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Natural / Physical Resources 
      

 

Trunk Disease Threat to Cognac 
 
A viticulturist rings alarm bells for brandy-producing area as producers keep silent.  

 
"Ugni Blanc, which is of course grown widely in the Cognac region is one of the vines most 
susceptible to infection," he explained. "We don’t understand why that is, but I can tell you that 
the region is quite seriously affected."  

 
Click here to read more 
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Socio-Cultural Environment 
      

 

Four fundamentals of workplace automation 
 
As the automation of physical and knowledge work advances, many jobs will be redefined rather 
than eliminated—at least in the short term.  
 

The potential of artificial intelligence and advanced robotics to perform tasks once reserved for 
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humans is no longer reserved for spectacular demonstrations by the likes of IBM’s Watson, Rethink 

Robotics’ Baxter, DeepMind, or Google’s driverless car.  
 
Just head to an airport: automated check-in kiosks now dominate many airlines’ ticketing areas. 

Pilots actively steer aircraft for just three to seven minutes of many flights, with autopilot guiding 
the rest of the journey. Passport-control processes at some airports can place more emphasis on 
scanning document bar codes than on observing incoming passengers.  
 
What will be the impact of automation efforts like these, multiplied many times across different 
sectors of the economy?  
 

Research results to date suggest, first and foremost, that a focus on occupations is misleading. 
Very few occupations will be automated in their entirety in the near or medium term. Rather, 
certain activities are more likely to be automated, requiring entire business processes to be 
transformed, and jobs performed by people to be redefined, much like the bank teller’s job was 
redefined with the advent of ATMs.  

 

More specifically,research suggests that as many as 45 percent of the activities individuals are 
paid to perform can be automated by adapting currently demonstrated technologies.  
 
Source: McKinsey Quarterly  
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