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Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
French winegrowers call for financial support from the European Commission 
The release of European aid seems to be the wine industry’s priority since the start of the year. 
 
Jean-Marie Fabre (chairman of the French independent winegrowers): We are asking for a proper 
European support plan. In many wine regions (Aquitaine, Loire Valley, Occitania, South-East...), 
concerns overlap. The closer we get to the 2021 harvest, the more the pressure is mounting. We 
have the tools, but we need the funding for them. The National Aid Programme will not provide the 
resources this year, as the allowance will be used, most notably for investment aid projects. A 

European budget must be specifically directed at the wine industry. 
 
The European Commission must realise that the wine industry is directly impacted by the 
worsening economic climate in general. Neither Spain, nor Italy, nor the other wine producing 
countries will deny this. It is essential that the European Union does not fail to meet its obligations 

by rejecting our request for access to the margins subject to a ceiling. Last year we were told that 

they had been utilised when ultimately they had been used for European policy. They had better 
not do the same thing again to us this year! 
 
So the emergency is in Brussels? 
 
In the coming weeks, the industry will examine the [market management] aid to be requested 
from the Ministry of Agriculture. To leverage the necessary tools, the European Union must make a 

commitment. We have crisis distillation, green harvesting and aid for private storage tools. We are 
asking the Commission to become aware of the situation so that it will respond to our needs. The 
issue lies in managing the consequences of the health crisis on our volumes and our markets. 
Click here to read more 

 
France in cold shock 

The cold spell is dramatically affecting France's wine-growing regions.  
Click here to read more  
 
French winemakers set candles and straw ablaze to save vines from frost  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Late frost with dramatic damage in northern Italy 

A cold spell with late frosts has caused severe damage in Italy. Vineyards as well as fruit and 
vegetable growers have to expect significant harvest losses as buds, shoots and blossoms have been 
destroyed. Winegrowers in Piedmont, Veneto and Tuscany are particularly affected. Farmers' 
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associations such as Coldiretti in Piedmont and Confagricoltura in Tuscany have called on their 
regional governments to declare natural disaster status. In many regions of Tuscany, losses of up to 
50 percent can be expected. Likewise, winegrowers in the Langa (Piedmont) fear for half of their 
Nebbiolo production, in the province of Alessandria even up to 80 percent are said to be affected. In 
the Veneto, vineyards for the production of Prosecco, Chardonnay and Pinot grigio were particularly 
affected by the frost. The full extent of the damage, however, will only become clear in the coming 
days and weeks.  
Click here to read more  
 
Late spring freeze adds to Italian winemakers’ woes. 
Click here to read more 
 
Comment: Tuscany represents 17% of Italian wine production, Piedmont 11% and Veneto 18%. 
Based on the damage speculation, the loss could be as high as 1 149.3 million litres, about 25% of 
the total Italian wine production. 
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