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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Pandemic corks China’s wine market in 2020 

China’s wine market in 2020 was badly corked by the pandemic despite early success of containing 
the virus spread. The country’s domestic wine production suffered a fifth year drop while wine 
imports plunged both in volume and value, according to the latest official data.  
 
Wine imports for the whole year of 2020 tumbled 19.9% in value to US$2.83 billion, while its volume 
dropped by 28.8% to 471.3 million liters compared with last year, according to Chinese research 
company ASKCI based on figures released by Chinese customs.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global and SA Trends 

 
The Wine Economist: 2021 Wine Scenarios: Good, Bad, or Ugly? 

The Roaring Twenties theory holds that the pandemic has created pent-up demand for all the things 
that we’ve had to sacrifice in the last year but that will soon become available again. Parties and 
celebrations. Gatherings in bars and restaurants. Travel and tourism. They won’t all necessarily come 
roaring back at once, but the rebound will be substantial and be fueled by a corresponding rebound 
in economic activity.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Beverages 

 
Absolut vodka debuts paper bottle 

Absolut has launched its paper bottle prototype in the UK and Sweden this week: testing the design 
as part of its journey to create a fully bio-based bottle for spirits.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
USA: The pandemic sends online wine sales soaring in 2020 

With many restaurants, bars and tasting rooms closed during the pandemic, wine sales (online and 
offline) were flat in 2020, according to the latest annual U.S. wine industry report from Silicon Valley 
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Bank (SVB). The report says year-over-year sales growth was in the range of negative 1% to positive 
1%.  
 
But online sales, while still a small part of the overall market, soared, says Rob McMillan, senior vice 
president of SVB, founder of its wine division and author of the report. He estimates total online 
wine sales for wine—by sellers of all kinds, including wineries, restaurants and retailers—grew from 
about $600 million in 2019 to close to $2 billion in 2020. That means U.S. online sales now represent 
about 3% of the U.S. wine market, up from 1% in 2019.  
 
Ecommerce has grown even faster for wineries that sell directly to consumers. Before COVID-19, 
online sales represented about 2% of total sales for an average winery, McMillan says. By November 
2020, those sales soared to an average of 10% of total revenue. By 2030, online sales could grow to 
20% of the average winery’s revenue, he says.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Why alternative packaging for wine has struggled 

There is a recurring cycle in the world of wine.  
 
Someone smart from another industry enters the wine sector. They complain about the lack of 
innovation in wine. Here’s an industry that’s stuck in the past, and one of the areas where 
innovation is needed is in packaging.  
 
Most wine is sold in glass bottles. There are some 19.5 billion of them filled and emptied each year 
(this is excluding the smallest single-serve bottles). Glass is heavy and breakable, and while it does a 
brilliant job at preserving wine and is recyclable, this adds to the carbon footrprint of the wine 
industry.  
 
So the smart person proposes alternatives and champions them. PET bottles, bag-in-box, cans and 
even postable flattened plastic bottles. The problem is, these end up being niche or special occasion 
formats, and have largely failed to win the sort of support that they should, because there are strong 
arguments in their favour. [One exception would be the traction that bag-in-box has gained in 
Scandanavian countries, but there are ‘occasion’ reasons behind this.]  
 
Why have bottles maintained their strong position in the face of more practical alternatives?  
 
This is because wine isn’t just the liquid in the bottle. Wine is a sensory object, in that we think not 
only of its flavour, but also of how we encounter it and how we use it.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
South Africa wine exports defy expectation despite export ban 

Following on the heels of 2019’s drought and a five-week long export ban due to Covi-19, South 
Africa’s wine exports miraculously defied expectation and registered growths for both value and 
volume in what was called one of the most challenging years for South African wine industry, 
according to the latest data released by Wines of South Africa.  
 
The overall value of South African wine exports increased by 7.7% to R 9.1 billion (US$611.2 million) 
in 2020, of which packaged wine exports grew by 8.3%. In volume terms, exports hit 320 million 
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liters, according to the wine association.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Australian wine exports to China fall by 98 per cent 

Exports have since dropped by $158 million – down from $162 million in October to $4 million in 
December, with red wine exports taking the biggest hit.  
Click here to read more 
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