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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
ENCOURAGING SIGNS FOR PORTUGAL’S WINE MARKET IN 2021 

The latest Portugal Wine Landscapes 2021 shows that despite on-trade closures and the lack of 
tourists, the wine industry in Portugal still had some winners in terms of premiumisation and 
increased wine drinking occasions throughout 2020.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
SILVER LININGS FOR SPAIN’S WINE MARKET AFTER A DIFFICULT 2020 

While on-premise restrictions and the loss of foreign tourists represented major setbacks for Spain’s 
wine sector, the COVID era is having a positive change in Spanish attitudes towards wine.  
 
1. Emergence of wine as the ‘relaxing drink at home’. Wine was not forgotten by consumers; 
instead, it adapted to a more appropriate occasion: a relaxing drink at the end of the day alone or 
with close family.  
2. Consumers continued to treat themselves during the pandemic. Sure, consumers were not dining 
out as they did before, but consumers compensated by moving some of that discretionary spend to 
informal and formal dinners with a partner or close family at home during 2020.  
3. Younger consumers entered the wine world earlier. This is particularly relevant as younger 
consumers in Spain are notoriously late starting to consume wine compared to other markets. 
During the pandemic, younger consumers were more exposed to wine than they would otherwise 
have been if bars and discotheques were open.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Economic Environment 

 
US suspends wine tariffs in EU truce 

Wine lovers may find it easier to get European wines, from Bordeaux and Burgundy to Rioja, after US 
and EU officials agreed to pause punitive tariffs stemming from an aerospace industry trade dispute.  
 
There were sighs of relief on both sides of the Atlantic after US trade officials suspended the added 
wine import tariffs on certain French, Spanish and German still wines for four months. The EU has 
agreed to do the same with its tariffs imposed on US goods, as both sides seek to find a resolution to 
long-running trade disputes over aid for rival companies Boeing (US) and Airbus (EU).  
Click here to read more 
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Other Wine Producing Countries 

 
Specialist Indian wine agency launches in UK 

Wines in India is the only UK importer to focus 100% on Indian Wines. It has an initial portfolio 
spanning six top end producers, most of which are from the highly-regarded Nashik region, north 
east of Mumbai.  
 
Wines in India will target both the off and on-trade sectors. In the off-trade, independent wine 
merchants, multiple specialists and e-commerce wine specialists will be a focus, alongside grocers 
with a fine wine portfolio.  
 
With so few Indian wineries in the UK market, Wines in India’s mission is to dispel any 
misconceptions the trade and consumer may have about Indian wines, by ensuring the focus is on 
elegant, world class offerings.  
Click here to read more  
 
Comment: India became the 45th member of the OIV in 2019. Total Grape area is estimated at 149 
000 ha of which 1 330 ha are wine grapes. Wine production is estimated between 15 to 17 million 
litres. Total wine exports, according to Trade Map, are 971 000 litres. Sparkling wine (60%) mainly to 
The Netherlands and Australia; still bottled wine (23%) mainly to France, Japan and Germany; still 
bulk wine mainly to the UK. 
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