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Economic Environment 

 
Wine and spirits count the cost as the next round of US/EU tariffs come into 

force 

The EU is adding new tariffs on US rum, brandy, vodka and vermouth today; following on 

from tariffs imposed by the US last year. Industry representatives on both sides of the 

Atlantic warn the alcohol industry is suffering from the ongoing Airbus/Boeing subsidies 

dispute, at a time when it also faces significant challenges from the pandemic.  

Click here to read more 

 

 
Global Trends - Beverages 

 
Alcohol sales forecast to fall 8% in 2020 

The beverage alcohol market has shown ‘greater resilience’ than initially expected in 2020, 

but total sales are expected to decline by 8% this year, according to new forecasts from IWSR 

Drinks Market Analysis.  

 

IWSR has analysed beverage alcohol consumption in 19 key global markets and the global 

travel retail channel, representing more than 75% of total global alcohol consumption 

combined. The key markets reviewed were Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, 

France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Poland, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Thailand, 

Turkey, the UK, the US and global travel retail. China is expected to see a ‘full recovery by 

2021’, the US and Canada are expected to be the only two markets to show volume growth in 

2020, both increasing sales by more than 2%. Several markets, including Russia, Australia, 

Japan and Germany, are expected to see volume sales decline, but this will be less than 5%.  

Click here to read more 

 

 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
Confusion reigns over China’s wine imports 

Despite reports that Australian wine imports into China have been banned or suspended, 

Australian Grape and Wine CEO Tony Battaglene has told The Shout that is definitely not 

the case. He added: “At the moment we don’t know the extent of the problem we just know 
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that at the moment there appear to be delays, but there is no official ban.”  

Click here to read more 

 

 
Wine Australia: Global packaging trends 

In the 12 months ended September 2020, 771 million litres of Australian wine was exported 

to 116 destinations across the world. Of the total volume, 55 per cent was shipped 

unpackaged to be packaged in-market. Only 25 destinations received unpackaged Australian 

wine, with just over half that volume landing in the United Kingdom  

Click here to read more  

 

YoY Comparison  

South Africa exported 311 million litres to 130 destinations. Of the total volume, 56% was in 

bulk shipped to 35 countries. 30% of bulk wine was shipped to both the UK and Germany.  

For types of packaging - Packaging (Jan - Sept) - Click here to read more 
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