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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Female premium wine drinkers drive growth in the US wine market 

The growth of wine volume in the US wine market in 2020 and 2021 – by approximately +1% each 
year – has largely been driven by an increase in the volume of premium wine consumed, according 
to IWSR data. However, the population of premium wine drinkers, has been declining – by almost 4 
million premium wine drinkers in the US from 23.4 million in 2014 to 19.7 million drinkers in 2021. 
This is in line with the decline of the overall population of regular wine drinkers in the US.  
 
So, how has Covid changed the relationship that premium wine drinkers have with wine?  
Click here to read more  

 
 
Wine Intelligence: Kenya and Tanzania Market and Consumer Research 

Wine Intelligence will present the latest research conducted in Kenya and Tanzania, on behalf of 
Wines of South Africa looking into landscape and opportunity for South African wines. The research 
included a program of qualitative trade interviews with key elements of the industry in each market, 
as well as a consumer survey in Kenya and the analysis of secondary information produced by the 
IWSR and other entities.  
 
Webinar date: 6 December 2021  
Time: 11:00 SA Time  
Presenter: Luis Osorio, Project Leader  
 
See attached WOSA Info Bulletin to register. 
 
[WOSA Webinar 06122021] 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
The price of South African wine 

Every now and then on social media, someone pops up and says that South African wines are too 
cheap. They should cost more. And the suggestion is often made that the reason they don’t cost 
more is cultural cringe: South Africans, in some way, don’t have the confidence to price their wines 
high enough.  
 

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
https://www.wineintelligence.com/female-premium-wine-drinkers-drive-growth-in-the-us-wine-market/
http://www.stratscan.co.za/stratscan_sawis/jsp/reports/downloadDocument.jsp?id=65b1e92c585fd4c2159d5f33b5030ff2&docID=48aedb8880cab8c45637abc7493ecddd


Let’s explore this a little. There are a number of issues here. First, is why do wines cost what they 
do? The second is that there are inexpensive South African wines, and there are expensive ones: are 
they all too cheap? Do they all offer genuine value? And the third is, is there really cultural cringe?  
 
How much do South African wines cost in South Africa? A browse through the website of one of the 
country’s top retailers, Wine Cellar, is instructive here. Most of the serious action for wine geeks 
seems to be in the 250-500 (£12-24) Rand price bracket. Here you can drink world class wines. These 
wines would, to a South African, seem quite pricey – you can actually get quite nice wine there for 
100-150 Rand (£5-7.50). And here we come to the hub of the issue why some people think South 
African wine is underpriced. It’s because most producers rely on the domestic market to some 
extent, and add an importer’s margin and the usual retail/restaurant margin in the UK, and they still 
feel very affordable when compared with wines from other countries at a similar quality level, 
although this is, of course, hard to be precise about.  
 
This isn’t cultural cringe: it’s just a reflection that fine wine is cheaper in South Africa, because many 
things are a bit cheaper. Compare this with fine wines from California, for example. To a Brit 
travelling there, they seem really expensive. But the domestic market for these wines will pay that 
much for them. Bring them over to the UK with normal margins, and suddenly they look absurdly 
expensive.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Technology 

 
Top 10 Emerging Technologies to Watch in 2021 

The World Economic Forum announced its annual list of breakthrough technologies with the most 
significant potential to impact the world positively. From climate change to public health, technology 
will play a critical role in finding solutions to many of the world’s challenges. This year’s emerging 
technologies demonstrate the rapid pace of human innovation and offer a glimpse into what a more 
sustainable, healthier future could look like.  
 
The top 10 technologies to make the list are:  
 
Decarbonization technologies  
As nations race to deliver on their commitments to tackle climate change, a multitude of 
technologies that offer lower-carbon footprint solutions, or suck carbon dioxide out of the air, will 
need to scale up fast. These technologies will include net-zero emissions air-conditioning, low-
carbon cement, renewable energy sources and meat-free protein, among others.  
 
Self-fertilizing crops  
Providing food for the world’s growing population relies heavily on such nitrogen-containing 
industrial fertilizers as ammonia – the production of which accounts for 1% to 2% of global carbon 
dioxide emissions. New engineering approaches enable crop plants to produce their own fertilizer by 
mimicking a symbiotic relationship between plant roots and soil bacteria that occurs in nature.  
 
Disease-diagnosing breath sensors  
Human breath contains more than 800 compounds. New breath-sensing technologies analyse these 
compounds and detect changes in concentrations of compounds associated with diseases. Early-
stage testing has demonstrated the potential of breath sensing technologies to diagnose COVID-19, 
tuberculosis and cancer.  
 
On-demand drug manufacturing  

https://www.winesofsa.co.uk/news-features/the-price-of-south-african-wine/#article


Traditionally, drugs are made in large batches through a multi-step process with different parts 
dispersed among many locations worldwide. Recent advances in microfluidics and on-demand drug 
manufacturing open the possibility of common drugs like antidepressants and antihistamines being 
made to the exact dose and formulation tailored for an individual, on-site at their local pharmacy.  
 
Energy from wireless signals  
Devices that do not require much power to operate, such as pacemakers and smartwatches, could 
soon be wirelessly charged through Wi-Fi and 5G signals, leading to a future where low-power 
wireless devices never need plugging in.  
 
Engineering better ageing  
Research that unlocks the understanding of ageing mechanisms enables the development of 
targeted therapies that could one day stave off dementia and other age-related ailments, leading to 
healthier elderly years.  
 
Green ammonia  
Green ammonia, which is made from cleaner sources of hydrogen, could provide more 
environmentally friendly fertilizers for crops.  
 
Wireless biomarker devices  
Monitoring chronic diseases such as diabetes and cancer requires frequent blood testing to identify 
and track certain biological markers. Innovations in wireless, portable and wearable sensors 
integrated in clothing or contact lenses could soon monitor this vital information continuously.  
 
Houses printed from locally sourced materials  
Building houses with 3D printers could help tackle the challenge of inadequate housing for 1.6 billion 
people worldwide. The concept of 3D printing houses has been around for a while, but new 
advances enable houses to be built from locally sourced materials like clay, saving time, money and 
energy on transporting building materials to the site.  
 
Space internet of things  
At least 10 billion active devices make up the internet of things (IoT), a number that is expected to 
more than double in the next 10 years. Maximizing IoT benefits in communication and automation 
requires devices to be spread worldwide, but cellular networks span less than half the globe, leaving 
enormous gaps in connectivity. A space-based IoT system could patch those gaps, using a network of 
low-cost, low-weight nanosatellites that orbit a few hundred kilometres from Earth.  
Source: WEF 16 Nov 2021 
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