers across 102 cities. 

Figure 5: Consumption per category in New York State 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Alcohol consumption by type by state: Beer (in 0.5L per day per capita) 
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Figure 7: Alcohol consumption by type by state: spirits (in 1.5 shots per day per capita) 

 

Figure 8: Alcohol consumption by type by state: wine (in 150ml glasses per day per capita) 

 

Many initiatives have been launched to improve consumerism in the state. One of the initiatives is 
the Taste NY marketing and branding program at state liquor stores to maximize exposure and sales. 
The program will include Taste NY signage to highlight New York wine and spirit brands on shelves 
and encourage store owners to build product displays highlighting the wide variety of New York 
brands. 

The State has also set a goal to triple the number of restaurants participating in the Pride of NY 
Restaurant Pledge. Restaurants that have joined this program are working to increase their use of 
New York products by 10% or more, in order to support the sourcing, marketing, and education of 
New York State grown and made products. Taste NY has coordinated with the beverage industry to 
identify the events of greatest importance to the exposure and sales of their products. Taste NY 
ambassadors also be appointed to promote New York State products and events and the New York 
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Racing Association’s Saratoga Race Course will feature alcoholic beverages and foods produced in 
New York on specific days.  

In 2013 a one stop shop was launched designed to provide New York’s wine, beer, and spirits 
producers with a single point of government contact for assistance regarding regulations, licensing, 
state incentives, and any other questions or issues facing the industry. The one stop shop will now 
market available state financing options to the farm-based beverage industry. In addition, a new on-
line marketplace will be launched to connect farmers to beverage producers, a new business mentor 
program for the craft beverage industry will be launched and state-operated webinars will be hosted 
on a variety of industry-related topics. 

There are no dry counties in New York as they are not allowed to make that decision. However, 
individual cities and towns may. In the case of towns, the decision would also be binding on any 
villages within them, or the parts of villages within them. Cities and towns may become totally dry, 
forbidding any on- or off-premises alcohol sales, or partially dry by forbidding one or the other or 
applying those prohibitions only to beer or to wine and spirits.  

Currently there are 9 dry towns in the state, all in lightly populated rural areas upstate. Ten towns 
forbid on-premises consumption but allow off-premises; four allow both only at a hotel open year-
round. Seventeen disallow only special on-premises consumption. The town of Spencer in Tioga 
County allows only off-premises and special on-premises consumption. Williamson, in Wayne 
County, bans on-premises sale of beer at race tracks, outdoor athletic fields and sports stadia where 
admission is charged. In all, there are 39 partially dry towns. The minimum drinking age is 21. 

8. CONCLUSION 

With the news that America beat out France as the world’s largest wine market for the first time in 
2013 it is certainly important to sit up and take note of this vast market.  However it is a diverse 
market. The US comprises 50 states, each one unique in many aspects including alcohol 
consumption, GSP and legislation.  

The New York State wine industry is a major engine of economic development, generating well over 
US$4.8 billion in economic benefits to New York State annually. Wineries—which mean new 
investment, new jobs, new tourism, and new taxes—have spread from the traditional regions to 
places never envisioned as wine regions. It is thus an evolving wine industry. The New York State 
grape, grape juice and wine industry comprises 1,631 family vineyards, 416 wineries and 
175,000,000 bottles of wine. 

The state has four major wine-growing regions and new trails are added based on unique terroir 
characteristics.  

This all makes New York State a notable, unique and lucrative wine market. 

                                                           
i
 http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/publications/ois_rfa_fr_2011.pdf 
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