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Consumer Countries/Markets 

 
Grocery BWS sales boom continues 

Alcohol sales in the grocery sector continue to grow with sales up 33% in February boosted by the 
closure of the on-trade sector with the Covid-19 lockdown. This followed a similar trend in January, 
which saw alcohol sales in the grocery sector grow overall by 29%, also boosted by the closure of the 
on-trade sector.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Global Trends - Wine Industry Key Elements 

 
Cape Town tourism shows little chance of recovery - report 

Despite the government’s announcement of a relaxation of lockdown restrictions to alert level 1, 
Cape Town’s tourism industry is on its knees, forced there by Covid-19 regulations, according to 
tourism experts.  
 
A new report from Cape Town Tourism shows members have lost a total of R2 billion and just under 
12 000 jobs during what would traditionally have been high season in Cape Town and that, on the 
current trajectory, there is very little chance of recovery.  
Click here to read more 
 
 
Major Wine Producing Countries 

 
German wine exports tumble during 2020 as US tariffs and pandemic take their 

toll 

Punitive US tariffs and the global Covid pandemic have hit German’s wine exports hard, with 
shipments decreasing by 9% in both volume and value last year.  
 
According to the German Wine Insitutute (DWI), the volume of wine shipped dropped to 953,000 
hectolitres, while its value was down to €277m, compared to 2019.  
 
The US, Germany’s biggest market, saw imports nosedive by almost a fifth in value to €12m, which 
accounted for 42% of the global sales decline in German wine exports. However, the corresponding 
decrease in the volume of German wine shipped to the US was comparitvely moderate at 6% (9,000 
hectolitres).  

mailto:charles@sawis.co.za
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“This can be attributed to the fact that the market participants on both sides of the Atlantic have 
absorbed part of the 25 percent increase in tariffs,” said the DWI.  
 
The decline in other key markets such as the Netherlands (-5%), China (-3%) or Canada (-9%) can 
largely be attributed to the fallout from the pandemic, it added. Conversely wine shipments to 
Scandinavian countries were positive, with exports to Norway up by over a quarter (26%) in value 
and 40% in sales, making it Germany’s second largest market.  
 
Sweden remains in sixth place after an increase of 3% in export value, while Finland has moved up to 
eighth place with an increase of 14%. In Denmark, meanwhile, German wines enjoyed a particularly 
large increase in value of nearly a third (30%).  
 
Despite the downturn in some markets, DWI managing director Monika Reule said she is confident 
that German wine exports will bounce back if the subsidy dispute between the EU and the US can be 
resolved and when the pandemic is over.  
Source: MarketIQ/Vinex 
 
 
California crushed 3.4 million tons of wine grapes in 2020, down 14% from 

previous year 

In its annual preliminary 2020 Grape Crush Report, the California Agricultural Statistics Service 
(CASS) announced that 3.4 million tons of wine grapes were crushed, down nearly 14% compared to 
2019, making 2020 the lightest crop in 10 years.  
Click here to read more  
Comment: The OIV Vitiviniculture report re 2020 data and 2021 preliminary will be published by 
mid-April. In the interim we will publish news snippets depending on the reliability of the source. 
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