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Global Trends - Beverages 

 
Champagne shipments expected to drop 18% for 2020 

Although the official figures for the total number of bottles shipped during 2020 won’t be released 
by the Comité Champagne until next week, numbers for the 12-month period until the end of 
November suggest that the figure for the year-end will amount to around 246m bottles.  
 
While this represents a drop of approximately 51.5m bottles on the previous year’s total, which was 
297.5m, the decrease is much less severe than anticipated – as reported by db in July 2020, the 
region was expecting a decline in demand by as much as one third, or 100m bottles for the year-end.  
 
Bringing the market for Champagne down during the course of last year have been two major 
factors, both of course related to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
The first and most significant have been the widespread restrictions on the hospitality sector, which 
has been closed down in most major Champagne markets for large parts of the year. This has been 
especially damaging for Champagne in key consuming nations such as the US, where so much of the 
fizz is sold through bars and restaurants. The other big negative influence on Champagne 
consumption has been the huge slowdown in the travel retail sector due to the coronavirus.  
Click here to read more  

 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
WOSA/SAWIS 2020 EXPORT REPORT 

WOSA has released the 2020 South African Export Report today. Please refer to the attached Press 
Release and Infographic.  
 
Comment: South Africa is the wine-growing country that first reports the previous year's export 
statistics annually. Many thanks to the dedicated staff at the Food Safety & QA Directorate 
(DALRRD), SAWIS & WOSA for setting and maintaining this world leading standard. 
 
[Press Release WOSA 2020 Export Report] 
[SAWIS_WOSA_Export_Report_2020 FINAL] 
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The future of wine: Israel’s desert vineyards show us how to cope with a 

changing climate 

In the Negev Desert, the sun beams down onto desolate earth. The air is dry and the land arid.  
 
The desert technique  
 
One consists of a trellising system to force vines to grow in a pattern, so that the leaves create a 
canopy casting shadow over growing clusters. Scientists are still experimenting with nets and covers 
of different densities and materials to limit heat exposure.  
 
Other techniques being tested include sensors that measure humidity levels in the soil and thermal 
cameras that track chlorophyll concentration in the vines. They also test mulching and try covering 
plant roots with plastic sheets to prevent evaporation - while making sure the irrigation water 
washes salt deep into the ground.  
 
In addition, researchers are studying combinations of cultivars and rootstocks that can handle soil 
salinity better than conventional varieties do. The aim is to develop grape varieties more suited to 
thrive in the briny local groundwater.  
Click here to read more  
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