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Consumer Countries/Markets 
      

 

China’s top 10 imported wines by country 
 
With China’s burgeoning middle class and rising demand for imported wines, the sector is set to 

see fast-track growth within the next few years. But what are the wines Chinese drinkers are 
looking to buy, and which countries are responsible for China’s main supplies of imported wines?  
 
China, which is projected to become the world’s second most valuable wine market by 2020, has a 
huge appetite for imported wines that has expanded outside the comfort zones of France to lesser 
known Georgian and South Africa.  

 

By 2020, the country is expected to consume 94 million cases, representing 72% of worldwide 
wine growth, according to a joint report by Vinexpo and IWSR. The share of domestic wines in the 
mainland market has gradually dwindled in face of growing interest in imported wines, whose 
current market share is tallied at around 30%.  
 
In the first half of the year, the country imported 254 million litres of bottled wines worth about 

US$1.146 billion, representing a 13.9% increase in volume and a 3.34% increase in value over the 
same period last year.  
 
French wines still lead the pack but New World high performers including Australia and Chile, with 
their unique advantages of a Free Trade Agreement with China, are quickly and steadily climbing 
up the ranking.  
 

Click here to read more  
 
Comment: South Africa's exports increased by 39% in volume and 19% in value in 2016. For the 
July/June 2016/17 Year-on-Year exports increased by 88% in volume and 20% in value. The latter 

was driven by bulk exports. 

 

https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2017/07/chinas-top-10-wine-importing-countries/


 
China Top 10 Imports by Country 

 
  

 

Global Trends - Beverages 
      

 

Top 10 Global Wine Players 
 

 

 
Top 10 Global Wine Players 

 
  

 

Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 
      

 

Drinking red wine regularly reduces risk of diabetes 
 



Drinking red wine three to four times a week lowers the risk of developing type 2 diabetes 
according to a recent study by Danish researchers.  

 
The study, carried out on over 70,000 people over five years, was published in Diabetologia and 

monitored how much and how often they drank. The results found that drinking moderately three 
to four times a week reduced a woman’s risk of type 2 diabetes by 32%, while it lowered a man’s 
risk by 27%. Red wine was found to be particularly beneficial to lowering the risk of developing 
diabetes because the polyphenols in red wine help to manage blood sugar levels, according to the 
study.  
 
Click here to read more  

 
  

 

Men in supermarkets 
 
The wine trade is a slow beast, which needs plenty of prodding before it changes direction. When it 

comes to gender, the trade has been particularly slow to adapt to changing social mores: it’s still 

common to hear people worry about how to bring more women into wine, because they haven’t 
noticed that the majority of wine buyers are, in fact, women.  
 
One reason for this is that most of the buying is going on in supermarkets, rather than in upscale 
wine stores and restaurants. Women, as they do the grocery shopping, are picking up the mass-

market brands and private label wines that represent the majority of the world’s vinous output. 
These wines rarely turn up in wine magazines, or have big scores next to their names, and so are 
not taken seriously.  
 
This has led to the wine trade over-estimating how many men are engaged with wine, and under-
estimating how many women are.  
 

Click here to read more 

 
  

 

https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2017/07/drinking-red-wine-regularly-reduces-risk-of-diabetes/
https://www.meininger.de/en/wine-business-international/men-supermarkets

