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For something different 
      

 

Spain: Priorat Wine 
 
Priorat is a small, dynamic wine region in Catalonia, north-eastern Spain, whose intense, full-

bodied red wines have shot to fame in the past few decades. The classic Priorat wine is made from 
old-vine Garnacha and Cariñena, and has concentrated aromas of licorice, tar and brandied 
cherries.  
 

Red Priorat wine (the region also produces tiny quantities of white and rosé) is exceptional in three 
key regards. First, it is one of very few world-class wine styles to be based on Grenache – a 

category in which it is joined only by red Chateauneuf-du-Pape and the top-end wines from 
California's Sine Qua Non. Second, it is one of only two styles to hold Spain's top-tier DOCa 
classification (the other being Rioja). And third, it has risen from being almost unheard-of on the 
international wine market to being one of the world's most expensive wines.  
 
Spain's hot, dry vineyards are known for their low yields, but Priorat's vines are low-yielding even 
by Spanish standards. Yields here average less than five hectoliters per hectare (500 litres/ha). To 

provide some context, the Spanish average is 25hl/ha, while vineyards in cool, wet Germany yield 
closer to 80 hl/ha.  
 
Click here to read more  
 
Comment: South Africa's 2014 average = 10 780 litre/ha. 

 
  

 

Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 
      

 

Tesco launches two alcohol free wines from South Africa 
 
Tesco has begun stocking two sparkling non-alcoholic wines that it says is “the nearest in taste to 
their alcoholic counterparts”.  
 
The two drinks – Alcohol Free Pinotage Blush and Alcohol Free Chenin Blanc Sparkling – are made 
from South African Pinotage Blush and Chenin Blanc grapes which have been fermented until just 

before the point that they turn alcoholic. They will be available at more than 760 stores across the 

UK (£2.75 each), and will be found in the soft drinks aisle.  

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
http://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-priorat


 

Click here to read more 

 
  

 

Major Wine Producing Countries 
      

 

New Zealand: Wine profitability up for big wineries, down for small 

wineries 
 
Boutique wineries are losing money following a tough 2015 vintage for the industry, a survey 
reveals.  
 

Wineries with more than $20 million in revenue averaged a profit of 30.5 per cent, while wineries 
which generated sales up to $1.5m lost an average of 9 per cent.  
 
Click here to read more  
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