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Economic Environment 

 
Vinpro News Flash: EXCISE INCREASE ANOTHER BLOW TO WINE INDUSTRY 

The excise hike introduced by National Treasury will inflict a final blow to many wine businesses and 
hamper the economic recovery of the South African wine industry even further.  
 
Mr Tito Mboweni, Minister of Finance, announced an excise increase of 8% on wine, sparkling wine 
and brandy during the national budget speech today.  
Click here to read more 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
Australian wine suffers $81 million export loss amid China trade battle 

French and British wine drinkers are helping to soften the blow of Chinese import tariffs on local 
winemakers, but the $1.2 billion industry is still doing it tough.  
Click here to read more 
 
Nuusbrokkies / News Snippets 

 
Why it pays to link products to places - and how African countries can do it 

Around the world, people commonly associate certain foods and products with particular 
geographical areas. These products are known for characteristics like aroma, flavour, and the 
traditional knowledge systems used to make them. Legal and agricultural scholars speak of these 
characteristics as terroir.  
Click here to read more 
 
UK BEING ‘FLOODED’ WITH FAKE YELLOWTAIL WINES 

UK retailers are being “flooded” with counterfeit wines masquerading as popular Australian wine 
brand YellowTail, which may be the work of Chinese gangs.  
Click here to read more 
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